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ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

Prelude ……………….…………………… Rev. Rose Archer 

Processional ……………….……………... Elder Leon C. Moore  

Musical Selection ……………...……….… St. Mary’s C.M.E. Choir 

        White’s Chapel C.M.E. Choir 

Prayer ……………….……………………..  Rev. Andrew Archer  

Scripture  -  Old Testament ……………… Rev. Alton Downer 

Scripture  - New Testament ……………... Rev. Rose Archer 

Musical Selection …………………...….… Rev. Doris Gray    

Obituary Reading (Silently) ……………... 

Remarks …………………………………... 

  Rev. Elnora Alexander, St. Mary’s C.M.E. Church 

  Rev. Dr. Charles Henderson, New Saints C.M.E. Church 

  Brother David Umble, White’s Chapel C.M.E. Church 

  Sis. Joann Bush, Melvin Hill C.M.E. Church 

  Rev. Albert Lee, III, College Park C.M.E. Church   

Acknowledgements …………...…………. Sister Burnice Porter   

Poem ……………….………...…………… Sister Tiffany Jones 

Solo -  “Welcome Home” ……………….. Sister Fannie Rucker    

Eulogy ……………. Bishop Kenneth W. Carter, Presiding Prelate of  the   

            Sixth Episcopal District of  the C.M.E. Church  

Recessional  - “I Wish Somebody Soul Would Catch On Fire”     

Interment …………………………………. White’s Chapel C.M.E. Cemetery 

Repast ……………………………………..  White’s Chapel C.M.E. Church  

  

The Bridge Builder 
A n  o l d  m a n ,  g o i n g  a  l o n e  h i g h w ay,  

C a m e  a t  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  c o l d  a n d  g ray,  

To  a  c h a s m ,  v a s t  a n d  d e e p  a n d  w i d e ,  

T h r o u g h  w h i c h  wa s  f l o w i n g  a  s u l l e n  t i d e .  

T h e  o l d  m a n  c ro s s e d  i n  t h e  t w i l i g h t  d i m ,  

T h a t  s u l l e n  s t r e a m  h a d  n o  fe a rs  fo r  h i m ;  

B u t  h e  t u r n e d ,  w h e n  h e  re a c h e d  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  

A n d  b u i l t  a  b r i d g e  t o  s p a n  t h e  t i d e .  

 

“ O l d  m a n ”,  s a i d  a  fe l l o w  p i l g r i m  n e a r,  

“ Yo u  a r e  w a s t i n g  s t re n g t h  i n  b u i l d i n g  h e re .  

Yo u r  j o u r n e y  w i l l  e n d  w i t h  t h e  e n d i n g  o f  d ay,  

Yo u  n e v e r  a ga i n  m u s t  p a s s  t h i s  w ay.  

Yo u  h av e  c r o s s e d  t h e  c h a s m ,  d e e p  a n d  w i d e ,  

W h y  b u i l d  yo u  t h e  b r i d g e  a t  t h e  e v e n  t i d e ? ”  

 

T h e  b u i l d e r  l i f t e d  h i s  o l d  g ray  h e a d .  

“ G o o d  f r i e n d ,  i n  t h e  p a t h  I  h av e  c o m e ”,  h e  s a i d ,  

“ T h e r e  f o l l o w e t h  a f t e r  m e  t o d ay  

A  y o u t h  w h o s e  fe e t  m u s t  p a s s  t h i s  w ay.  

T h i s  c h a s m  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  n a u g h t  t o  m e  

To  t h a t  f a i r - h a i re d  y o u t h  m ay  a  p i t fa l l  b e .  

H e ,  t o o,  m u s t  c ro s s  i n  t h e  t w i l i g h t  d i m ;  

G o o d  f r i e n d ,  I  a m  b u i l d i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  f o r  h i m ”.  

 

A u t h o r :   W i l l  A l l e n  D r o m g o o l e  



Obituary 

Rev. Arthur Leon Jones, Jr. , age 75, beloved son of  the late Authur  L. 
Jones, Sr. and Lillie Mae (Noble) Jones was born on February 3, 1942.  He 
entered into rest on Friday, February 10, 2017.  Those who will always  
cherish his memories are: his loving wife: Mary M. (Warren) Jones; three 
children:    Lillvian (Chris) Jones, Marshall (Randy) Crew, and Eddie Tilman; 
one brother: Charles Jones; five sisters: Mary Lou Little, Barbara Hunter, 
Emma Butler, Drucilla Hoyle, Patsy Allen; one brother in -law: Harry (Mary 
Roebuck) Warren; one sister in-law Rubynell Warren; three grandchildren; a 
host of nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.  

 

Celebrating the Life of  Rev. Arthur Leon Jones, Jr.  
In His Own  Words  -  “As told to his daughter Chris” 

 

 
I was born in Elbert County. Mamma had to give birth by herself because I came before 
daddy got back with the mid-wife.  I was always fast and fearless.  Yes, I was; just ask 
Belp.  One day when we were walking to Double Branches School a snake was in our 
path and I killed it.  And talking about being fast; I could run, just ask those other boys I 
played football with.  I would run laps before practice and when the other boys got there 
the coach would tell them to “fall in behind Arthur Jones” and they still couldn ’t keep up 
with me. 
 
I had to be strong, devoted and resilient. Strong because I was the first born of my par-
ents.  That meant I had to lead and protect my brothers and sisters.  It also meant that I 
became the uncle to people that were younger and older than me.  They always showed 
me respect by calling me Uncle Leon; of course, my older and younger brothers and   
sisters made sure of that.  You know I had many brothers and sisters; I think it was 21 of 
us altogether.  There was no such thing as half brothers and sisters; if you were a Jones 
then you were family.  
 
All of my dreams did not come true; I really wanted to play football at Paine College.  Un-
fortunately they cut out the football program the year I was to attend and there went my 
football scholarship.  This is where being resilient comes in.  I found a career driving 
trucks and drove for Jennings Logging for 28 years.   
 
Resilience also came in handy when it came to being married.  I married your momma on 
May 13, 1961.  Yes, I paid $5 for the license.  She always reminded me of the good deal 
I got.  I pretended not to know; but, I knew and loved her for 55 years.  Together we had 
you and you had Jeromy. In the words of Jeromy, “We’re Family”.   

 
I am so glad I accepted my call to the ministry. It was not always easy; but, I knew it was 
what I was meant to do.  I loved the people I pastored and the C.M.E. Church.   
 
My life ended on this earth on February 10, 2017.  I fought as long as I could.  I am glad 
to be free from pain.  To all I love, fight the good fight; I am waiting for you in Heaven.  




