
 

  

Family and Friends Family and Friends 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free 
I’m following the path God has laid for me. 

I took his hand when I heard his call, 
I turned my back and left it all. 
I could not stay another day, 

To laugh, to love, to work, or play, 
I found the peace at the close of the day. 

If my parting has left a void, 
Then fill it with remembered joys. 

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 
Oh yes, these things I too will miss. 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow,  
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 

My life’s been full, I savored much, 
Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch, 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief, 
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief. 

Lift up your heart and peace to thee 
God wanted me now; He set me free. 

 
 

The family of the late Deaconess Martha A. Martin Branch, wishes to express 
their sincere gratitude to each of you for the many expressions of 

kindness shown to them during this time.   It was comforting 
 knowing that God’s grace and love is real through it all. 

Thank you for being a blessing to our family. 

Services Entrusted to: 
Bostick-Tompkins Funeral Home 

Columbia Office 
2930 Colonial Drive 

Columbia, South Carolina 29203 
803.254.2000  

Sumter Office 
353 Manning Avenue 

Sumter, South Carolina 29150 
803.848.4002 

 
             

 
   
 

 
 
 

 

  

  

 

 



I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the Faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a Crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 

the righteous Judge, shall give me at that Day: and not to me only,  
but unto them also that love his appearing. 

                                                                                                                          2 Timothy 4:7-8 (KJV)  

                              
Deaconess Martha Ann Martin Branch, was born August 14, 1938, in 

Blaney (Kershaw County), South Carolina.  She was the beloved daughter of 
the late Leon and Pearl J. Martin.  She departed this life, and gained her 
heavenly wings on Wednesday, May 4, 2022, in Columbia, South Carolina. 
 

Martha was raised in the Tookie Doo Area in Kershaw County along with her 
13 siblings.  She was educated in the public schools of Fairfield County and 
was a graduate of Bethel High School.  During her Senior year, she held the 
title of Homecoming Queen.  She was very proud of that moment in her life, 
and she often share that wonderful experience with her children and 
grandchildren. She continued her education at Columbia School of 
Cosmetology and worked for many years as a cosmetologist. 
 

She met the love of her life, the late Roosevelt Branch, Sr. and was united in 
Holy Matrimony on September 28, 1957.  Their union of love was blessed 
with more than 60 years of love and devotion to each other and the births 
of six children. 
 

After raising her children, Martha went on to work at Olympia Mills.  Later in 
her life, her love for cooking led her to the Food Service Industry, where she 
used her talents as Head Cook at Crane Creek Elementary School, St. 
Andrews Middle School, Columbia High School and Johnson Food Services at 
Fort Jackson.  She was then recruited by the Food Service Department at 
Baptist Hospital from which she retired after many years of dedicated 
service.    
 

Deaconess Branch was a dedicated and longtime member of Gill Creek 
Baptist Church where she served as Deaconess along with her husband.  
During her tenure at Gill Creek, she also served as a dedicated member of 
the Jubilee Choir until her health declined.  
 

Deaconess Branch was a loving and devoted mother, grandmother, sister, 
aunt and friend.  She was also preceded in death by two sons, Roosevelt Jr., 
and Reginald Branch; and eleven of her siblings.  
 

Those who will forever cherish her fond and precious memories are her two 

loving sons, Ronald Branch and Roderick Branch, both of Columbia, SC; her 

two loving and caring daughters, Angela Branch Mack of Columbia, SC; and 

Brenda (Frank) Branch Kelly of Wedgefield, SC; six (6) loving grandchildren;  

eight (8) great-grandchildren; her caring and devoted sister, Catherine 

Martin Miller of Columbia, SC; one brother-in-law, Jessie James Branch of 

Fairfield, CA; four caring sisters-in-law, Betty Martin Branch of Elgin, SC; 

Geraldine Branch, Clare Branch, Annetha Martin, all of Columbia, SC; and 

Norma Branch of Chicago, IL; a host of nephews, nieces and other loving 

relatives and dear friends, all of whom join the family in sharing the grief 

caused by her departure, but rejoice that she is resting with the Lord.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Order of Service 
 

Reverend James C. Woodley, Officiating 
 

 

Prelude 
 
Processional………….…………………………….……………………………Clergy and Family 
 
Final Viewing & Farewell..…………………….……….…Bostick-Tompkins, Directors 
 
Opening Selection…………………………………………………….Gill Creek Jubilee Choir 
 
Scripture Readings………………………………………………………………………...Minister
  

Old Testament  - Psalm 23:4 
New Testament – John 14: 1-3 

 
Prayer of Comfort 
 
Selection…………………………………………………………Damontae Branch, Grandson 
 
Reflections…………..………………………………………………………Deacon Roscoe Bush 
                                                                                         LaCretia “NayNay” Branch 
 
Resolution………………………………………………………………..Deacon Ceasar Leysath 
                                                                                             Vice-Chair, Deacons Ministry 

               
Tribute…………………………………………………………………………………Ms. Rose Bowie 
 
Selection………………..…………………………………………………….….The Brown Family 
 
Words of Comfort……………………………………………Reverend James C. Woodley 
 
 Recessional ……………………………………………………………Gill Creek Jubilee Choir 

 

 


