
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Karen was born to Dr. Clarence Idelbert Smith and Marie Moss Smith in Washington, DC, on June 2, 1945. 
She was the second child born in the Smith family that eventually included three girls: Patricia; Karen; and 
Judith. In her early years, she grew up in Washington, DC under the care of her mother while her father 
continued his dental practice in Lumberton, North Carolina. She attended St. Aloysius Elementary School and 
later St. Anthony's School before graduating from Calvin Coolidge High School in June 1963. She went on to 
attend Bennett College in Greensboro, North Carolina but, while there, became very ill and returned to 
Washington, DC where she was hospitalized with pleurisy. Upon her recovery, she began working at Howard 
University and then later at the National League of Cities in Washington, DC. 

 
In January 1968, she met Ronald C. Emrit at the OAS Building in Washington, DC where the Trinidad 
Steelband, comprised of Howard University students, was performing at a reception hosted by the late Senator 
Robert F. Kennedy for the late Sammy Davis, Jr. On April 26, 1969, Ron and Karen were married at St. 
Anthony's Roman Catholic Church and began life together in Maryland. In November 1969, Karen gave birth 
to her first child, Lisa, at Washington Hospital Center. Upon Ron's graduation from Howard University in 
January 1970, the Emrit family moved to West Haven, Connecticut, where Ron began his career as a 
mechanical engineer. In July 1971, Karen gave birth to her second child, Tanya, at Yale-New Haven Hospital. 
While living in Connecticut, Karen became a charter member of the New Haven Chapter of Links Inc. in 
December 1972. The family moved to Newton, Massachusetts, in December 1973 after Ron took an engineering 
job in Boston. 

 
Karen became a member of the Newton (Massachusetts) Chapter of Jack & Jill, Inc. where she met many 
people who would become her lifelong friends. In March 1976, she gave birth to her son, Satish, at Beth-Israel 
Hospital in Boston. While raising her children, Karen continued her education and became an avid bridge 
player. Her social life was filled with many events when she transferred to the Boston Chapter of Links, Inc. 
and joined the Boston Chapter of Northeasterners, Inc. 

After living in New England for 10 years, Karen grew tired of the cold weather and expressed a desire to be 
living closer to her mother. She convinced her husband to return to the Washington DC area and, in 1980, the 
Emrit family moved to Silver Spring, Maryland, after Ron accepted a job with the federal government that 
resulted in him spending the rest of his engineering career at the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 

Karen graduated from the University of Maryland, College Park, in 1982 and, after a brief stint teaching at the 
University of Maryland and various business schools, launched her own staffing agency, Karen Smith Temps, 
Inc., in 1985, later changing the company's name to The Smith Group, Inc. 

Karen was very proud of her great-grandfather's accomplishments and spoke of him often. She was the great- 
granddaughter of John A. Moss who was born in 1853, escaped slavery, and later served a captain in the Battle 
of Gettysburg. John Moss moved to Washington, D.C., where he was befriended by US Senator Charles Sumner 
who encouraged him to study law. He later graduated from the second law class at Howard University and was 
admitted to the DC Bar in 1873. He was the first Black Justice of the Peace in Washington County and was 
appointed by three Presidents: Rutherford B. Hayes, James A. Garfield, and Grover Cleveland. He was the first 
"Colored" to ride in an Inaugural Parade when he participated in President Cleveland's Inauguration. He was 
one of the first Black lawyers to practice in Washington, DC and was awarded a gold cane by the Washington 
DC Police Department. This cane was donated to the Charles Sumner Museum, Washington, DC in January 
2002. Karen's book on the Moss family remains unfinished. 

 
After being diagnosed with lupus for many years, her knees began to deteriorate and intense pain set in. Her 
mobility was slowed and she curtailed her business and retired in 2004. She later had both knees replaced (the 
same day) in January 2006. Once fully recovered, she picked up where she had left off before her surgery and 
resumed her participation with her social clubs: SUN; Links; Northeasterners; Red-Hatters; and various bridge 
clubs. 

Upon the retirement of her husband in August 2007, the couple began spending winters at their second home in 
Sarasota, Florida, where Karen hosted several parties and traveled with her husband whenever he was hired to 
play steel drum music. In December 2011, she became a charter member of the Bradenton-Sarasota Circle-Lets. 
In her later years, her life revolved around her children and grandchildren, but life changed for her after she 
was diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease. Her health steadily declined and she left Florida for the last time in 
June 2020. 

Karen departed this world peacefully at approximately 4:40 pm on April 26, 2021, her 52nd wedding 
anniversary. She is survived by her husband Ronald C. Emrit; children Lisa Leahy (Michael), Tanya Brooks 
(Daryl), and Ronald Satish Emrit; grandchildren Christopher, Michelle, and Matthew Brooks, Ryan, Patrick, 
and Keira Haynes, and Yanick Emrit; and great-grandchild Milo Brooks. She is also survived by her two 
sisters: Patricia Bransford (Thomas) and Judith Edmead. 

Throughout her life, Karen had been a kind, loving, generous, and caring person with a genuine concern for 
the well-being of every member of her family as well as friends. We will always love you Mom, Grandma, Gi-Gi, 
Aunt Karen. 

 

Mass of Christian Burial 
(Vocalist and Pianist: Ms. Cathy Elliott Garcia) 

Saturday, May 8, 2021 
10:30 am 

 

St. John the Baptist Roman Catholic Church 
12319 New Hampshire Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland 20904 

 

Pall Bearers 
Thomas Bransford, John Moss, Matthew Brooks,  Carlos Sinondon, Andrew Moss,  John Waldron 

 

Burial (Immediately following Mass) 
Mt. Olivet Cemetery,  1300 Bladensburg Road NE, Washington, DC 20002 

 

Repast 
Saturday, May 8, 2021 

5:00 pm 



 


