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Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
                                                                                                                                             Matthew 5:4 

 

, was born June 27, 2002, in Columbia, 

South Carolina.  He was the beloved son of Crystal Clay.  He departed this earthly life on Sunday, 
May 8, 2022, in Tacoma, Washington.   
 
Christofer attended the public schools of Richland County graduating from Ridgeview High 
School in 2019.  As a student at Ridge View, he was a member of chorus and competed in track, 
basketball, football and wrestling. 
 
Christofer was a proud soldier in the United States Army.  He enlisted in the Army on June 26, 
2020, as a Culinary Specialist and attended basic training two months later. After culinary 
training, he attended Airborne School in May 2021, and qualified on the T-11 parachute and 
earned the title of “Paratrooper”.  SPC Wheeler was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 1st Special 
Forces Group (Airborne) at Joint Base Lewis-McChord Army base in Tacoma, Washington.  While 
there, he worked at the Award-Winning Army Dining Facility, 1st Warrior Restaurant, providing 
well-balanced and nutritional meals to Special Forces Soldiers.  Since enlisting in 2020, he has 
been awarded the National Defense Service Medal, the Army Service Ribbon and the Parachutist 
Badge. 
 
SPC Wheeler was a member of Holy Light Tabernacle Church.  He was also a volunteer at Christ 
Central Ministries. 
 
Christofer was a loving son, brother, grandson, nephew, cousin, and dear friend.  He had a way 
of always making people laugh.  His smile was infectious, and his wit was unmatched; he will be 
missed.    
 
Christofer was preceded in death by his grandfather, Lloyd Clay, Jr.  
 
Those who will forever cherish Christofer’s fond and precious memories are his loving and 
devoted mother, Crystal Clay; his sister whom he adored, Marketta Guitroz; his loving and proud 
grandmother, Pastor Sylvia Mickens; his caring uncle, Allarick Clay; and his loving aunts, Alita 
Butler and Shakira Clay, all of Columbia, South Carolina;  a host of other uncles, aunts, cousins, 
other loving relatives and dear friends all of whom will miss Christofer dearly. 
 



 

Prelude 

 

Processional……………………………………………….………………………………………..…Clergy & Family 

 

Final Farewell…………………………………………………………………………..………..…….BTFH Directors 

 

Selection………………………………………………………………………………Reverend Matthew Mickens 
 

Prayer of Comfort…………………………………………………………………...Minister Cynthia Bookman 
 

Scripture Readings: 

Old Testament ........... ……………………………………………………………………Chaplain Joel Taylor 
                                                                                                                                                           United States Army 

 

New Testament…………………………………………………………………………….Elder John Mickens 

 

Selection……………………………………………………………………………………………Mr. Martin Mickens 

 

Reflections ………………………………………………………………............................................SFC Clint Youts 
                                                                                                                                            United States Army 

                                                                                                                        Mr. Christian Wilson, Friend 

 

Selection……………………………………………………………………………………………..Mr. Justin Mickens 

 

Words of Encouragement……………………………………………………………..Minister Todd Mickens 
 

Selection…………………………………………………………………………………..Missionary Hattie Horton 

 

Recessional 

Committal, Closing Prayer, Benediction & Interment 
 

Fort Jackson National Cemetery 
4170 Percival Road • Columbia, South Carolina 

Monday, May 23, 2022 at 2:00 PM 



GONE TOO SOON 
 

Like a comet blazing 'cross the evening sky 

Gone too soon 

Like a rainbow fading in the twinkling of an eye 

Gone too soon 

Shiny and sparkly and splendidly bright 

 Here one day, Gone one night 

Like the loss of sunlight on a cloudy afternoon 

Gone too soon 

Like a castle built upon a sandy beach 

Gone too soon 

Like a perfect flower that is just beyond your reach 

Gone too soon 

Born to amuse, to inspire, to delight 

Here one day Gone one night 

Like a sunset dying with the rising of the moon 

Gone too soon, Gone too soon. 
 

I’M THERE INSIDE YOUR HEART 
 

Right now, I’m in a different place and though we seem apart 
I’m closer than I ever was, I’m there inside your heart. 

I’m with you when you greet each day and while the sun shines bright 
I’m there to share the sunsets, too I’m with you every night. 

I’m with you when the times are good to share a laugh or two, 
And if a tear should start to fall, I’ll still be there for you. 
And when that day arrives that we no longer are apart, 

I’ll smile and hold you close to me, 
Forever in my heart. 

 

 

 
United States Army Honor Guard 

 

Family & Friends  

 
  

 

 

The Family of the late SPC Christofer A. Wheeler, wishes to express their sincere appreciation to each of you 
for the many expressions of kindness you have shown to them during this most difficult time.  

 Your prayers, calls, cards and other acts of kindness have truly been a blessing to us.  
 May God bless each of you for being a blessing to our family. 

 

Columbia Office  
2930 Colonial Drive 
Columbia, SC 29203 
(803) 254-2000 

Sumter Office 
353 Manning Avenue 

Sumter, SC 29153 
(803) 848-4002 


