
 

Donald E. “Doc” Schamel of McCook, NE peacefully passed away May 9, 2017 at Uni-

versity of Nebraska Medical Center in Omaha, NE with his family by his side.  Don was 

84 years old. 

Don was born on June 20, 1932 in Indianola, NE to Harry Albert and Ethel  

Adelaide Marie (Junker) Schamel.  He graduated from Indianola High School in 1950.  

He attended McCook Community College on a basketball scholarship. 

Don married Joan Koetter on February 20, 1955 at the Memorial Methodist Church in 

McCook.  To this union three children were born.  Joan passed away June 2, 2014. 

Don proudly served his country as a member of the United States Army during the Ko-

rean War in 1952 - 1953, and was involved in the Battle of Heartbreak Hill. He deeply 

loved his country, a love he passed onto his family as he instilled a great sense of pride 

and patriotism in them. 

Don’s work in the Automotive Parts Industry began at Shores Auto Supply in McCook.   

Don and Joan moved to Omaha where he managed an Automotive Distribution Center 

for 8 years.  Moving back to McCook in 1976, the couple owned and operated Schamel’s 

Auto Supply, Inc. for over 20 years.  Don was also a partner in an additional parts store 

in Kearney, NE.  He had a great relationship with his customers, and considered it a 

privilege to call many of them his true friends. 

Don was a member of BPO Elks Lodge 1434, McCook, where he was active in benevo-

lent work for many years.  He was honored to serve as Exalted Ruler in 1988.  Don was 

an avid golfer and enjoyed sharing that passion with his friends and grandchildren.  He 

was a devoted Cornhusker fan who enjoyed traveling to many  games and bowl games 

with friends.  For many years, he refereed high school basketball and football games 

throughout Nebraska and Iowa.  During this tenure, Don’s officiating team had the great 

honor of being selected to  

officiate the 1975 Nebraska Shrine Game at Memorial Stadium in Lincoln, NE. 

Don’s greatest pride was his family.  He loved being a father, grandfather and great 

grandfather.  He took delight in spending quality family time involved in activities, 

sports and family gatherings. 

He enjoyed playing cards, especially pitch, for many years.  Staying active, he truly val-

ued his Monday night pitch games with friends at TJ’s Fun Center in McCook.  Don also 

greatly enjoyed having kitchen coffee visits with his friends. 

Don was preceded in death by his parents; his loving wife, Joan Schamel; six sisters, 

Helen (Walter) Walz, Elsie (Ewald) Werschke, Ruth (Orville) Stewart, Iona (Gaylord) 

Harned, Roberta (Gerald) Brooks and Ester Sedlacek; and brother in law, Randy Koetter. 

He is survived by his three children Susan (Garry) Malmberg of Omaha, Debra (Rich) 

Cappel of McCook and Donnie Schamel, Jr of Indianola; grandchildren Rich (Maggie) 

Cappel of Fremont, NE, Sean Cappel of Davey, NE, Sara (Bob) Langan of Kearney, NE, 

and Melissa Malmberg and Mike Malmberg both of Omaha; great grandchildren Emma, 

Everly, Rowen, and Landen Cappel of    Fremont; brother Robert (Doris) Schamel of 

Stockton, KS; sister in law Janice (Norm) O’Grady of McCook; brother in laws Ray 

(Sondra) Koetter of Hemet, CA, Martin (Diane) Koetter of Downs, KS and Kenard 

(Lisa) Koetter of Ellinwood, KS.  Also surviving are many nieces, nephews and special 

friends. 

In Loving Memory of 

Donald E. “Doc” Schamel 
 

June 20, 1932 

~ 

May 9, 2017 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Arrangements by Carpenter Breland Funeral Home 

McCook, Nebraska  www.carpenterbreland.com 

 

 

AFTER GLOW 
 

I’d like the memory of me 

to be a happy one. 

I’d like to leave an after glow 

of smiles when life is done. 

 

I’d like to leave an echo 

whispering softly down the ways, 

of happy times and laughing times, 

of bright and sunny days. 

 

I’d like the tears of those who grieve, 

to dry before the sun 

Of happy memories that I leave 

when life is done. 

 

Grandpa’s Gone To Heaven 
One quiet day the angels come and took grandpa far away. But in the 

stillness of the night, I could almost hear him say. 
 

“Dear grandchild, I will miss you. You mean so much to me.  But  

Jesus called me to His side in Heaven I will be. 
 

A place of God’s great beauty, no tears or earthly cares.  Only peace 

and joy forever and love beyond compare. 
 

So remember all the good times, don't think about the sad.  Treasure 

all the special moments through the years we’ve  always had. 
 

And if you trust in Jesus, I promise this and more.  You will get a hug 

from grandpa someday on “Heaven’s Golden Shore”. 

 

 
 

~ In Loving Memory ~ 
 

Donald  “Doc” Schamel 

                                                           

Date of Birth                                         
June 20, 1932 

Indianola, Nebraska 
  

Date of Death 
May 9, 2017 

Omaha, Nebraska 
            

Funeral Service 
Saturday ~ May 13, 2017 ~ 10:30 AM 

 Carpenter Breland Funeral Home 

 Officiating ~ Pastor Clark Bates 
 

Recorded Music 
“How Great Thou Art”   Alan Jackson 

“The Old Rugged Cross”  Eddy Arnold 

“Music Box Dancer”   Floyd Cramer 
 

 Pallbearers 
Rich A. Cappel    Garry Malmberg   Rich E. Cappel 

Sean Cappel         Mike Malmberg      Bob Harrison 
 

Honorary Pallbearers 
   Sara Langan    Melissa Malmberg 

Marshall Grant  
 

Burial with Military Honors 
Memorial Park Cemetery 

McCook, Nebraska 
 

Memorial Contributions are Suggested to: 
McCook Humane Society 

100 South Street   McCook, NE  69001 


