
Her favorite pastimes were 
sewing, crafting, and tending 
to her flowers. Delores treated 
everyone with kindness and 
respect, a legacy she leaves 
behind to her abundant family. 
Her selfless and caring nature, led 
her to be an exceptional mother 
and grandmother. She wanted 
nothing more than the very best 
for her many special friends and 
loved ones. She will always be 
remembered for her devotion to 
her family. May they always look 
back fondly on her many special 
memories and may their lives 
reflect the joy she shared with so 
many over the years.

Delores M. Smith, age 84, of 
Payne, Ohio passed away Thursday, May 
27, 2021 at Vancrest. She was a member of 
Divine Mercy Parish in Payne and a member 
of the Altar Rosary Society. Delores will 
be sadly missed by her children, Deborah 
Hunter, Diane (Tom) Frecker, Robert (Ardis) Smith, Jean (Gerry) Bakle, 
Jana (Dennis) Ruff, & Susan (Jeff) Hamrick; 13 grandchildren; 24 great 
grandchildren & 1 great-great grandchild. Delores was also preceded 
in death by her husband, Leonard, grandson, Tony Frecker; sons-in-
laws, Michael Hunter & Tim Alles, 7 siblings, Richard & William Franklin, 
Ann Green, Bernice Lawrence, Dorothy Johnston & Catherine Boschet. 
Viewing is Tuesday, June 1, 2021, 4-7 pm with a rosary service at 7 pm at 
Dooley Funeral Home, 5761 SR 500, Payne. Viewing is also, Wednesday, 
9-9:30 am at Dooley Funeral Home, Payne. Mass is Wednesday, June 
2, 2021, 10 am, Divine Mercy Catholic Church, 203 W. Townline, Payne. 
Internment St John Cemetery, Payne. Memorials are to Divine Mercy, 417 
N. Main St, Paulding, Ohio 45879. Fond memories may be shared at 
dooleyfuneralhome.com.



Delores Smith was a wonderful wife, 
mother, grandmother, and great 
grandmother. She lived her life with 
a positive outlook that supported 
her during life’s greatest challenges. 
She was well loved by her family and 
there was never any doubt that they 
were loved by her! Her endearing 
personality and her compassion 
for others will be dearly missed. 
Delores’ selfless sacrifices as well 
as her unconditional love touched 
the lives of all those who knew and 
loved her.

Delores’ story begins on May 7, 
1937 in Fort Wayne, Indiana, while 
the nation was still recovering from 
tough economic times. She was 
born to Clara (Temple) and Clyde Franklin bringing great joy and hope into 
their lives. Born the youngest in the family, they were always proud to have 
raised such a respectful and well mannered daughter.

As a child, her family had very little and she learned how to be resourceful 
as well as grateful at an early age. Sadly, her father passed away when 
she was very young. As a result, she became very close with her mother, 
who was raising all the children by herself. Delores attended St. Charles 
Catholic School where she learned the value of a strong foundation of 
faith. Delores attended Central Catholic High 
School, but her junior year to enter the 
work force. She later obtained her 
GED and took accounting classes 
at Vantage. She started her 
interest in gardening and dancing 
around this time. New and 
exciting changes were in store 
for Delores when she met her 
future husband, Leonard Smith. 
They met when she was visiting a 
cousin who was also friends with 
Leonard. It has been said that 
she knew he was the one 
right from the start.  
 

With a desire to spend the 
rest of their lives together 
Leonard and Delores were 
married on August 13, 1955, 
at St. Patrick’s Catholic Ft. 
Wayne IN. Dedicated and 
loving parents, they raised six 
wonderful children.

Delores relished in her 
years as a mother. She 
looked forward to each 
and every holiday, yet 
Christmas was her 
favorite. She loved 
to make homemade 
decorations. One 
Christmas she made a train out of old milk cartons and coffee cans. 
Paying attention to every detail, she adorned each child’s name on a 
train car. It was a beautiful piece while it lasted! Active and always on 
the go, she savored many years of tent camping with the family. They 
loved to enjoy bonfires together after swimming or fishing throughout 
the day. She was known to play sports with the kids and never 

missed a season of ice skating! Any time they were together, Delores was 
content. She enjoyed each and every stage and was excited to set them 
off into the world when they were grown. She was immensely proud of 
their many accomplishments.

Delores worked hard to provide for her growing family over the years. 
When the children were independent she went back to work. She was a 
bartender at 4 Aces for a remarkable twenty-five years and a bookkeeper 
at EMP for another fifteen years. Whatever she set out to accomplish, 
she did with great pride. She was not rich in worldly things but her virtues 

were priceless. Delores never took a single day for granted and loved to 
be valued in the work setting. Her warm personality and ability to connect 
with various groups of 
people led her to many 
successful years.

Later in life, she 
enjoyed traveling. She 
and Leonard enjoyed 
spending time at the 
local casinos throughout 
Michigan as well as 
vacations to Myrtle 
Beach, SC., and Florida.  
 
 


