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Service in Witness to the Resurrection

Jeanne Marie Baker
January 2, 1923 – June 7, 2017

11 A.M. Saturday ~ June 17, 2017
Grace Presbyterian Church

Bartlett, Tennessee
Prelude

Hymn ~ Our God, Our Help in Ages Past

Opening Remarks

Prayer for the Day    

Prayer of Confession

Assurance of Pardon 

Hymn of Assurance ~ Amazing Grace

Apostle's Creed

Scripture Reading ~ Psalms 121, 130 and 23 

Anthem Hymn of Promise

Reflections by Family
Romans 8

1 Corinthians 15
John 14

Sermon ~ Rev. Mike Krech

Solo ~ Ave Maria

A Season of Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer 

Commendation

Benediction

Hymn ~ A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

Jeanne Marie Baker was born Jan 2, 1923 in Scottville, Indiana to Karl and Mabel 
Keene. The young family moved to Traverse City, Michigan where her father 
started the Traverse City Lumber Company. Jeanne had an older brother and 
sister, Mac and Phyliss, and younger sister Doris. She loved growing up in 
Traverse City and loved to tell about the houses her father built with the newest 
building products. Her favorite was the modern house right on Grand Traverse 
Bay and she could tell you in detail what it looked like. Both of her parents were 
avid golfers and golf is how she met her high school sweetheart and husband of 
46 years, William HF Baker. After high school, Bill enlisted in the Navy and so 
their journey began. The couple was married in Lake Wales, Florida in August of 
1944 and then stationed in California before Bill got his Navy wings and flew 
planes during World War II. After the war, they spent four years in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota while Bill attended college on the GI bill. Daughters Sandra and 
Beverly were born and Jeanne began her years of motherhood. Bill took his first 
job after college at Hudson’s Department Store in Detroit, Michigan. Soon after, 
sons Bill and Brett were born and the Baker clan was complete.

Raising four children in the early 60’s and 70’s was something of a challenge but 
Jeanne made sure there was always love, compassion, a spotless home, and 
clean clothes for all. The family migrated south, first to Dayton Ohio and then after 
their 25th high-school class-reunion, they made the move to Memphis. It was here 
that Bill started American Lakes & Land with his high school friend, Fred 
Sweeney. Always filling that supporting role, Jeanne rolled with the ups and 
downs of Bill's career and they left Memphis in 1974. Stops in Manassas, Virginia 
and Jacksonville, Florida followed. Although separated by many miles, Jeanne 
loved the role of Grandma and eventually Great-Granma and was always diligent 
in remembering birthdays. All her children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren 
have fond memories of receiving one of her personally chosen cards.

In the early 80’s, with the urging of son Brett, Jeanne and Bill returned to Memphis 
and worked with Brett in his newspaper distribution company, Timely Services. 
They both worked here with Brett until Bill was diagnosed with lung cancer and 
died at age 68. Jeanne’s role of support was no longer necessary and she 
discovered she thoroughly enjoyed taking take of herself and her beloved cats. 
She became active in her church and was a regular at the senior citizen center 
where she was known as a sharp card player. Jeanne was never more than 15 
minutes away from Bill and Brett. She appreciated the simple things in her life: her 
bourbon and sprite, accompanied by a snack of frozen shrimp, and her ability to 
talk on the phone to family and friends. She loved to talk, she loved to watch ice 
skating on TV, she never missed watching the Olympics, and in her later years her 
television tastes expanded to include tennis and ninja warriors!

Although she never seemed to be much of a competitor, her final years give 
evidence to the fight she always had inside. Jeanne defied the numbers of her 
age by living independently until age 90 and driving herself to the grocery and 
anywhere else she felt she needed to be.  She was a model of determination and 
self-sufficiency and seldom sought help.  When her back and legs were no longer 
able to carry her, she made the move to Ashton Place in 2013.  Once again, 
Jeanne adapted to her new situation. Her sense of humor remained intact; she 
seldom complained and instead brought joy to her care-givers and to all those 
who visited with her. Jeanne lived life in a simple loving way. She always enjoyed 
what she had and not what she missed. Her spirit and smile will live on in her 
children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and the people she touched on this 
earth.

Jeanne’s family wishes to express its profound gratitude to the caring and 
dedicated staff of Ashton Place and to the team from Crossroads Hospice for the 
dignified care and love they showed for their mom, Jeanne Marie Baker.


