
  



 

 

Deaconess 

Beatrice Richardson Miller 

“For I am ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.   
I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith…” 

                                                                                                                                                  II Timothy 4: 6-7 (KJV) 

 

Beatrice Richardson Miller was born August 15 ,1933, in Richland County, 

South Carolina.   She was the beloved and youngest of nine (9) children born to the late Essex and 
Catherine Gibson Richardson.  She departed this earthly life to be with the Lord on Sunday, June 19, 
2022. 
 

Beatrice was educated in the public schools Richland County, South Carolina where she attended Mill 
Creek School and then Booker T. Washington High School.  She was employed with Epworth Children’s 
Home, Hand Middle School and was a private health care sitter for many years. 
 

Mrs. Miller was a faithful, dedicated, and life-long member of Zion Mill Creek Baptist Church.  During 
her tenure, she served as a Deaconess along with her husband, a member of the Missionary and Kitchen 
Ministries and the Jubilee choir.  Beatrice was also known for her amazing cooking, speaking her mind, 
and her love for her family and friends.  She was also a “Hat Connoisseur” and a timeless Fashionista. 
   
Deaconess Miller was a beloved mother, grandmother, great-grandmother aunt, and friend.  Though 
she is no longer physically with us, her loving and kind spirit will forever live in the hearts of all who 
loved and knew her.  
 

Beatrice was also preceded in death by her beloved husband of 40 years, the late Deacon James Miller, 
Jr.; two sons, Alonzo and Derrick Miller; her grandson, Anthony Miller; brothers, James, John (Carrie), 
Earnest (Maxine), and Essex (Elsie) Richardson; and her sisters, Josephine (Frank) Martin, Easter 
(Hilliard) Goodwin, Martha (Wiley) Hinton, Mary (Ronnie) Davis and Lillie (Abraham) Jones. 
 

Those who will forever cherish fond and precious memories of Beatrice are her loving son, James Miller 
III; and her loving and caring daughters, Mary Ann Bookert and Cendea Moorehead; eight (8) 
grandchildren; a host of great-grandchildren, nephews, nieces, and other loving relatives and dear 
friends, all of whom will dearly miss her, but rejoice that she is resting with the Lord. 



 

 

The Order of Service 

Musical Prelude  

Processional ...................................................................................................................................................... Clergy and Family 

Final Farewell…………………………………………………………………………………………….Bostick-Tompkins, Directors 

Hymn of Praise………………………………………………………………………………………………………Zion Mill Creek Choir  
 

Scripture Readings: 
   Old Testament …………………………………………………………………………………Minister Tanya James 

New Testament………………………………………………………………………………….Elder Rachael Dixon 
 

Prayer of Comfort…………………………………………………………………………...Mr. Michael Moorehead, Jr., Grandson 

Musical Selection………………………………………”On My Way Home”……………………………Clifford & Clifton Boyd  
 

Reflections .............................................................................................................................................. Deacon Roscoe Sumpter 
                                                                                                     Dr. Monica Adams, Principal Carver Lyon Elementary 

                                                                Mr. Broderick Lindsay, Eldest Grandchild 

Mr. Michael “Trey” Moorehead III & Makaila Faith Nixon, Great Grandchildren 
 

Musical Selection ....................................................................................................................................... Zion Mill Creek Choir  
 

Reflections: 
Nieces & Nephews:  Mrs. Joann Johnson, Mrs. Marie Kinloch, Mr. Charlie “Bubba” Goodwin, 

Mrs. Lillie Ann Claitt, Ms. Beatrice Cooper, Mr. Abraham “Butch” Jackson, Jr., 
Ms. Sheila McLamore, and Mr. John Richardson, Jr. 

 

Ms. Tasha Garrick and The Garrick Family, Spiritual Daughter 

Mrs. Ella McRant, Recognition of Godchildren 
 

Melody Selection ................................................................................................ Clifford & Clifton Boyd & James Miller, III 
 

Acknowledgements ................................................................................................................................ Mrs. Jessie Ping White  
 

Musical Selection ....................................................................................................................................... Zion Mill Creek Choir  
 

Words of Comfort…………………………………………………………………………………………...Bishop Wendell B. Sumter 
 

Musical Selection……………………………………………………………………………………..Mr. Jerovon “Tiny” Richardson 
 

Recessional .............................................................................................................................................................................................  
 



 

 

I am the proud owner of many a hat. 
There is something to wear for wherever I’m at. 

A hat for the summer; 
A hat for the fall; a hat for nary a reason at all. 

 
I have one with big bows and one with a feather. 

There is one I can wear when there’s inclement weather. 
A hat made of rhinestones; 

A hat made of fur; 
A black one, a white one, and a red one for sure. 

 
I’m told that I am quite a vision in hats; 
And I am not to shy to agree about that. 

Hats for excursions, 
And some just for play. 

 

My hat was my crown, and I liked it that way. 
 

                                                                                                                              Pamela Randolph 

 
 

 

  



 

 

 
 

 

When tomorrow starts without me and I'm not here to see, 

If the sun should rise and find your eyes filled with tears for me, 

I wish so much you wouldn't cry the way you did today,  

While thinking of the many things we didn't get to say. 

I know how much you love me, as much as I love you.  

And each time you think of me, I know you'll miss me, too. 

But when tomorrow starts without me, please try to understand 

That Jesus came and called my name and took me by the hand, 

And said my place was ready in heaven far above, 

And that I'd have to leave behind all those I dearly love. 

So when tomorrow starts without me, don't think we're far apart. 

For every time you think of me, I'm right here in your heart. 

 
When tomorrow starts without me and I'm not here to see, 

If the sun should rise and find your eyes filled with tears for me, 

I wish so much you wouldn't cry the way you did today,  

While thinking of the many things we didn't get to say. 

I know how much you love me, as much as I love you.  

And each time you think of me, I know you'll miss me, too. 

But when tomorrow starts without me, please try to understand 

That Jesus came and called my name and took me by the hand, 

And said my place was ready in heaven far above, 

And that I'd have to leave behind all those I dearly love. 

So when tomorrow starts without me, don't think we're far apart. 

For every time you think of me, I'm right here in your heart. 



 

 

  



 

 

 



 
  

The family of the late Deaconess Beatrice Richardson Miller wishes to express 
heartfelt gratitude to each of you for the many expressions of sympathy 

extended to them during this difficult time.  They are especially grateful to the 
entire staff at Prisma Health Richland Heart and Pulmonary Center for your love and care to Beatrice. 

May God bless each of you for being a blessing to our family. 
 

 

 

Dr. Larry J. Nixon 
Jaden W. Nixon 

Zion Mill Creek Deacons 
Zion Mill Creek Trustees 

 

Missionaries  
of 

Zion Mill Creek 
 

 

Angie Mack Douglas                            Martha Fowler 
Brenda Martin                                     Cynthia Mitchell 
Tiffiney Smith                                          Denise Sumter 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Columbia Office 

2930 Colonial Drive 
Columbia, South Carolina 29203 

(803) 254-2000 

 

SERVICE HAS BEEN ENTRUSTED TO: 

Bostick-Tompkins Funeral Home 

 

 
 
  

           

            Sumter Office 
           353 Manning Avenue 

             Sumter, South Carolina 29150 
          (803) 848-4002 


