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The family of the late Charlene Barner would like to express 
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you have extended during their time of sorrow. Words cannot 
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She is Gone  

  

You can shed tears that she is gone 

Or you can smile because she has lived 

You can close your eyes and pray that she will come back 

Or you can open your eyes and see all that she has left 

Your heart can be empty because you can’t see her 

Or you can be full of the love that you shared 

You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday 

Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday 

You can remember her and only that she is gone 

Or you can cherish her memory and let it live on 

You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your back 

Or you can do what she would want: smile, open your eyes, 

love and go on. 

Author - David Harkins 

 

 

CELEBRATION 

 

 

 

 

 

of Life 

 

Ms. Charlene Barner 
April 14, 1966 – December 2, 2019 

 

Monday, December 9, 2019 

11:00 A.M. 

Nelson’s Funeral Home 

270 N. Dogwood Ave.  

Ridgeway, SC 29130 

 

Minister Gregory Barner, Officiating 

 



Order of Service 
Minister Gregory Barner, Presiding 

 

 

Obituary 

 
Ms. Charlene Barner was born on April 14, 1966 to Lizzie Gartrell and 

the late Ralph Barner in Newark, NJ.   She departed her earthly life on 

December 2, 2019 in West Columbia, SC where she resided with her 

sister, Annie and her niece, Yolanda.    

 

Charlene attended public school in Newark, NJ and graduated from 

Malcom X Shabazz High School.   During her adult life, she worked 

various jobs, but her last job was a healthcare provider to her sister, Annie 

Gartrell. 

 

At an early age, Charlene accepted Christ and was baptized at the True 

Fellowship Baptist Church under the spiritual leadership of Reverend N. 

A. Jones.  In 1996, Charlene relocated to North, SC and joined the 

Jerusalem Baptist Church under the leadership of Pastor Dann Lee.   

While at Jerusalem, Charlene served on the Usher Board, Missionary 

Society and the choir.  Charlene loved the Lord and often talked about his 

goodness and how she was “blessed and highly favored.” 

 

Charlene was a friendly person and she made friends everywhere she 

went; from the grocery store, to the State Fair, and even in the hospital 

while being treated.  Her fun-loving spirit always brightened up a dull 

moment or she would lift the spirits of those around her with her comedic 

ways and talk.   Charlene had many names of endearment, such as, Big 

Baby, Hassi B or Big Sis that were used by those who loved her. 

 

Charlene was a member of several organizations and social clubs.   She 

joined the Touch of Class Social Club of Greenville, SC in 2015 and she 

recently joined in 2019 The International F & AM OES Sky El Chapter 

#131. 

 

She leaves to mourn her passing, her mother, Lizzie Gartrell of Irvington, 

NJ; siblings, Annie Gartrell of West Columbia, SC, Nathaniel Gartrell of 

Texas, Margaret Chadmon of New Jersey, Marie Gartrell of West 

Columbia, SC, Derrick Gartrell of New Jersey, Gregory Barner of West 

Columbia, SC, Sharron Edwards of New Jersey, Lamont Gartrell of New 

Jersey, and Sharon Brown of New Jersey; a host of nieces, nephews, 

cousins and several god-children. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Charlene Barner was born on April 14, 1966 to Lizzie 

Prelude -----------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

Processional ----------------------------- Clergy, Family and Friends 

 

Prayer of Comfort -------------------- Reverend Nathaniel Gartrell 

 

Scriptures: 

  Old Testament ----------------------- Reverend Nathaniel Gartrell 

  New Testament ---------------------- Reverend Nathaniel Gartrell 

 

Selection ---------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

Reflections – 2 Minutes Please -----------------Family and Friends 

 

Reading of Obituary ------------------------------------------------------  

 

Presentation -----------------------------------------------------------------  

International F & AM OES Sky El Chapter #131 

 

Selection ---------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

Eulogy --------------------------------------- Minister Gregory Barner 

 

Recessional ------------------------------------------- Funeral Directors 

 

 

 

Repast 

The Barner Home 

305 Lexington Street 

West Columbia, SC 29169 

 

 

 

 

 


