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Mrs. Jewell Smith Yearby
Jewell Smith Yearby was the first of ten children born 
to Monroe and Minnie Smith, June 12, 1928, in Barney, Georgia. 
Many affectionately called her "Nana".

Jewell was educated in the Brooks County School System. She 
valued education and encouraged others to work to be the best.

In 1945, Jewell entered into Holy Matrimony with Frank Yearby. 
Eight children were born to their union. In 1995 they adopted a 
child.

Mrs. Yearby served as a caregiver at Wood House Cerebral Palsy 
Adult Home. She provided a nurturing spirit to the clients, as well 
as the staff.

In 1962, they opened the famous "7 Sisters Bar-B-Q" Restaurant in 
West Park, FL (formerly Carver Ranches). Her cooking satisfied the 
palates of many and her Bar-B-Q sauce was "THE BOMB.COM".

Jewell was a born servant of the Lord. She exemplified the 
characteristics of Christ that includes, loving, sharing, and caring. 
She rendered service to the community through her time, talents 
and treasures. Jewell lived and believed the motto, "If I could help 
somebody, as I journey along the way, then my living would not be 
in vain."

Mrs. Yearby was a faithful and devoted member in Triumph the 
Church and Kingdom Of God In Christ, Opa Locka, FL for 56 
years. She also attended Church Of Christ Apostolic, and Genuine 
Love International Family Ministries, Opa Locka, FL. In 2013, she 
received membership at St. Paul AME Church, Miami, FL. She was 
known for her gregarious smile and lively spirit. "To know her is to 
love her."

Among those who will cherish her memory are: her beloved 
children, Martha Smith (Henry), Barbara Johnson, Stephanie 
Bevill (James), Franklin Yearby (Gail), Gwendolyn Evans (Tinsley), 
Francenia Thompson (Charles) and Franchesca Yearby; siblings, 
James Shabazz and Mary McDowell (Oddibie); sister-in-law, Diane 
Smith; 28 grandchildren; 26 great-grandchildren; one great-great-
grand;  and a host of nieces, nephews, godchildren, and many other 
relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Frank Wilmington 
Yearby; daughters, Dr. Helen Ellison and Beverly Woods; siblings, 
Emra Palmer, Woodrow Smith, Monroe Smith, Joseph Smith, 
Minnie Bell Reeves and Lucille Walton.

Order of Service
Worship Leader: Rev. Durrell Knight

Processional

Opening Prayer ................................... Pastor Ozzie Ritchey-Palmer
     Church of Christ Apostolic Non- Denominational

                             Miami, FL
Scriptures:
   Old Testament ..........Psalm 23 .......... Elder Priscilla McCrimmon

Triumph Church             
Opa Locka, FL

   New Testament ..1 Corinthians 13:1-13 ..Apostle Charles Thompson
Genuine Love Int. Family Ministries, 

Opa Locka, FL

Selection ................................ Genuine Love Int. Family Ministries, 
Opa Locka, FL

Reflections: (2 minutes)
     As her former Pastor ............................... Prince William Gloster
     She's my Sister ......................................................James Shabazz
     Mama ............................................................Franchesca Yearby
     She's my Sister also! .......................................... Mary McDowell
     It's All About Nana ................................................Patrice Bevill

Liturgical Dance ........................... "United Love and Radical Praise"
Genuine Love Int. Family Ministries

                                     Opa Locka, FL

Resolution .....................................................St. Paul AME Church
Miami, FL

Acknowledgements ............................ Eric S. George Funeral Home

Musical Selection ................................St. Paul AME Church Choir

Eulogy ................................................... Rev. Dr. Robert Jackson Ill
St. Paul AME Church, Miami, FL

Selection ..............................................St. Paul AME Church Choir

Recessional

Psalm 100
Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands!

Serve the LORD with gladness; 

come before His presence with singing!

Know ye that the LORD, He is God;

 it is He that hath made us, and not we ourselves. 

We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.

Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, 

and into His courts with praise! 

Be thankful unto Him, and bless His name!

For the LORD is good, His mercy is everlasting; 

and His truth endureth to all generations.


