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It is possible for us to anticipate death with the gladness of 
school children when a day’s classes are over. An unknown 
poet has written:

Someday the bell will sound,
Someday my heart will bound
As with a shout, that school is out,
And, lessons done, I homeward run.
It’s a rare believer, though, who joyfully welcomes death. No 
doubt we may long to die if we are painfully and incurably sick, 
or if we are old, alone, and unable to enjoy the simple 
pleasures of life. Otherwise, though, we cling to life with a God-
given instinct of self-preservation.
The Bible tells us that Jesus came to give us an abundant life 
here and now, as well as hereafter (John 10:10,28). And we 
can gladly recognize that God “gives us richly all things to 
enjoy” (1 Timothy 6:17).

Yet, we would be wise to balance our love for life with the truth 
reflected in the words of an old song: “This world is not my 
home.” And indeed it isn’t. We are aliens, pilgrims, and 
sojourners for a few fleeting years.

So, whether death seems far away or close at hand, we can be 
confident that if our faith is in the risen Christ we will leave this 
world to enter heaven’s glory (2 Corinthians 5:8). One glad day 
we will be heading home.

Home from the earthly journey,
Safe for eternity;

All that the Savior promised—
That is what heaven will be. —Anonymous

Nothing on earth can compare to being with Christ in heaven.
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Leslie Arnold Rarick, age 76, resident of Somerville, Tennessee 
and husband of Patricia “Pat” Rarick, departed this life Tuesday 
morning, March 10, 2020 at his residence.

Leslie was born January 6, 1944 in Catskill, New York, the son of 
the late Arnold Ralph Rarick and Jessie Court Rarick. He 
graduated from Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk High School in 1962 
and was employed with IBM for 30 years and Federal Express 
for 9 years before his retirement. He was a member of Warren 
Community Church in Somerville and a member of Mrs. 
Debbie’s Sunday School class and the Men’s Ministry group. 
Leslie served his country in the United States Navy and enjoyed 
hunting, fishing and bowling. He bowled two perfect games 
and was a Senior Olympian bowler.

His greatest love was his family, surpassed only by his abiding 
faith in Jesus that he embraced later in life. His love for God 
enriched his life and love and God led him to be humble and 
steadfast inspiration to all. Well done, good and faithful servant.

Mr. Rarick is survived by his wife who he married June 22, 1968, 
Patricia “Pat” Drinkard Rarick of Somerville, TN; his son, Dwayne 
Rarick (Christie) of Oakland, TN; his daughter, Robyn Gray 
(Ryan) of Seymour, TN; two sisters, Claudine Maile (Rich) of 
New Baltimore, NY and Lisa Van Alstyne of Lovettsville, VA; and 
four grandchildren, Andrew Rarick, Courtland Gray, Lainey 
Rarick and Coleman Gray. In addition to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by his sister, Aris Rarick.

The family requests that memorials be directed to Warren 
Community Church, 11800 U.S. Highway 64, Somerville, TN 
38068.

Condolences may be left on our online guestbook at 
www.PeeblesFuneralHome.com.


