
the epitome of a lady, Darlene 
also had a few interests that 

were dear to her heart and kept others 
intrigued. For one, she loved Poker and was considered quite a card shark and when it 
came to her IU basketball or Notre Dame football, there was no greater fan! In addition 
to her fondness for sports, she loved to read the daily newspaper and magazines to keep 
up on current events. Darlene attended numerous sporting events of her grandkids over 
the years and nothing brought her greater joy than sharing in their successes. A woman 
who blessed so many lives, Darlene will be deeply missed and lovingly remembered for 
generations to come.

Darlene Burrier, 91, of Harlan, Indiana, passed away Monday, January 1, 2018, at Parkview 
Regional Medical Center. Darlene will be sadly missed by her daughter, Linda (Mike) Moore 

of Harlan; grandchildren; Lori (Gene) Knoblauch, Cory (Emily) Hissong and Adam 
(Andrea) Allford; great-grandchildren; Connor, Carter, Elise, Quinn, Isaiah, and Eli; 
four step-grandchildren and nine step-great-grandchildren. She was also preceded 
in death by her parents, Matt & Laura (Shekelton) Nulty; daughter, Lee Ann Allford 
and four siblings. A funeral mass will be Friday 
at 11 am at Divine Mercy Catholic Church, 
309 Monroe Street, Antwerp, Ohio. Viewing is 
planned for Thursday from 4-7 pm at the Dooley 
Funeral Home, 202 W. 
River Street, Antwerp 
and Friday 10-10:30 

am also at the funeral 
home.She will be laid to rest 
in Scipio Cemetery. Memorials 
are to Divine Mercy Catholic 
Church.Condolences and fond 
memories may be shared at 
www.dooleyfuneralhome.com



Fiercely independent, Darlene Burrier lived a very active life well into her later 
years. Even when aging prevented her from walking around her property, she 
was known to drive her golf cart around and pick up walnuts! She was classy, 
conscientious, and compassionate with a deep love of her family. Generous beyond 
measure, there simply wasn’t anything that Darlene wouldn’t do for someone in 
need. Known for her talent in the kitchen 
and her delicious chocolate cakes, she 
delighted in hosting countless Sunday 

dinners with her growing family 
and celebrating life’s richest 
blessings. Darlene leaves behind a 
rich collection of warm memories 
for her special friends and loved 
ones to cherish forever.

Looking back on the 1920’s, 
it was a period of sustained 
economic prosperity. By 1926, The Ford Motor Company announced the 
creation of the 40-hour work week! The Treaty of Berlin was also signed 
that year in the hopes that Germany and the Soviet Union would remain 

neutral with each other if either was attacked by a third party. The improvement in 
the relationship between the two countries did not last long as Hitler rose to power. 
With the media focused on jazz music and celebrities, Matt and Laura (Shekelton) 
Nulty welcomed home their fifth child, a newborn baby girl, Mary Darlene on April 21, 
1926, in Riceville, Iowa. Joining her siblings Cecil, Catherine, Emmett, and Robert, 
her birth brought great joy to the family home.

Growing up in Santa Monica, California with a set of hard-working parents, Darlene 
was no stranger to pitching in and helping out around the home 
at a young age. Her father worked for McDonnell Douglas and 

her mother was a homemaker who taught Darlene the 
proper etiquette of being a young lady. They raised her 
with a devout Catholic faith of which she was proud. 
Graduating from St. Monica’s High School, Darlene 

set off to follow in her father’s 
footsteps by taking up employment 
with McDonnell Douglas, a major 
American aerospace manufacturing 
corporation and defense contractor 
of its time. She was admired 
by her employers as being 
intelligent, punctual, and 
fearless.

Although Santa Monica had 
been her hometown for many 

years, it was the meeting of Ralph Burrier, a local serviceman with the Army 
Air Corp, that would change her life forever! With his striking good looks and 
charming personality, he convinced Darlene that moving back to Indiana where 
he was from would be the perfect setting for them to raise their family and 
chase their dreams. Joining in marriage on February 4, 1950, at St. Monica’s 
Church in Santa Monica was just 
the beginning for this happy 
couple. No sooner had the dust 
settled from relocating to the 
Midwest, Darlene and Ralph 
began working on the family dairy 

farm. The life of farming was relentless 
and tiresome at times, yet Darlene 
never turned down an opportunity to 
milk the cows or do whatever tasks 
it took to keep their farm running 
smoothly. Hard to believe they found 
much time to begin a family of their 
own, yet she and Ralph raised two wonderful 

daughters, Linda and Lee Ann of whom they were 
very proud. Darlene loved to make clothes for the 
girls and insisted on making homemade Halloween 
costumes that even won them awards! The young 
family enjoyed many road trips back to California, 
toured both Washington D.C. and Niagara Falls, yet 
their favorite place of all was the memories they made year after year at their trailer on 

Barton Lake! In addition to the family farm, Darlene also worked at International 
Harvester before landing a position with Kruse International Auctions where she 
remained for more than thirty years! Due to the notoriety of the auction scene, she 
saw many exciting times during her years there.

A widower for nearly fifty years after Ralph passed away, Darlene 
continued on with a great passion for living. Being a member of 
the Chatter Home Ec Club & the Red Hat Society for many years 
gave her the freedom to travel with friends as well as keep up her 
instinctive classy charm. Despite her domesticated ways of being 


