
Gladys Louise Crocker 
 
 Gladys Louise Crocker, devoted daughter, wife, mother and grand 
mother, entered into rest on April 27, 2017 at the age of 89. She was born 
March 13, 1928, the fourth child of August and Mary Grafel in Culbertson, 
NE.  Gladys grew up on the family homestead and graduated from     
Culbertson High. She met Leo Crocker at a local dance, love blossomed, 
and they were married May 23, 1946 in McCook. Leo and Gladys farmed 
southeast of McCook, as the third generation, on the Crocker homestead. 
 Together they made their way through life, raising their family,    
faithfully following their children’s athletics and being active members of 
the community. She was a member of the Socialbelles extension club and 
the Memorial United Methodist Church. 
 As her family matured, Gladys began working at JC Penney,      
beginning as their ‘alteration lady’ in the men’s department.  She retired 
from JC Penney in the mid-1990s after over 40 years of service. 
 Gladys was the proud mother of Mary Lea (Michael) Herrmann of 
Clawson, Michigan; Shirley Ele of Holland, Nebraska; Thomas (Charlotte) 
Crocker of Moorpark, California; Deborah (Joseph) Blackmore of Kalama, 
Washington, and Ronald (Lisa) Crocker of McCook, Nebraska. She   
cherished her 16 grandchildren, 28 great-grandchildren and 3 great-great- 
grandchildren. 
 She found much joy in her church activities, family gatherings,    
tending to her yard, volunteering with the ‘good friend’ program and her 
PEO sisters. She also loved to quilt and each grandchild received one as 
a baby and again as a high school graduate. Favorite memories of her 
grandchildren include learning how to sew, the aroma of fresh baked  
cinnamon rolls and family Christmas plays. 
 Gladys was preceded in death by her beloved husband Leo; parents; 
brothers Raymond, Harry and Harlan Grafel; and sister Grace Dack, one 
sister-in-law and three brothers-in-law. She is survived by her sisters  
Beulah Brown, Fort Morgan, Colorado and Donna Hoxie, Lincoln,       
Nebraska and her brother Elmore (Beverly) Grafel, Culbertson, Nebraska. 
 While we will miss her dearly we are comforted by the thought that 
she is joined once again with the love of her life, Leo, for all eternity. 



 
Together Again 

 
“A reunion occurred in Heaven this week 

Of the sweetest and most joyful kind 
As Mom’s spirit moved beyond this earth 

Released from her mortal life 
And what a reunion it must have been! 

A joy beyond our conceiving 
When Mom met Dad in heaven again 

Ending years of dignified grieving 
And we are certain Mom is still holding Dad’s hand 

While he cherishes each moment by her side 
And they’re experiencing the joy of being together again 

Catching up on the years they were denied 
We are confident they are also looking over us 

Hoping this happiness will lessen our pain 
As we contemplate the joy that they finally feel 

Now that they are together again 
And though we’ll miss them terribly 

And will long for them with deepest grief 
We are reminded that love is more powerful than death 

And this knowledge gives us comfort and peace 
We can still feel their love surround us 

Giving us a desire to continue on 
To try our best to live our lives well 
In the ways they would have done 

For we know this isn’t the only reunion 
Someday we’ll be called back to be with them 
For life can lead us to greater happiness…” 

Author Unknown 
 
 
 

Memorials May Be Given In Her Name 
 

 

 

 

~ In Loving Memory ~ 
 

Gladys Louise Crocker 
                                                           

Date of Birth                                        Date of Death 
March 13, 1928                                     April 27, 2017 
Culbertson, Nebraska                      Lincoln, Nebraska 

                   
Funeral Service 

Tuesday ~ May 2, 2017 ~ 10:30 a.m. 
Memorial United Methodist Church 

Officiating ~ Pastor Jeff Kelley 
 

Organist ~ Evie Caldwell      Soloist ~ Kathy Latta 
“Blessed Assurance” 

“Precious Lord Take My Hand” 
Congregational Hymn 

“All Is Well With My Soul” 
 

Pallbearers 
Jim Champion    Josh Ele    Jeramy Olberding 
Tony Scott    Brad Crocker    Chad Templeton 

Lonnie Harris    Jeremy Taylor    Conrad Brooks 
 

Burial 
Calvary Cemetery      McCook, Nebraska 

 
Arrangements by Carpenter Breland Funeral Home 
McCook, Nebraska ~ www.carpenterbreland.com 


