
the values of his faith. Jim loved unconditionally, practiced forgiveness, 
encouraged peace, and remained humble. 
His heart was a safe place for other’s 
to simply be and his efforts to live life in 
service of others were evident.

May it afford deep comfort to know that 
each of us holds the best of Jim’s legacy 
in our hearts and that as we share these 

gifts, we keep his spirit alive and emanating 
out to others. May it also provide comfort to 
know that Jim has been lovingly welcomed to 
Heaven with a resounding, “Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant...”

James Edward Robbins, 79, of Fort Wayne, 
passed away at home Wednesday, November 1, 
2017. Jim was born in Fort Wayne, on August 
18, 1938, a son of the late Virginia Alma 
(Beverforden) and Jack Robbins.

Jim will be sadly missed by his wife, Helen 
(Alexander) whom he married Oct. 16, 1959; 
children, Gregory (Tina) of Pomeroy, OH, 
James (Tami) of Woodburn, IN, Timothy 
(Christy) of Butler, IN & Gloria Crider of Fort 
Wayne, IN; siblings, Paul (Mary) of West 
Chicago, IL, Sharon Sprunger of Las Vegas, 

NV, Miriam (Jesse) Stout of South Bend, IN & Thomas (Pam) of 
Logansport, IN and 3 grandchildren, Hannah Marie Baumer, Micah 
James Robbins & Brandon Lee Crider. Jim was also preceded in death 
by his brother, John & sister, Carroll Pickett.

Service is Monday, November 6, 2017, 11 am with calling one hour 
prior at Woodburn Missionary 
Church, 5108 Bull Rapids Rd, 
Woodburn, IN 46797. Viewing is 
Sunday, November 5, 2017, 4 - 8 

pm at the church. He will be laid to 
rest at Scipio Cemetery. Memorials 
are to CMO Haiti, 3054 W. 400 N., 
Peru, IN 46970



Gentle, loving, and loyal, James Robbins lived each day as a dedicated 
servant of the Lord and a devoted family man. Jim 
humbly centered each day in his faith and his 
commitment to sharing the Good Word of the Lord 
with others. Both wise and kind, Jim lived each day 
consciously learning, freely giving, and consistently 
embodying the core beliefs of his faith. A man 
who had room in his heart for all, Jim will long be 
remembered for his legacy of selflessly serving 
God and others. Loved and revered, Jim will be 
dearly held in the hearts and lives of many.

Growing up in the Fort Wayne and Peru area of 
Northern Indiana, Jim inherited a strong sense of 

faith and the value of embracing each day as a gift 
from his parents. While his father worked at Wayne 
Pump Co., and his mother managed the home, the couple also built their 
family on the firm foundation of Evangelism and missionary work.

As a youngster, Jim had a special passion for the Zoo. One of his favorite 
memories was visiting the Toledo Zoo. He cried when they had to leave 
and was inspired to found “Zoo News.” With a cardboard box as his 
TV, Jim prepared and delivered Zoo centered news stories that included 
photos and live props, including snakes! 
Jim’s childhood was rich with the 
companionship of his siblings, Paul, John, 
Sharon, Carol, Miriam, and Thomas. He 
also enjoyed exploring the outdoors where 
God’s wonders amazed him. When not in 
school, Jim could often be found studying 
his Bible. Long walks along the river and 
regular study of the Bible quickly grew into 
lifelong practices for Jim.

While a senior in high school, Jim 
soon had the good fortune of 
meeting his future wife, Helen 
Alexander. Jim first met Helen in 
Humboldt, Tennessee when he 
picked her family up for church. Instantly connected, the young 
couple was soon courting and planning their future together. On 
October 16, 1959, Jim and Helen exchanged their marriage vows 
in a wedding ceremony at Southside Nazarene Church.

With the love of his life at his side, Jim began his 33year career 
at General Electric and his active service as a minister. With the 

births of their four beautiful children, Gregory, James, Timothy & 
Gloria, Jim’s heart and call to service grew more and more clear. 
With his signature great sense of humor, Jim enjoyed playing 
good-hearted jokes.

When Gloria was born, Jim wrapped a teddy bear in a 
blanket and lovingly presented it to his oldest son Greg. Jim’s 
commitment to faith and family 
provided a deep sense of center 
and purpose. He treasured creating 

family traditions, especially those that 
centered around religious holidays such as 
Easter and Christmas.

Thanksgiving and birthdays were also 
important gatherings. Jim also 
enjoyed the simple weekly tradition of 
Mexican food! One of Jim’s special 
traditions was returning to Haiti on further 
mission trips. Visiting the Holy Land and 
traveling to the Smoky Mountains also 
proved memorable.

A man of many interests, Jim loved map 
study, especially of the Middle East and 

he sang in a men’s quartet for several 
years. While he did some target shooting and 
enjoyed watching some football, he much preferred 
watching nature programs, Cops or Andy Griffith. 
Jim especially enjoyed watching his granddaughter 
Hannah play softball and his grandson Micah play basketball. Saturday’s he 
loved pizza and cheeseburgers with Brandon. Without a doubt, spending 
time with his grandchildren, Hannah, Micah, and Brandon was a treasure 
beyond words.

For those who knew him best, Jim’s greatest legacy 
was his love and devotion to God’s word. Jim always 
found the most fulfillment behind the pulpit, for it was 
there, in the service of God, that he knew no doubt. 
The privilege of sharing God’s love both humbled 
and inspired Jim and he was never more radiant 
than when sharing the Good Word. For over 60 
years, Jim was involved in some form of ministry. 

For five years he served as pastor at Spring 
Hill Missionary Church in Berne, Indiana, 

and for 23 years he pastored at Antioch 
Chapel Friends Church, in Van Wert, 

Ohio. A devoted Christian, Jim 
consciously strove to embody 


