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A TREE

By Rodney Van Winkle

I am like a mighty tree, a great oak in the woods.

I have so much to tell you, you would listen if you could.

My leaves of gold and brown, they flitter in the fall.

The leaves create a stir, to me they often call,

“See us on the ground!” they call. “Don’t you even care?!”

I look inside my inner self, to find some comfort there.

For in my trunk are rings that show the rings of growth.

They are memories of days gone past that hold me to an oath.

The leaves of spring they come each year, the others blow away.

I cannot get lost in their discard. I must face each new day.

I cannot wonder where they go, for they are no longer mine.

They may fade away down dusty paths and disappear in time.

New leaves will come each and every day, I’ll grow with them the same.

And face the Spring and Summer winds, in fall they’ll call my name.

But I am an oak, I’m strong, you see, the promise still remains.

I can’t get lost with them, you see, and live my life in shame.

I’ll grow rings and spread my wings and live my life for gain.
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Rodney David VanWinkle, age 54, resident of Somerville, 
Tennessee, went to his heavenly home on Tuesday, April 
26, 2022. 

Rodney was a faithful man who loved the Lord, his family, 
church, and community. A United States Army Veteran 
who served his country in the Gulf War and three other 
campaigns, continued his service to others through his 
ministry as the Senior Pastor of Faith Church of God and 
Hickory Withe PCG.

He is survived by his loving wife of 25 years, Stephanie 
Lynne VanWinkle; children, Amber (Sean) Hatfield, Mathew 
VanWinkle and Andrew VanWinkle; his mother, Evelyn 
VanWinkle; his siblings, Vicki (Myron) Miller and Kimberly 
(Brian) Spires; grandchildren, nieces and nephews.

He now joins those who have gone before him: his father, 
Roderick VanWinkle; mother, Neva Lou Asmussen; two 
sisters, Ruth Ann VanWinkle and Dianne Taylor; and 
mother-in-love, Lou Ruddell.

Rodney's love of music, sense of humor and capacity to 
help others will always be remembered in our hearts and 
memories.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorials be 
directed to Redemption City Church

http://redemptionmemphis.org.

Condolences may be left on our online guestbook at 
www.PeeblesFuneralHome.com.


