
 
 The family of Carol Rae (Meeks) Varilek wishes everyone 
to know that her work here on earth is complete.  On June 
8th, 2018 she answered the call home to join family and 
friends not seen in a long time.  Carol was born August 17th 
1954 to William and Elaine Meeks in Waukesha, WI. She 
graduated from Campbell County High School in Gillette, WY 
in May of 1972 and married John Varilek in August the same 
year. John and Carol initially settled in Palisade, Nebraska but 
soon moved to Culbertson where they raised four upstanding 
young men.   
 For many years Carol stayed home with her family and did 
a remarkable job assuring they made practices/games on 
time, completed their homework, wore color coordinated     
ensembles and came home sharply on the appointed hour.  
She later took work at the Frenchman Valley Irrigation District 
office and then the Culbertson Elevator where she thoroughly 
enjoyed conversing with the farmers/characters of the local 
area.  She later looked forward to helping each year with   
Harvest, driving grain cart.  In her free time, Carol loved to 
read, sew, tend to her garden and chickens and chase Arlie 
(Great Dane) out of the house.  She was active in the Trinity 
Lutheran Church as a long-time treasurer and Sunday School/
Vacation Bible School teacher/director.  She enjoyed many 
years with the Friendly Neighbors women’s club and       
treasured spending time with her grandchildren.  
 Carol leaves behind John, her beloved husband of 46 
years, her sons: John (JD) and his wife Karen; children Anna 
and John of Bossier City Louisiana, Brandon and his wife 
Bradette; children William, Blaine and Wyatt of Raymond    
Nebraska, Phillip and Wife Jennifer; son Paxton and daughter 
Charlotte Rae of Tucson Arizona, Benjamin and his wife 
Julieann of Apollo Pennsylvania, and her sister Patti (Meeks) 
Westre and husband Jay of Kermit Texas; sons Byron, Darren 
and Galen.  Carol is preceded in death by her Father William 
Meeks and Mother Elaine Meeks.   
 Carol was a loving wife, mother and friend. We wish her a 
safe journey until we all meet up with her again in the       
presence of our Lord. We will remember her smile, her        
energy, her love of life, family and friends, and the stacks of 
books stashed throughout the house. She worked hard her 
whole life and the world is a better place for having her in it.  
 Memorials may be given in her name to St. Jude Children’s         
Research Hospital, the Palisade Veteran’s Memorial or the 
Culbertson Rescue, 313 Tate St, Culbertson, NE 69001. 
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~ In Loving Memory ~ 



 
 

God saw you were getting tired 

And a cure was not to be… 

So He put His arms around you  

And whispered, “Come with Me.” 
 

With tearful eyes, 

We watched you suffer, 

And saw you fade away. 

Although we loved you dearly, 

We could not make you stay. 
 

 A golden heart stopped beating 

Hard-working hands laid to rest. 

God broke our hearts to prove to us, 

He only takes the best. 
 

~ ~ ~ 

 

God looked around His garden 

And he found an empty place. 

He looked down upon the earth  

and saw your tired face. 

He put His arms around you and lifted you to rest, 

God’s garden must be beautiful, 

He always takes the best. 

He knew that you would never get well on earth again. 

He saw that “the road” was getting rough,  

And the hills were hard to climb. 

So He closed your weary eyelids and whispered 

“Peace be thine.” 

It broke our hearts to lose you, 

But you didn’t go alone. 

For part of us went with you 

The day God called you home. 
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