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Don’t Cry for Me 
by Deborah Gaitan

Don’t cry for me.

I will be okay.

Heaven is my home now,

and this is where I’ll stay.

Don’t cry for me.

I’m where I belong.

I want you to be happy

and try to stay strong.

Don’t cry for me.

It was just my time,

but I will see you someday

on the other side.

Don’t cry for me.

I am not alone.

The angels are with me

to welcome me home.

Don’t cry for me,

for I have no fear.

All my pain is gone,

and Jesus took my tears.

Don’t cry for me.

This is not the end.

I’ll be waiting here for you

when we meet again.
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Obituary
Julie Curry-Reid

“And now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you all that you request,
for all the people of my town know that you are a virtuous woman.”

Ruth 3:11 (NKJV)

History has proven that it is indeed a rare occurrence when the world encounters unique 
personalities that leave deep-rooted impressions of service and meekness while at the same 
doing so with boldness, fearlessness, and unconditional love. 

Author, Diane Mariechild said it best when describing the true spirit of a strong woman 
when she wrote, “A woman is the full circle. Within her is the power to create, nurture and 
transform.” These words aptly describe the mother, daughter, sister, christian, colleague, 
and friend we know intimately as Julie Curry Reid. 

Born on July 23, 1955, in Hollywood. Florida to Christine Hodges Curry and L.J. Martin, 
it is noteworthy that Julie began a life steeped in unfettered humility and service. Her life 
story is noteworthy in that her commitment to persons from all walks of life made her labor 
in both her career and ministry efforts even more sacrificially distinctive and uncommon. 
Reared in Carver Ranches, now known as West Park, Florida, this edgy and down-to-earth 
woman was proudly connected to her faith and her family, eagerly embracing her celestial 
purpose and mission as a worshiper, worker, witness, and woman of faith. 

It is important to note that Julie’s parents were an unequaled support system, sounding 
board, and equalizer for her. Their undeniable words of wisdom along with their unflinching 
discipline helped to sculpt a young woman of honor, resilience, and faith. 

Young Julie matriculated through the School District of Broward County despite the 
assorted difficulties families throughout the south experienced. She faithfully attended 
Carver Ranches Elementary, Lanier Jr. High, and Miramar High School. With much to 
prove and accomplish, Julie would go on to earn her Bachelor of Science Degree in Business 
Administration fom Barry University. It was there where the time-honored character traits 
of faithfulness, diligence, and perseverance were fortified.

Julie’s fortitude and commitment to service was a character trait she readily and consistently 
exhibited through her work with the Broward County Sheriffs Office. Most recently as a 
Community Job Development Coordinator, she facilitated portions of the inmate reentry 
process that dealt with job placement via the Human Resources Department. 

Julie’s oversight of the marketing component and consistent interaction with both 
business and community leaders provided for an impactful three decade-plus career. Her 
encouragement and empowerment of the incarcerated were often manifested through a 
kind word or deed as she interacted with countless inmates throughout her tenure. 

While working for the Sheriffs office, she labored as District Manager with American 
Reverse Mortgage and President and CEO of Message Music where she managed the careers 
of New Birth’s own Spencer Wiggins and the Gospel Lyrics. 

Julie also tapped into her passion to craft and create, which lead to her role as a business 
owner. Her small businesses ran the gamut of assorted industries including fashion, beauty, 
and tourism. These experiences prepared her for the final journey to serve as the executive 
director for WMBM Cares, a non-profit organization for WMBM Media Group. 

Julie’s love for the work of ministry was ever-present in her heart and habitually manifested 
by her hands. As a founding member of the New Birth Baptist Church Cathedral of Faith 
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Precious Memories
International, pastored by her brother and pastor, Bishop Victor T. Curry, she was 
committed to the work of the ministry from without reservation. Julie labored feverishly 
as a Founding Trustee, Assistant Servant Leader of the Glady’s McClain Wisdom Ministry, 
and most recently, the Servant Leader of the Wisdom Ministry where she embraced the 
opportunity to minister to seasoned saints. 

It is noteworthy that Julie’s committed volunteer efforts consistently occurred beyond the 
four  consecrated walls of the church. In honor of her late son, Lorenzo’s memory, she 
crafted a local bicycle safety initiative that taught the virtues of safe cycling and proper 
cycle maintenance. Additionally, each year, she gave out bicycles to children in need, 
bringing smiles to their faces and warmth to their hearts. Julie’s activist efforts were visible 
in her longstanding Souls to The Polls activities consistently registered and motivated 
voters to cast their ballots on election days. 

Julie recognized that despite her many accomplishments in the workplace and her life 
would be  incomplete without Christ. Saved in her youth, she loved and served God in 
her youth, freely  giving of herself along with her time, talent, and treasure as a member 
of the Greater Ebenezer  Baptist Church. Wither her service complete, she would later 
transition to the New Birth Church where her ministry desires would be fulfilled and 
divinely rewarded. 

Content with God’s pledge to send her a mate, Julie married Johnnie Ashley in 1980. After 
her prior union, Julie wed Troy Reid in 1998 resulting in a fifteen-year marital union.

In the early morning hours of Friday, February 5, 2021, Julie answered God’s call to climb 
Jacob’s ladder, leaving behind the pains, sorrows, and disappointments of the world. She 
quickly moved fom time to eternity, there to claim her eternal rest. She is now reunited 
in heaven with her baby boy, Lorenzo Maddox; her parents, Christine Curry and L.J. 
Martin; her brothers, Hubert and Edward Curry; her sister Thelma Johnson; nephew 
Brian Johnson; and special fiend Moise Maddox.

Julie also leaves precious memories with her son, Jamal Ashley; siblings, Charlotte 
Allen (Harold), Barbara Forde, Victor Curry, Rena Martin, and Jerry Martin; sisters-in-
law, Patricia Curry and Audrey Curry; nieces and nephews, Highland Smith, Rosalind 
McPherson (Sheldon), April Allen, Todd Allen (Mia), Tamika Adams (Twaun), Shayla 
Forde, Charlene Curry, Tammy Curry, Edward Curry, Edjuana Curry, Ashley Curry, 
Laquita Curry, Sabrina Smith, Ladesha Curry, Joshua Smith, Victoria Curry (Johnnie), 
Veronica Curry, Victory Curry, Anthony Johnson, and Ron Johnson; godmother, Ruby 
Smith; godchildren, LaTonya Eaford, Kayce McClain, Gail Smith, Mary Fahden and 
Edward Jacobs, Jr.; special friends, Lisa Wise, Robin Cannon; childhood friends, Tayze 
Wilson, Cynthia Holloway, Cynthia Saunders, Denise White, Jeffrey Thomas, and Clara 
Hall Brown. 

Additionally, a host of other innumerable sorrowing relatives, loved ones, church members, 
friends, well-wishers, and prayer warriors continue to embrace fond memories of her.
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A Son’s Love Letter
Momma, my first love and best friend, 

On February 5, 2021, you left me alone to take your wings and final rest. As a young boy, 

I remember you saying,“Mama will not always be here. Therefore, you must do your best.” 

And when that day came, I was shocked and never wanted to let you go. 

Mama, I want to thank you for teaching me about faith, God, and the power of prayer. I 

asked Lorenzo, who is already in Heaven, to ask God to heal you, and He did. Although 

your healing was not on this side, He healed you by calling you to a better home, 

the pearly gates of Heaven. 

Mama, I love you, and you will forever be in my heart. My queen, take your rest. 

It is well with my soul. 

I love you, Mama, aka Boss Lady

Program
Processional & Final Viewing 

Invocation ............................................................................................ Elder Portia Jacobs

Scripture Reading
   Old Testament....................................Psalm 23 ..............................Elder Kenny Graham
   New Testament........................I Thessalonians 4:13-18 ......................... Elder Jeff Brown

Selection .........................................................................................................Alesia Lamar

Reflections (Limit to two minutes)
   As a Friend ......................................................................................Dr. Sandra Hamilton
   As a Friend ...........................................................................................Cynthia Holloway
   As a Friend ...............................................................................................Daryl Sharpton
Selection ....................................................................New Birth Celebration of Life Choir
   As a Co-Worker .............................................................................................Janet Kearse
   As a Co-Worker ................................................................................................Al Pollock
   As a Family Member ...................................................................................Denise White
  As a Family Member ......................................................................................John Martin

Special Tribute

Selection ....................................................................................................... Ruthie Brown

Acknowledgements .......................................................Eric S. George Funeral Home Staff

Resolution ....................................................................... New Birth Baptist Church Clerk

Selection ....................................................................New Birth Celebration of Life Choir

Eulogy .................................................................................................Bishop C. E. Glover
Senior Pastor of Mt. Bethel Ministries

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

Recessional 
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