
 Rhonda Lynn Emerson, age 54, of McCook, Nebraska passed away on 
December 23, 2017 at her home in McCook due to complications from ALS. 
 Rhonda was born October 11, 1963 to parents Richard L. Propp and     
Kathleen A. (Boyer) Propp.  She attended school in Culbertson, Nebraska    
graduating with the class of 1981.  She continued her education at McCook    
Community College, McCook, Nebraska, graduating in 1983 with an Associate of 
Arts Degree in Fine Arts, graduated Suma Cum Laude.  In 1985, she received her 
Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree from Kearney State College, Kearney, Nebraska, 
graduated Magna Cum Laude. 
 On March 27, 2010 she married the love of her life, Gregg Emerson, in the 
United Methodist Church in Culbertson, Nebraska.  
 Rhonda's vibrant style, magnetic personality, and ability to love everyone 
she met gained her many friends, which is a quality we will never forget. She was 
always jovial with a smile and words of encouragement for all. She loved camping 
and hanging with her Friday night friends. Rhonda loved family gatherings and 
treated all of her nieces and nephews as her own. Her birthday was not just   
October 11, but a month long celebration. Rhonda's spirit and artwork will      
continue to live on in our hearts. 
 Rhonda was a gifted artist and used her talents in work, family and play. 
Rhonda's artistic ability was displayed through her activity in community theater, 
college theater and high school theater, winning many awards in her acting    
career. She participated in numerous plays and was often selected as the lead 
role. Those who love her know that she was an actress on and off the stage. 
 Her successful career involved working at the local news paper, radio    
advertising, Co-Owner of Creative Edge Printing & Graphics and later some  
freelance graphic art work.  Many of the logos you see around the community 
were designed by Rhonda. 
 Rhonda was baptized and confirmed in the United Methodist Church in 
Culbertson, Nebraska. 
 Rhonda was preceded in death by her father, Richard Lee Propp; her    
paternal grandmother, Lydia Harris; maternal grandparents, Ben and Retha 
Boyer; and a special great aunt and uncle Jake and Lydia Propp. 
 Rhonda is survived by her husband, Gregg Emerson, of McCook: step-son, 
Cody (Kay) Emerson and children Hendrix and Remington of Lawrence, Kansas; 
step-daughter, Stephanie (Matthew) Emerson-Belville and children Samantha and 
Matisen of Grand Island, Nebraska; mother, Kathleen and step-father, Kenneth 
Jankovitz of Culbertson, Nebraska; two sisters, Kalyn and husband, Jerry Ruzicka 
of McCook, Nebraska, Karla and husband, David Polly of McCook, Nebraska; two 
brothers, Kerwin and wife, Mindy Propp of Culbertson, Nebraska, Scott and wife 
Tarasa Propp of Trenton, Nebraska; as well as numerous nieces, nephews and 
extended family and friends. 



 
 

Riding Wistful Horses 
by Alastair Adamson  

 
Sitting here and thinking how 

My life much richer is now 
For all the ones I've chanced upon 

And the tapestry that was spun 
 

There was a time when no one came 
No friends to play in childhood game 

No one to shelter from the rain 
Nor the adolescent pain 

 
Yet in my inner heart I knew 
Secrets rare and secrets true 

Were wishes horses, all would ride 
Other dreamers by my side 

 
Then one day I dropped my guard 

I never did something so hard 
In my heart I let others in 
And found I had a friend 

 
By one's and two's they gathered near 

Soothing all my darkest fears 
A tapestry we began to weave 

And I once more believe 
 

For youth need never fade away 
As long as I can dream and play 

On wistful horses I will ride 
With other dreamers at my side  

 
 

Memorials May Be Given In Her Name 

 

~ In Loving Memory ~ 
 

Rhonda Lynn Emerson 
                                                           

Date of Birth                                        Date of Death 
October 11, 1963                           December 23, 2017 

McCook, Nebraska                        McCook, Nebraska 

                   

Funeral Service 

Friday ~ December 29, 2017 ~ 2:00 PM 

Carpenter Breland Funeral Home 

Officiating ~ Jerry Ruzicka 

 

Recorded Music 
“Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)” 

“Crazy”    “Hallelujah” 

Video Music ~ Rhonda Emerson 

 

Pallbearers 

Garrett Nokes    Justen Nokes    Jay Ruzicka 

Dylan Propp    Jerron Ruzicka    Jeff Dunn 

 

Burial 

Culbertson Cemetery         Culbertson, Nebraska 

 
Arrangements by Carpenter Breland Funeral Home 

McCook, Nebraska ~ www.carpenterbreland.com 


