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Legacy of Love 
A wife, a mother, a grandma, an aunt too,  

This is the legacy we have from you.  
You taught us love and how to fight,  

You gave us strength, you gave us might.  
A stronger person would be hard to find,  
And in your heart, you were always kind.  

You fought for us all in one way or another,  
Not just as a wife not just as a mother.  

For all of us you gave your best,  
Now the time has come for you to rest.  

So go in peace, you've earned your sleep,  
Your love in our hearts, we'll eternally keep. 

 

Active Pallbearers 
Family and Friends 
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Psalms 23 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

2
 He maketh 

me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside 

the still waters. 
3 

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in 

the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
4 

Yea, 

though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy 

staff they comfort me. 
5 

Thou preparest a table before 

me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my 

head with oil; my cup runneth over.
6
 Surely goodness 

and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I 

will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.  AMEN 



Loving Memories A Reflection on the Life and Legacy of 
Ida Bell Major Barkley 

Her Birth  
Ida Bell Major Barkley, affectionally known as “Aunt Ida” to her 
family and friends, was born on Thursday, April 8, 1926 to the 
proud parents of Richard and Mary Major.  Aunt Ida grew up one 
of six siblings, all whom have preceded her in death, in the Over-
town Miami District. She received her early education at Phyllis 
Wheatley Elementary School and graduated from Booker T. Wash-
ington Jr./Sr. High School, Class of 1945. Upon graduation she fur-
thered her education at a local business school. 
 

Her time of falling in love and building her family 
Desiring to share her life, Aunt Ida met and enjoyed a lasting 
courtship with Mack Barkley, Jr.  The two were joined in Holy 
Matrimony at St. Peter African Orthodox Church in Overtown, Mi-
ami on Christmas Day, 1949.  God blessed their union with two 
loving daughters, Beverly and Regina Barkley.  They also raised 
one granddaughter, Tressa McGee.  Shortly after their marriage Ida 
and Mack moved from the Overtown Miami area to Central Miami 
in the Bunche Park Development of North Dade County where 
they purchased their first home and raised their children. 
 

Her life’s work  
Aunt Ida spent many years working as a Clerk for Leonard’s De-
partment Store, and Dorsey High School.  She spent 37 years until 
her retirement as a Clerk for Miami Northwestern Senior High 
School.   
 

Her travels and explorations 
Aunt Ida loved to travel to the Bahamas especially Long Island 
where her and her husband purchased a vacation home.  Every 
chance they got they spent their free time with family and friends 
planning trips to Long Island.  The quiet, and serene scenery is 
what drew her there time and time again.  
 

Her dedication and commitment to God 
Sensing the need for a deeper relationship with God, Aunt Ida ac-
cepted Jesus Christ as her personal Saviour and established her fel-
lowship with Christ The King African Orthodox Church under the 
leadership of the late Father Stafford Sweeting.  Aunt Ida was an 
active member in her church until her health began to diminish.   
 

Her call to rest 
God called her home from labor to eternal rest on Monday, Decem-
ber 5, 2017 as she quietly transitioned in her favorite chair. She 
leaves to cherish her memories: two loving daughters: Beverly 
Barkley, Regina Major Barkley; five grand-children: Tressa 
McGee, Mia Fearon, Nina Graham, Maya Fearon and Joshua Bar-
kley; three great-grandchildren: ShaMia, Emory and Taymayo 
Stridiron; a special cousin: Agatha Watson of Nassau Bahamas, 
and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins and friends. 

Order of Service 
 

Processional     Officiants & Family 
 
Invocation                  
 
Song      
 
Old Testament Scripture     Pastor Alfred Taylor 
   Job 19: 25-27 
 
New Testament Scripture   Deacon Herb Wells 
  1 Corinthians 15: 50-58   
 

As I Knew Her (limit two minutes please) 
Reflections from Her Niece 

Joyce Davis 
   
Words of Encouragement  Dr. Eric H. Jones, Jr. 
 
Family Resolution   Janice Minnis 
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