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"IT IS WELL WITH MY SOUL"

Life can be so unpredictable--joys and sorrows can come 
unexpectedly. Our life's dreams and plans can change in an 
instant. How can we nd peace amid such turbulence? Hora o 
Spa ord was a successful a orney and real estate investor who lost a 
fortune in the great Chicago re of 1871. Around the same me, his 
beloved four-year-old son died of scarlet fever. Thinking a vaca on 
would do his family some good, he sent his wife and four daughters 
on a ship to England, planning to join them a er he nished some 
pressing business at home. However, while crossing the Atlan c 
Ocean, the ship was involved in a terrible collision and sank. More 
than 200 people lost their lives, including all four of Hora o 
Spa ord's precious daughters. His wife, Anna, survived the 
tragedy. Upon arriving in England, she sent a telegram to her 
husband that began: "Saved alone. What shall I do?" Hora o 
immediately set sail for England. At one point during his voyage, the 
captain of the ship, aware of the tragedy that had struck the Spa ord 
family, summoned Hora o to tell him that they were now passing 
over the spot where the shipwreck had occurred. As Hora o thought 
about his daughters, words of comfort and hope lled his heart and 
mind. He wrote them down, and they have since become a well-
beloved hymn: "When peace like a river, a endeth my way,

When sorrows like sea billows roll--
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say
It is well, it is well with my soul."

We cannot always say that everything is well in all aspects of our 
lives. There will always be storms to face, and some mes there will 
be tragedies. But with faith in a loving God and with trust in His 
divine help, we can con dently say, "It is well, it is well with my soul."
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In Memory Of

Robert Earl Howell
Entered is Life

November 17, 1931

Departed is Life
October 16, 2020

Funeral Service
2 P.M. Tuesday ~ October 20, 2020

Peebles Main Funeral Chapel
Somerville, Tennessee

Officiating Minister
Bro. Stan Smith

First Baptist Church
Somerville, Tennessee

Song Selections
In The Garden by Alan Jackson

How Great Thou Art by Alan Jackson
It Is Well With My Soul by David Phelps

Final Resting Place
Somerville City Cemetery

Somerville, Tennessee

Pallbearers
Joe Crowell, David Newby, Bill Newby,

Billy Bing, Glenn Petty and William B. Barron

Robert Earl Howell, age 88, resident of Somerville, 
Tennessee and husband to Johnnie Ruth Howell, departed 
this life Friday afternoon at his home.

Robert Earl was born November 17, 1931 in Caruthersville, 
Missouri, the son of the late Earl B. Howell and Minnie 
Margaret Stapleton Howell. He graduated from Fayette 
County High School and was married to Betty Goodman 
Howell who preceded him in death, and Johnnie Morris 
Howell for seventeen years. He was employed by Fayette 
Farmers Co-op and Oakland Walmart. After retiring from 
Fayette Farmers Co-op after many years, he became a 
greeter at Walmart. He was always speaking and smiling 
at everyone that came in. Robert Earl was an avid 
Memphis Tigers basketball fan and enjoyed gardening.

Mr. Howell is survived by his wife, Johnnie Howell; two 
stepdaughters, Benita Morris Pepper of Lakeland, TN and 
Marlane Morris Crowell (Joe) of Lakeland, TN; his step-
son, Miles Benton Morris of Somerville, TN; his sister-in-
law, Peggy Howell of Houston, TX; three step-
grandchildren, Ben Pepper (Erica) of Whiteville, TN, Garren 
Crowell (Aimee) of Mt. Carmel, TN and Chase Hobbs (Ben) 
of Rose Hill, KS; three great-grandchildren and several 
nieces.

He was preceded by his first wife, Betty Howell in 2000; his 
sister, Anna Frances Foster; and his brother, John Howell.

The family requests that memorials be directed to the 
church, charity or organization of the donor’s choice.

Condolences may be left on our online guestbook at 
www.PeeblesFuneralHome.com.


