
MONDAY, AUGUST 10, 2020 
Visitation 11:00 am  | Service 12:oo pm 

McGuire Funeral Service 

7400 Georgia Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20012 

Officiant, Reverend George B. Walker 

Celebrating the Life of 

SUNRISE 
March 24, 1945 

SUNSET 
July 27, 2020 



Iris Mary Theresa Radcliffe Lewis was born on March 24, 1945 to the late Andrew      

Radcliffe and Florence Allen Jackson Radcliffe in Washington, D.C. She departed on July 

27, 2020 after a lengthy illness.  

She was a part of the first integrating class of St. Martin’s Catholic School on North Capital 

Street, NW in the Bloomingdale area. She attended Immaculate Catholic School in the Tenley area of North-

west Washington and went on to graduate college from Bowie State University where she met her former   

husband Curtis J. Lewis, Sr. Iris gave birth to her only son, Curtis J. Lewis, II on September 16, 1969. 

Iris received a Master’s Degree in Speech Pathology from Catholic University and went on to teach for the 

Washington, D.C. Public School System for 37 years. She retired in 2005.  

Iris was the founder of the Immaculate Conception Dance School circa 1970 where she taught ballet, tap 

and modern dance for more than 10 years at the Immaculate Conception Church in the Shaw area of NW 

Washington. She produced several recitals and a finale production of the play “Ain't Misbehavin’”              

orchestrated by Luther Henderson.  

Iris was an advocate, mentor and tutor to special needs and Hispanic children and volunteered her time    

petitioning the D.C. Public School System for equal treatment and resources for the children.  

Iris is a member of the Xi Zeta Omega chapter of the Alpha Kappa Alpha (“AKA”) sorority where she        

dedicated her time to community service and mentoring, training and grooming young African American girls 

to become productive, respected and capable young women.  

Iris was extremely passionate about traveling the world and took every opportunity to board a plane. Iris 

has traveled and toured Germany, England, France, Italy where she and her mother Florence met the Pope,      

Malaysia, Mexico, the Bahamas and many states in the US. Iris was also passionate about aerobics and    

faithfully attending church every Sunday that she could.  

Iris was also very passionate about her soul mate Benjamin Jones whom she has had a special and very  

caring relationship since 1986. Ben has served as a stepfather to Iris’ son Curtis and a faithful friend and care 

giver for Iris for more than 30 years. Iris has two grandchildren, Micah and Maia, and a daughter-in-law, 

Renee. The children are the light of her life. She cared deeply for them and loved to watch them play and  

frolic when on visits to her house or when she came to stay at her son’s house during vacations.  

Preceding her in death include her parents, Andrew Radcliffe and Florence Radcliffe; oldest sister, Andrea 

V. Blagburn; brother-in-law, Leslie Blagburn, Sr.; and cousin, James Coles. Iris leaves to mourn her loss her 

only son, Curtis Lewis, II; daughter-in-law, Yvonne Renee Abbott Lewis; grandchildren, Micah and Maia; 

youngest sister, Jacquelyn Thornton; cousins, Milton Bush (Gloria) and Nannie Cooper; her dedicated care-

taker Lorraine Ann Brown and her daughter Donna Lee Brown; several nieces; nephews; grandnieces; grand-

nephews; and a host of other relatives and friends. 















Officiating 
Reverend George B. Walker 

(Morehouse College classmate of Curtis Lewis) 
Processional  

Welcome and Prayer ........................................................................................................................... Rev. Walker 

Introductory Hymn 

  Amazing Grace  

Scripture Reading 

  Job 19:23-27......................................................................................................................................... Micah Lewis 

  Psalm 23.............................................................................................................................................. Maia Lewis 

Musical Selection 

  “Ava Maria” ........................................................................................................................................ Bridget Cooper 

Reflections and Acknowledgements ................................................................................................. Curtis J. Lewis, II 

                   Jacquelyn Thornton 

                   Joigie Hayes-Tolson 

              Brandon T. Todd, Ward 4 Council Member 

Obituary ............................................................................................................................................... Silent Reading 

Eulogy/Life Tribute  

  Dedication .......................................................................................................................................... Rev. Walker 

Homily 

  Revelation 21:1-7................................................................................................................................. Rev. Walker 

“My Farewell from Me to You: I Am Okay”  

  Reader ................................................................................................................................................. Curtis J. Lewis, II 

Benediction .......................................................................................................................................... Rev. Walker 

Postlude Musical Selection 

  “The Lord’s Prayer” ........................................................................................................................... Bridget Cooper 



Lorraine “Ann” Brown and Donna Lee Brown,  
we are forever grateful for you love and care. 



F or those who love me, I know you are hurting and don’t know 

how to feel, but please know that I am okay. Please know that I 

am now at peace and suffering no more. I have lived a wonderful life, 

one full of family, friends, and so much love. I speak to you now as 

you sit here and grieve for me...I want you to know that I am suffering 

no more and that I am okay.   

This has been a long and painful journey full of ups, downs, and 

uncertainty. But I want you to know that I lived. I lived my life with a 

heart full of joy, full of excitement, full of adventure, just as I wanted 

and just how I was taught...to be the best and make the best of the life 

we have. I tripped the life fantastic, as I have heard somewhere. As my 

mother told me many times, “When life gives you lemons, make    

lemonade.”  I have made more lemonade than one should be allowed 

to make, but I made lemonade. 

I speak to you now to say goodbye, just to the life that I have lived 

on Earth. I only ask that you remember this and that you remember me. Again, know that I am okay. As we 

speak, I am checking into the Gates of Heaven. I made my reservations long ago. I lived to help those who 

could not help themselves. I taught those who needed my teaching. I loved those that needed love. I gave my 

heart to my family and friends. So, as I am at the Gates of Heaven, I am being treated as a VIP!  

What I ask of you today is that you remember me.  As I transition to this next phase of life, know that I am 

not physically here but will live in your hearts and memories. Please keep them safe, secure, and under lock 

and key. Please grieve for me but not too much. Remember that now, I am okay. I have only left you        

temporarily because I will see you all in due time.  In the meantime, I am looking forward to being greeted by 

my family who went before me. I will get to see “Flossie” which is my name for my mother Florence, my sister 

Andrea, Cousin James Coles, Cousin Lloyd, Aunt Annabelle, Uncle Jack, Cousin Cooper, Cousin Frank, Cousin 

Harry, and others who will welcome me with open arms and show me around the Glory of Heaven. 

So again, grieve for me, but don’t grieve too much, because, I am and will be okay.  What I do ask of all 

of you is that you look out for my baby. Curtis has been the love of my life and all whom I have lived for.  You 

keep him in you hearts and minds. I taught him everything that I know, gave him everything that I could, and 

loved him as deeply as a mother possibly could. He is hurting this day, but he too knows that today, I am 

okay, I suffer no more, and I can now be at peace. He made sure that I could live the best life I could after my 

reverses, and he did just that. But, I must now leave him. He hurts, but he does know I am okay and now at 

peace. He has only done what a devoted son does, and that was to care for his mother in her time of need.  He 

has seen my suffering over that past 15 years, cared for me as best he could, and mourns my death. But he is 

happy that now, I am at peace, I suffer no more, and now I am okay. 

So, to all of my family, friends, and loved ones, I bid you farewell. I love you all and will see you soon! 

- Mary Kathleen Iris Radcliffe Lewis 



Curtis Lewis, II would like to thank family and friends  for their support. 

The most sincerest gratitude goes out to Lorraine "Ann" Brown and her loving daughter  
DonnaLee Brown. For 15 years, 24 hours a day, Ann cared for Iris as if she were her family. If it 

were not for Ann, Iris would not have lived as happily, lovingly, or as long as she did.  
Thank you Ann. We love you, Iris loved you. 

    Leslie Blagburn, Jr. 

    Lynn Blagburn 

    Jeffrey Coles 

 Wesley Williams 

 Jordan Blagburn 

 Micah Lewis 

Funeral Mass 

Celebrant 

Reverend George B. Walker 
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McGuire Funeral Service 

7400 Georgia Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20012 

 




