
was generous beyond compare. Deeply loved, 
he will be forever missed.

Richard Lee Hitchcock, of Antwerp, passed 
away Thursday, November 9, 2017, at 
Parkview Regional Medical Center, Fort 
Wayne. Dick’s family includes his wife, 
Collene (Crosby); mother, Madonna of Kalida; 
daughters, Chellene (David) Warford of Fort 
Wayne & Amanda (Matthew) Pace of Tiro; 
siblings, Robert (Juanita) of Lakeland, FL & 
Steven (Patti) of Continental; grandchildren, 
Savannah & Brystol Pace & Melita Warford. Dick was preceded in 
death by his father, Chalres and siblings, Elaine Boesel & John. Dick’s 
funeral service is Tuesday, 11 a.m. with viewing one hour prior at Dooley 
Funeral Home, 202 W. River Street, Antwerp. Viewing is also Monday, 2-4 
& 6-8 pm. Dick will be laid to rest in Maumee 

Cemetery. Memorials 
are to Anheuser-Busch 
Foundation, One Busch 
Place, St. Louis, MO 
63118 for education 
and disaster relief. 
Fond memories may 
be shared at www.
dooleyfuneralhome.com



Throughout his rich and rewarding life, Richard 
Hitchcock lived a life of purpose while holding 
his loved ones near. A longtime resident of the 
community he called home, he was the sort 
of person who would help anyone he could 
in ways both great and small. Although he 
accomplished so much of which to be proud, 
Dick was a humble man whose greatest source 
of pride and joy was found in the family he 
treasured. Life will never be the same without 
him here, but he leaves behind a priceless 
collection of memories that his loved ones will 
forever hold near and dear to their hearts.

It was great to be an American during the 1950s, and America was on the 
move. Televisions were becoming part of our homes like never before, and 
with shows like Father Knows Best the idea of the typical American family 
was on display. This was also the decade that Elvis Presley took the music 
world by storm with his rock ’n roll music. Amidst this eventful time was 
a time of great anticipation in the lives of Charles Lee and Mary Madonna 
(Minch) Hitchcock as they were eagerly awaiting the birth of their new 
baby as August appeared on the horizon in 
1951. The big day finally arrived when 
the baby boy they named Richard 
Lee drew his first breath on August 
11th in Lima, Ohio. He was one of 
five Hitchcock children as he was 
raised in the family home in nearby 
Continental alongside his siblings, 
Elaine, John, Robert, and Steven.

In many ways, Richard, or Dick as 
he was usually known, experienced 
an upbringing that was typical for 
the youth of his generation. His 
father supported their family with 
his grocery and dry goods store in 
Continental, Ohio, while his mother 
was a busy homemaker. While growing 
up Dick enjoyed fishing, and he used a 
kernel of canned corn as bait. Known for 
his strong work ethic throughout his 
life, he was responsible for 
the family store inventory 
at age nine. As a teen 

Dick continued to fish regularly, but he also got 
into mushroom hunting and loved bowling. He was 
an amazing bowler, too, as he bowled several 300 
games and was even offered a chance to bowl on 
tour. Dick declined the offer because he needed to 
earn money for his family instead. He attended local 
schools and graduated from high school. It was as a 
young man that Dick took a job with General Motors. 
This proved to be a good fit, and it was where he 
spent his entire career until he retired in 2011.

Life was forever changed for Dick when he met the 
young woman who would hold the key to his heart 
for the rest of his life. Her name was Collene Crosby, 
and they met while he was cruising in Continental and 

she took a ride with friends. Their paths crossed, and Dick gave her an 
unforgettable kiss, which was all it took! Sparks continued to fly between 
them, and it wasn’t long before the couple had fallen deeply in love. With 
a desire to spend the rest of their lives together, Dick and Collene were 
married on December 18, 1971. Together they welcomed two daughters, 
Chellene and Amanda, into their hearts and home. Some of their most 
memorable moments were made on a couple 

of family vacations. They had an amazing 
time at Disney World, and they also went to 
Niagara Falls where Dick heard a woman 
say, “We drove 700 miles just to see water 
run over a hill!”

As his family and friends can attest, Dick 
was one to keep busy. He still enjoyed 
bowling, fishing, and mushroom hunting 

until his last days. Dick was a fan of the 
Cincinnati Reds and the Pete Rose era. 
Around home he loved taking care of 
his garden.

When reflecting on the life of 
Richard Hitchcock, words such 
as honorable, hardworking, and 
generous come to mind. He 
always had an answer, whether 
it was right or wrong, and he 
loved a good laugh. A loving and 
devoted family man, Dick was 
fiercely protective of his wife and 
daughters, and he was filled with 
unspeakable joy to become a 
grandfather later in life. A friend of 
Dick’s was a friend for life, and he 


