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Words of Expression
My Grandma Ruth was a fighter. She never said she had any pain. Grandma 

Ruth taught me so much. She taught me the importance of education, she always 
said, “You got to do your homework, because school goes first.” She also taught 
me how to act like a lady. She always took care of me whenever I was feeling 
down by cheering me up. Grandma Ruth taught me to never give up and to 

always try my best. Grandma Ruth was a beautiful woman who never took no 
for an answer. I will always remember what she told me. I Love You, Grandma.

Your loving granddaughter, Daysia Conklin

My sister, Ruthalee (not Ruth), is 3 years older than me. I am not sure where 
Ruthalee came from, other than a young child like me, thinking that’s what 
I heard when people called her—Ruth Lee. She always reminded me of our 
age difference by outsmarting me on every level. Ruthalee was not her only 

nickname. She was also known as Junglewoman. Why? She was the craziest, 
tree-climbing, fighting girl I knew. She could put you in a scissor leg lock like a 

python; but, I had the sister who always told me the truth and always gave me a 
kiss. What else does a brother need from a sister?

Love, Your Brother, Dexter Sutherland

Our Grandmother Ruth has always been there for us for as long as we can 
remember. She was always there to bathe us and pick us up from school with 
our after-school snacks packed, whether it was fried chicken, apple jelly and 

peanut butter sandwiches, or hot dogs with potato chips. She always told us that 
we were her therapy, but little did she know, she was ours, as well. She was the 
one to stop our fights with one another and helped us with our homework. As 

we got older, she was inquisitive about our progress in school, as our goals were 
as important to her, as they were to us. Every accomplishment we had, she was 
there. From softball championship games to college graduation, she was always 
there to cheer us on. She will be missed here on Earth, but we have now gained 

a guardian angel for eternity. We love you.
From your Granddaughters, Janai and Kimoy Conklin

Today We Laugh and Cry
We share the life we had with you

We tell stories of our youth
We learn things we never knew

We hold tightly to memories of you

Your wise words live on with
Those fortunate enough to have heard them

Your laugh echoes in our ears like
Whispers you said just loud enough for us to hear

It does not take long
To miss someone you love

We loved you ... we still do
We are glad you loved us too

From your Niece, Takeya Sutherland 
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Obituary
On February 16, 1951, a beautiful girl by the name of Ruth Lee 
Conklin was born to George A. Sutherland and Anniel Peoples 
Sutherland. Ruth Conklin was born on 28th Street in Hyde Park 
in her parents’ home. Ruth was the youngest girl of five siblings. 
She had one sister, Margaret, and four brothers, Tony, Wally, 
Dexter, and George. 

Ruth began her academic journey at Carver Ranches Elementary 
School, and then transitioned to Lanier Jr. High School in 
Hallandale Beach, FL. Upon graduating from Lanier, Ruth 
received her high school diploma from McArthur High School.

After graduating from McArthur High School, Ruth worked for 
various companies, including Sears as a saleswoman and a local 
nursing home as a nursing assistant. In the late 1970s, Ruth obtained 
her cosmetology license, and went on to become a beautician 
at Greta’s Coiffures. She later became the first black owner of a 
beauty salon in Hollywood, FL, after purchasing Greta Coiffures 
from the former owner. Ruth worked as a black entrepreneur at 
her hair salon from the late 1980s until August 4, 1994, when she 
became disabled. 

Ruth’s outgoing and feisty personality will always be remembered. 
She was the life of the party with her smooth dance moves, 
accompanied by her smile and laugh that brightened every room. 
Her warm-hearted and selfless spirit will be greatly missed.

Ruth is survived by her husband, Ronald Conklin, sister, Margaret 
Sutherland; brothers, Dexter (Kathy) and Wally Sutherland; 
dedicated sister-in-law, Joe Ann Sutherland; aunt, Eva Johnson; 
step-sons, Jermaine, Ronald, and Lawrence Conklin; daughter-in-
law, Nakeva Rolle; a host of grandchildren, great-grandchildren, 
nephews, and, cousins. Ruth is now happy to be present with the 
Lord and her loved ones who left this Earth before her: mother, 
Anniel Peoples Sutherland, father, George A. Sutherland, brothers, 
George and Tony Sutherland, and sons, Bryce Conklin and David 
Scott Williams. 

Precious Memories Order of Service
Processional (Final Viewing)

Invocation

Scripture Readings

     Old Testament ....................................... Elder Andrea Mayers

     New Testament .....................................................Mark Riley

Selection ...................... Central Missionary Baptist Church Choir

Reflections

     As a Deacon ........................................ Deacon Abaron Wynn

     As a Friend ................................................ Bro. Elijah Jackson

     As Family ............................................................Bobbie Rolle

Solo

Acknowledgements .....................Eric George Funeral Home Staff

Selection ...................... Central Missionary Baptist Church Choir

Eulogy ......................................................Pastor Kenneth L. Pace

Recessional


