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A Strong Black Woman, Mother of Mine, 
 I can’t believe we ran out of time. 

You told it like it was, 
 Gave it to us straight 

Your presence will be missed, 
 No one could ever take your place 

Healing is happening, feelings will slow. 
We will learn to live, we will continue to grow, 

In due time things will flow. 
 

                                            Sabrina Forrest, Granddaughter

We, the family of the late Mary D. Ellison Hayes, wishes to express special thanks 
 to you for all acts of kindness extended to us during our time of bereavement.  

We are grateful for the love of family, friends, neighbors, and well 
 wishes as you prayed, called, sent flowers, cards and 

 expressed other acts of kindness.  It has meant so much to our family.  
We pray that God bless each of you for being a blessing to our family. 
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For I am ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand, 

 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.    

                                                                                                                     II Timothy 4:6-7 

 

 

Mary Doretha Ellison Hayes was born June 10, 1940, in 
Columbia, South Carolina.  She was the beloved daughter of the late 
Rivers and Catharine Mitchell Ellison.  She departed this earthly life 
on the wings of an angel, to be with the Lord on Thursday, May 12, 
2022, at Prisma Health Richland Medical Center, in Columbia, South 
Carolina.  
 

Mary was educated in the public schools of Richland County.  Upon 
completing her education, she was employed with Granby Mills for 
more than 15 years.  She was then employed with Hospital Services 
from which she retired after many years of dedicated service.  
 

Mary was a wonderful mother, grandmother, and friend who had a 
kind heart.  She lived life to the fullest and was loved by all who knew 
her.  Her grandchildren were the apples of her eye, and they loved 
her just as much. 
 

Mrs. Hayes was a longtime member of Mt. Zion Baptist Church. 
 

She was also preceded in death by her five brothers, James, Alan, 
Albert, Rivers and Olin; and three sisters, Lena Mae, Louise and 
Hattie. 
 

Those who will forever cherish her fond and precious memories are 
her three loving and caring sons, Gregory (Melissa) Ellison of 
Charlotte, NC; Michael (Deloris) Ellison of Columbia, SC; and Harry 
(Lisa) Truman Hayes, Jr. of Eastover, SC; two devoted and loving 
daughters, Judy Forrest and Cassandra Richbow, both of Columbia, 
SC; two loving sisters, Geneva  Jones and Girline Goodwin, both of 
Columbia, SC; sixteen (16) grandchildren; eleven (11) great-
grandchildren; her besties, Ann Copeland and Lilly Sims; a host of 
nephews, nieces, and other loving and caring friends, all of whom 
join the family in sharing the grief caused by her departure, but 
rejoice that she is resting with the Lord.  
 

Prelude 

Processional .......................................................................... Clergy & Family 

Final Farewell to Our Beloved ..................................................BTFH Staff   

    Hymn of Praise .................................................... Rev. Dr. Malcolm Taylor 

Scripture Readings .................................................... Mr. James Fitzgerald 

Old Testament 

New Testament 

Prayer of Comfort ....................................................... Mr. Vandy Stephens 

Solo ......................................................................................Ms. Dorothy Salley 
 

Reflections……… .............. Ms. Quintessia McCullough, Granddaughter  
 Mr. Harold Gunter, Grandson 
                                                                       Michael Ellison, Jr., Grandson 
 

Solo ......................................................................................Ms. Dorothy Salley 
 

Words of Comfort ............................. Rev. Dr. Malcolm Taylor, Nephew 
 

Recessional ............................................................................................................  

 

128  Mt. Zion Church Road – Eastover, SC 29044 


