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On behalf of the family of Mrs. Mable Wood Graham, we would like to express our deep appreciation to 

all of our brothers and sisters in Christ who have stood with us during her brief illness and during our 

time of bereavement.  We indeed appreciate your personal visits, prayers, assistance and valuable advice, 

and especially to all those who took their precious time to witness this Celebration of Life with us. 
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We give a special thanks to the doctors, administration, nursing staff and St. Luke Hospice, East 

Stroudsburg, PA; and her caregivers. 

 

Pastor Willie J. Duncan, Pastor Charles C. Davis, St. Matthew Baptist Church, Pastor Anthony P. Miller 

Sutton Branch Baptist Church and to all our family and friends.  May Almighty God reward your 

kindness with great measure. 

 

 

Life Without End – At Last! 

 
Can you see, with your mind's eye, people dwelling together? 

Sorrow has passed. Peace at last! Life without tears and pain. 

Man and beast living, in peace, cause no harm to each other. 

Food will be there. All will share in what our God provides. 

In those days old will grow young, flesh revived as in childhood. 

Troubles are gone, from now on no need to weep or fear. 

Paradise all will enjoy as they sing of God's glory. 

Yes, every day we will say to God our Maker, "Thanks!" 
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 Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost but now am found, 

Was blind, but now I see. 

 

T'was Grace that taught my heart to fear. 

And Grace, my fears relieved. 

How precious did that Grace appear 

The hour I first believed. 

 

Through many dangers, toils and snares 

I have already come; 

'Tis Grace that brought me safe thus far 

and Grace will lead me home. 

 

The Lord has promised good to me. 

His word my hope secures. 

He will my shield and portion be, 

As long as life endures. 

 

Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail, 

And mortal life shall cease, 

I shall possess within the veil, 

A life of joy and peace. 

 

When we've been here ten thousand years 

Bright shining as the sun. 

We've no less days to sing God's praise 

Than when we've first begun. 

 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost but now am found, 

Was blind, but now I see. 

 

 

Betty passed peacefully from this life the morning of July 16th after a gradual decline in health.  

She was surrounded and supported by her loving family and caregivers during the last days of 

her life.  Betty was born in Rock Springs, WY, but has been a San Franciscan since 1945.  In 

1971, after raising her four boys and a daughter, Betty, and her husband Ernie, retired in (or 

move to) beautiful Guerneville, CA where she lived the remainder of her life.   

 

Betty is survived by four children (and spouses): Adele Westly (Mike), Michael (Noreen), David 

(Carole) and Paul (Sue) Gaines;  daughter-in-law Louise Gerards;  eleven grandchildren: 

Justine Anderson and Jamie Ander, Deanne Hayes and Debbie Johnes, Rachel and Jonah 

Little, Alisha Myer, and Christian, Marc, Eric and Carlin Tims;  and eight great grandchildren: 

Grace, Gage, Curtis and Bradley Josephs, Austin and Jackson Houston, and Dylan and Shay 

Richmond.  Betty is also survived by her brother Art Landers and sister June Bailey.  She was 

preceded in death by her husband Ernest, her son Peter, daughter-in-law Madie Kristal, brothers 

Nels, Bobby and Tommy Little, and sisters Lucy Smith, May Day and Pearl Transferson.   

 

A memorial service will be held on Thursday, July 30th at 11:00am.  Location:  Pleasant Hills 

Memorial Park, 1700 Pleasant Hills Road, Sebastopol, CA 95472.  In lieu of flowers, donations 

may be made to (NAME and ADDRESS). Betty passed peacefully from this life the morning of 

July 16th after a gradual decline in health.  She was surrounded and supported by her loving 

family and caregivers during the last days of her life.  Betty was born in Rock Springs, WY, but 

has been a San Franciscan since 1945.  In 1971, after raising her four boys and a daughter, 

Betty, and her husband Ernie, retired in (or move to) beautiful Guerneville, CA where she lived 

the remainder of her life.   

 

Betty is survived by four children (and spouses): Adele Westly (Mike), Michael (Noreen), David  

A memorial service will be held on Thursday, July 30th at 11:00am.  Location:  Pleasant Hills 

Memorial Park, 1700 Pleasant Hills Road, Sebastopol, CA 95472.  In lieu of flowers, donations 

may be made to (NAME and ADDRESS). 
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Musical Prelude ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

Processional ------------------------------------------------------------------ Clergy, Family and Friends 

 

Opening Hymn -------------------------------------------------------------------------- Combined Choirs 

 

Family Prayer ------------------------------------------------------------------------- Mr. Joseph Hudson 

 

Scriptures: 

          Old Testament – Psalm 23 ---------------------------------------- Ms. Crystal Thomas, Niece 

          New Testament – II Cor 4:13-17 ------------------------------------- Pastor Charles C. Davis 

 

Selection ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Combined Choirs 

“No Not One” 

 

Reflections----------------------------------------------------------------- Ms. Carolyn Z. Mickle, Niece 

 

Acknowledgements ------------------------------------------------------- Ms. Donna R. Harris, Cousin 

 

Selection ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Combined Choirs 

“I’ll Be Alright” 

 

Words of Comfort -------------------------------------------------------------- Pastor Willie J. Duncan, 

                                                                 New Hope Missionary Baptist Church, Lancaster, SC 

 

Selection ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Combined Choirs 

“When We All Get to Heaven” 

 

Recessional ------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Funeral Directors 

 

Committal Rites and Presentation 

Sutton Baptist Church Cemetery 

420 Sutton Branch Road 

Lugoff, SC 29078 

 

 

Repast:  St. Matthew Baptist Church Fellowship Hall 

 

Order of Service 
Pastor Charles C. Davis, Presiding 

 

 

A Life Well Lived - Forever in Our Hearts 

 
“To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:  A time to be born, and a 

time to pluck up that which is planted.”  Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 

 

Family and friends, we welcome you this afternoon to a service of remembrance and celebration as we reflect 

upon the life of Mrs. Mable Wood Graham. There is honor in a well-lived-life... there is healing in remembering 

... there is hope in knowing her love goes on forever. Today, think of all that you shared and the joy of your time 

together and the love that connected you. Those memories are just for us to remember as time goes on, to help 

ease our sorrow, and lead the way to peace. 

 

Her Beautiful Sunrise and Sunset 

Earthly life began on December 31, 1922 to the late Mr. Rueben Wood and Mrs. Mattie Harrell Wood in 

Kershaw County, SC. God dispatched His angels to bring her soul home on November 1, 2018 at her home in 

East Stroudsburg, PA.   

 

Education / Religious Affiliation and Community Service 

Mable attended the segregated public-school system of Kershaw County. Her religious training began at Sutton 

Branch Baptist Church and after moving to New York, she attended the local church in her neighborhood 

faithfully. 

Family/Passions and Work History 
At an early age, she and her oldest brother, Reverend Theodore Wood, took on the parenting role and raised 

their five younger siblings after the early passing of their parents.  She often told the story of her then one-year 

old baby brother, Ernest “Jack” Wood saying, “I carried Jack on my hip like my own.”   Her favorite saying that 

she lived by was, “If I can’t help you, I won’t hurt you.”  Mable retired in 1987 after many years of working as 

a seamstress for the Amalgamated Co., New York City.  Always well-dressed with impeccable taste, she carried 

herself with grace, compassion, and love.  During her years of retirement, she enjoyed cooking, daily reading, 

house parties, playing cards, and her duties as Treasurer of her neighborhood block association.  Her favorite 

pastime was watching baseball.  She had been a New York Mets fan for years until Derek Jeter joined the New 

York Yankees and she crossed over and became a die-hard Yankee and enjoyed talking baseball with anyone 

that would listen, but most importantly, long game discussions with her late sister, Lois “Bow” Mickle 

(Yankees) and Gladys “Billy” Mickle (Atlanta Braves). 

 

To Cherish Memorable Moments 

Our family matriarch was a loving daughter, sister, wife, devoted mother, grandmother, great-grand mother, 

aunt, cousin, neighbor and friend to all. Those who will celebrate her life and cherish heartfelt memories are a 

loving and devoted son; Curtis (Patricia) Graham of East Stroudsburg, PA; one caring grandson, Curtis Edward 

Graham, East Stroudsburg, PA; one loving granddaughter, Rochelle (Vaughn) Perkins, Charlotte, NC; one 

great-granddaughter and one great grandson;  her baby brother, Mr. Ernest "Jack" Wood of Lugoff, SC and the 

daughters she never had (nieces), Carolyn Z. Mickle and Crystal Thomas of Bowie, MD; a host of nieces, 

nephews, cousins, loving neighbors, friends and acquaintances who miss her already. 

 

Gone on Before Her 

Mable was preceded in death by her parents, two brothers, Reverend Theodore Wood and Mr. Roscoe "Hoosey" 

Wood; and three sisters, Mrs. Bertha Wood Counts, Mrs. Lois Wood Mickle and Mrs. Gladys Wood Mickle. As 

this chapter of her earthly life ends, her family, friends and community remember that their matriarch is not 

gone away, her journey after ninety-five years has just begun. She is resting in a place of warmth and comfort. 

And she is in the hearts of those that she touched. And because we love her so very much, we say "Until We 

Meet Again!" 

 At the end of the day. I am at peace because my intentions are good and my heart is pure. 

                                                              ~Author Unknown                       
 

 

 


