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One night I dreamed I was walking along the beach with the Lord. 

Many scenes from my life flashed across the sky. 

In each scene I noticed footprints in the sand. 

Sometimes there were two sets of footprints, 

other times there were one set of footprints. 

This bothered me because I noticed 

that during the low periods of my life, 

when I was suffering from 

anguish, sorrow or defeat, 

I could see only one set of footprints. 

So I said to the Lord, 

"You promised me Lord, 

that if I followed you, 

you would walk with me always. 

But I have noticed that during 

the most trying periods of my life 

there have only been one 

set of footprints in the sand. 

Why, when I needed you most, 

you have not been there for me?" 

The Lord replied, 

"The times when you have 

seen only one set of footprints, 

is when I carried you." 

The family of Benjamin Lee Ray would like to thank everyone for the 
prayers, condolences, and kind words of comfort. 

 May God bless each of you for your kindness to our family.  
 

SERVICE ENTRUSTED TO: 

Columbia Office 
2930 Colonial Drive 

Columbia, South Carolina 29203  
803.254.2000 

. Sumter Office 
353 Manning Avenue 

Sumter, South Carolina 29150 
803.848.4002 



For I am ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand, 

 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.  
                                                                                                                                        II Timothy 4:6-7 

 

Benjamin Lee Ray was born January 19, 1948, in Columbia, 

South Carolina.  He was the beloved son of the late Bennie Lee and Willie 

Mae Rawls Ray.  He departed this life to be with the Lord on Thursday, 

June 16, 2022. 

“Baby Ray”, as he was affectionately called by family and friends, was 

educated in the public schools of Richland County where he attended 

Saxon Elementary, Benson Middle School and then Booker T. 

Washington High School where he graduation in the Class of 1968.  He 

continued his education and attended Benedict College.  He was then 

drafted into the United States Army in 1969, serving his country in the 

Vietnam War.   

After receiving an Honorable Discharge, and returning to Columbia, he 

was employed with Ashford Chemical Company as a long-distance truck 

driver for more than 10 years.  He was later promoted to the Ashford 

Chemical Company Warehouse where he worked as a forklift driver.   

He retired after 22 years of dedicated service. Though he is no longer 

physically with us, his loving and kind spirit will forever live in the 

hearts and lives of all who loved and knew him. 

Benjamin was also preceded in death by his wife, Jeannie Johnson Ray; 

a son, Benjamin Lee Ray, Jr.; and his brother, Willie Jean Rawls.  

Those who will forever cherish fond and precious memories of 

Benjamin are his caring son, Mark Antawon Ray; his special cousins, 

Mack (Cynthia) McKenzie, Pamela Moten, Maxine Long and Debra 

Porterfield, all of Columbia, South Carolina; a host of nephews, nieces, 

and other loving relatives, all of whom will dearly miss him. 
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