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When I am gone, release me, let me go 
I have so many things to see and do 

You must not tie yourself to me with tears 
Be happy that I have had so many years 

I gave you my love, you can only guess 
How much you gave me in happiness 

I thank you for the love each have shown 
But now it is time I travelled on alone 

So grieve a while for me, if grieve you must 
Then let your grief be comforted by trust 

It is only for a while that we must part 
So bless the memories in your heart 

I will not be far away, for life goes on 
So if you need me, call and I will come 

Though you cannot see or touch me, I will be near 
And if you listen with your heart, you will hear 

All of my love around you soft and clear 
Then, when you must come this way alone 

I will greet you with a smile and say, “Welcome Home”. 

Author: Anonymous 

Words are inadequate to express the humbleness and gratefulness we feel towards all 

our friends and family who have consoled our hearts during our time of bereavement.  

Your love, presence, prayers, cards, floral arrangements 

 and other acts of kindness were appreciated.  

 Whatever each of you did to console our hearts, we “Thank You”. 

To you our friends we saw God’s love expressed through each of you. 

May God continue to bless each of you and keep you in His care.                                                                                                                                                                   
 

SERVICE ENTRUSTRED TO: 
Columbia Office 

2930 Colonial Drive 

Columbia, SC 29203             

803.254.2000 

 

 

Sumter Office 

353 Manning Avenue                     

Sumter, SC 29150               

803.848.4002 

 



Mrs. Bertha Louise Hopp-Taylor was born on October 5, 
1938, in Whitmire, SC.  She was the daughter of the late Melton and Rose 
Hopp.  She departed this life on Monday, June 20, 2022, at her residence 
in Columbia, South Carolina. 

Bertha left South Carolina after she graduated from Gallman High 
School.  She moved to Washington, DC and then to Detroit, Michigan, 
where she met and married Robert J. Taylor. Out of this union came two 
daughters, Jacqueline Taylor-Summers, and Debra Taylor-Ien. 

Bertha was a member of several churches in her lifetime (Jeter Chapel 
AME, Carlisle, SC; Salem Missionary Baptist Church, Brooklyn, NY; 
Whiteford Baptist Church, Lexington, SC, and St. Paul Baptist Church, 
Lexington, SC. 

Bertha moved to New York in the early 1960’s where she got a job 
working for a bag company.  In 1964, she started working for the New 
York Telephone Company also known as Verizon.  Bertha started as an 
operator and after 25 years with Verizon, she retired in 1990 as a 
manager. 

Those who shared the joys of life with her and survived to cherish her 
memory are her loving daughters, Jacqueline Taylor-Summers of 
Charlotte, NC; and Debra Taylor-Ien of Lexington, SC; one grandson, 
Darryl L. Ien, Jr.; and one great-grandson Kayden Hightower of 
Lexington, SC.  

She was preceded in death by her ex-husband; her parents; two 
brothers, Robert Lee Hopp and Billy Joe Hopp; two sisters, Dorothy 
Carter and Mildred Rogers; two sisters-in-law, Mattie Epps Hopp and 
Lois Sanders Hopp.  

Other siblings left to cherish her memory are Josephine Peak of Long 
Beach, Long Island, NY; and Rosetta Darby of Brooklyn, NY; one sister-
in-law, Nancy Hopp of Union, SC; James (Hix) Hopp, Sr., and Aletha H. 
Reeder of Newberry, SC; and a host of nieces, nephews, other relatives, 
and friends who mourn her passing. 

 

Prelude 

 

Processional……………………………………………………Clergy & Family 

 

Hymn of Praise ........................................ “Take My Hand Precious Lord” 

 

Prayer of Comfort ............................................ Chaplin Maurice Webber 

 

Scripture Readings .......................................... Chaplin Maurice Webber 
Old Testament – Psalm 23 

New Testament – John 14: 1-6 
 
 

Song ............................................................................... “When We Get Home” 

Reading of the Obituary ......................................Reverend Anthony Wallace 

 

Eulogy .............................................................. Reverend Anthony Wallace  

 

Recessional ...........................................................................................................  

 


