
Dick had a heart for his community and 
he served it well. He delivered Meals on 
Wheels and was a member of the fraternal 
order of Eagles. He was active as an 
Antwerp Village council member, serving 
on the water and cemetery boards. Dick 
was just stubborn enough to enjoy a good 

debate, especially concerning politics, 
and he certainly was never shy about 
voicing his opinions. Even so, Dick 
was a friend of many. He liked a 
good joke or two, and he was helpful 
when help was needed. His love and 
generosity was straight from the heart, 
and for these things and so much 
more, Dick will be lovingly remembered 
and deeply missed.

Richard “Dick” Gordon, 82 of Antwerp, 
passed away at home Saturday, 
September 30, 2017. He will be 
sadly missed by his four children, 
Debra Fields of Hicksville, Dave 
Gordon, Danny (Dawn) Gordon, 
both of Antwerp, and Pamela 
(Tad) Walters of Lexington, OK; 
14 grandchildren, Richard, 
Angie, James, Tiffany, David, 
Melissa, Tamara, Nicole, David, 
Derek, Anthony, Bradley, Misty, and 
Vanessa; 35 great-grandchildren and two great great-

grandchildren. Dick was preceded in death by his wife, Ruth 
(Mortorff) Gordon; his mother, Ione (Gordon) Franks; and grandparents, 
Harvey and Adah Gordon.

The funeral service for Dick will be held Thursday, October 5, 2017, 11:00 
AM where friends may visit with his family for one hour prior at Dooley 
Funeral Home, Antwerp. Viewing will also take place Wednesday, October 
4 from 6-8 PM at the funeral home. He will be laid to rest in Maumee 
Cemetery. For those who wish, memorials to the Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital. To share fond memories of Dick and to sign his online guest 
book, please visit www.dooleyfuneralhome.com.



In many ways, Dick Gordon defined the meaning 
of devoted husband and family man. His 

dedication to his family was without 
end, and his passions and various 
interests exemplified Dick’s one 
of a kind nature. Ever loyal and 
trustworthy, Dick was someone 
with whom others could rely for 
an honest opinion and a positive 
word. He was giving with his 
time and talents, and was always 
willing to lend a helping hand. 
Dick lived fully surrounded by 
those he held most dear, leaving 

a lasting legacy to be remembered 
always. His generous, kind, and personable 
nature will be sorely missed and treasured.

By 1935, life was greatly defined by the trials of 
the Great Depression, yet Americans forged on 
with lasting hope. President Teddy Roosevelt was 
re-elected to a second term while Ginger Rogers 
and Fred Astaire danced their way into the hearts 

of many. Born on February 25, 1935 in 
Antwerp, Richard “Dick” Gordon was 
the son of Ione (Gordon) Franks. A seamstress by trade, Dick’s 
mother worked at the Antwerp Furniture Factory to lovingly 
support her young son. Having grown up in Antwerp, Dick 
was also raised by his grandparents, Harvey and Adah Gordon 
whom he dearly loved and respected.

An only child, Dick experienced much during his childhood 
all while sharing boyhood adventures with friends. Like most, 
he found his share of mischief, yet from a young age he 

learned the value of hard work. Dick 
was also quite independent. He once 
even hopped a train from Antwerp to 
Chicago at a very young age just to 
get away. Although he received his 
early education from the area schools, 
Dick left his schooling behind during 
the 11th grade in search of work to 
help his mother financially. In his early 
years he worked at the Casad Depot 
in New Haven, Indiana as well as the 

Antwerp Equity Exchange. Before moving on to his longtime career 
with General Motors, Dick worked for Paul Kennedy Excavating.

When Dick met the girl of his dreams his heart was never quite the 
same. He met Ruth Mortorff when she was only 14, and even though 
he had been dating one of her friends, 
his eye was really on her. In time and 
after getting to know and love Ruth, 
the two were happily married in 1953 
at the home of a mutual friend. Before 
long they came to share their love with 

the births of their four children, Debra, Dave, 
Danny, and Pamela. Although he could be 
ornery and he had his share of opinions at 
times, Dick worked hard to make a good 
home and life for both Ruth and the kids.

Dick was truly in his element when blessed 
with the addition of grandchildren in 
his life. He especially loved watching 
his granddaughters play softball, and in all ways he was a loving 
and devoted grandfather to each of his grandchildren. In later 
years, he also loved taking the grandkids to Florida with them, yet 
when his own children were young he preferred dropping them off 
at their grandparents so he and Ruth could vacation alone. In his 
own way, Dick was a true romantic when it came to his beloved 
Ruth! They also liked traveling to visit their daughter, Pam who lived 
in Oklahoma.

There were many things Dick enjoyed 
such as tractors and farm animals. 
In fact, he even raised two hogs, 
a horse and a pony in town where 
he and Ruth made their home. Not 
much could keep Dick down, even 
retirement. After retiring from GM he 
did local appliance and refrigeration 
repairs. At one point he had a 
recreation center for the children in 
Antwerp, and for a brief time he and 
Ruth owned and operated Dick and 

Ruth’s Tavern in Hicksville, Ohio. It was 
during this time when Dick owned a race car with his brother-
in-law, Paul. To play a joke on Ruth, Paul told her to go to town 
and buy a left handed monkey wrench for them which they all 
had a good laugh over. When his beloved Ruth sadly passed 
away, the love and support of his family and friends saw Dick 
through this trying time.


