
           

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free 

I’m following the path God has laid for me. 
I took his hand when I heard his call, 

I turned my back and left it all. 
I could not stay another day, 

To laugh, to love, to work, or play, 
I found the peace at the close of the day. 

If my parting has left a void, 
Then fill it with remembered joys. 
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 
Oh yes, these things I too will miss. 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow,  
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 

My life’s been full, I savored much, 
Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch, 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief, 
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief. 

Lift up your heart and peace to thee 

God wanted me now; He set me free. 
 

 

 

The family of the late Dr. Irene Simons Houston wishes to 
express their sincere appreciation for the sympathy, 

comforting words, prayers and all expressions of kindness 
and concern shown to them during this difficult time. 

 May God Bless each of you for your kindness to our family. 

Services Entrusted to: 
 

Columbia Office 
2930 Colonial Drive 
Columbia, SC 29203 

803.254.2000  

Sumter Office 
353 Manning Avenue 

Sumter, SC 29150 
803.848.4002 



Come to me, all who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.  
                                                                                                                  Matthew 11:28-30 
 

Dr. Irene Simons Houston, 75, was born March 21, 1947, 
in Eastover, South Carolina.  She was the beloved daughter of 
the late Ben and Ida Mae Craft Simons.  She departed this 
earthly life on Saturday, May 28, 2022, in Roswell, GA. 

“Rene” as she was affectionately called by family and friends, 
was educated in the public schools of Lower Richland County 
where she graduated from Webber High School in 1964.  Over 
the next twenty-five years, she had two beautiful children and 
worked in various jobs gaining life experience.  Once her 
children graduated high school, she decided to return to 
college with the hopes of helping people who needed 
addiction recovery assistance through her lifelong dreams of 
becoming a counselor/life coach.   

Therefore, she pursued and obtained a B. A. Degree in 
Interdisciplinary Studies, a Master of Religious Studies, and 
completed her Ed.S. in Community Agency Counseling and 
finally a Ph.D. in Counseling Education at the University of 
South Carolina in 1999.   Dr. Houston was a Professor at 
Auburn University, where she taught for many years before 
forming a Counseling and Advocacy business with her family 
in Atlanta, GA.    

Dr. Houston touched a multitude of lives in a positive way over 
her 75 years – including family, friends, students, neighbors, 
strangers, and anyone that was in need. 

Dr. Houston was also preceded in death by a brother, 
Benjamin Simons.  

Those who will forever cherish fond and precious memories 
of Dr. Houston are her daughter, Tonya McMillian; son, 
Dwayne (Andrea) Taylor; grandchildren, Micah, Skye, 
Christian and Andrea; godson, R.J. Lewis; sister, Verdelle 
Morris (James Norman); brother, Terry Simons; a host of 
nephews, cousins, great-nephews and great-niece; other 
loving relatives, colleges and dear friends, all of whom will 
miss her dearly.   

 

Mother to Son 

 Well, son, I’ll tell you:  

 

 

 

 

 

“Mother To Son “ 

Life for me ain’t been no crystal stair. 

It’s had tacks in it, 

And splinters, 

And boards torn up, 

And places with no carpet on the floor—Bare; 

But all the time 

I’se been a’climbin’ on, 

And reachin’ landin’s, 

And turnin’ corners,  

And sometimes goin’ in the dark,  

Where there ain’t been no light. 

So boy, don’t you turn back; 

Don’t you sit down on the steps,  

’Cause you finds it’s kinder hard; 

Don’t you fall now— 

For I’se still goin’, honey, 

I’se still climbin’, 

And life for me ain’t been no crystal stair. 

                                       By Langston Hughes 

 

Prelude 

Processional…………………………………….Clergy and Family 

Hymn of Praise…………………………………….“Amazing Grace” 

Scriptures Reading…………………………………………………...Clergy 
Old Testament – John 14: 1-3 

New Testament – Matthew 11: 28-30 
 

Prayer of Comfort…………………………………………..…..Clergy 

Selection……………………………………  “Still Say Thank You” 
Recording by Smokie Norful 

 

Reflections……………………………………Family and Friends 

Poem…………………………………………………..”Mother To Son” 

Selection………………………………………..My Redeemer Lives 

Words of Comfort……………….Pastor Alexander Cornelius 

  

 


