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ONLY MY BODY DIED 
 

I’ve come by once more to see you. To bring you comfort in some way. 

To let you know that I’m alright, because I’m with God today. 

I see the tears you’re crying and I know you hurt inside: 

But please try to remember 

That only my body died. 

My soul is strong and healthy.  

My spirit is happy and free and I know you’ll keep alive  

All the good memories of me. 

My old life was so full of struggle:  

I knew pain and I knew fear: but that day when I left you  

Jesus whispered in my ear. 

He said “It’s time to come home, and I’ve made you a special place.”  

Then he reached his hand out to me and He had a smile on His face. 

Oh, I’m so sorry to see you hurting and it’s so sad to see you cry;  

But think about the promise of Jesus  

When he said, “Only your body will die.” 

I will never really leave you. 

 I promise I’ll be watching from above and you can believe forever,  

That I’ll send you all my love.  

So don’t weep about my struggles and don’t worry about the past. 

I’m here in a place of joy and I’ve found that peace at last. 

I wish I could wipe away your tears and mend the hurt you feel inside. 

But please find comfort when I say, 

It was only my body that died. 
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 Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost but now am found, 

Was blind, but now I see. 

 

T'was Grace that taught my heart to fear. 

And Grace, my fears relieved. 

How precious did that Grace appear 

The hour I first believed. 

 

Through many dangers, toils and snares 

I have already come; 

'Tis Grace that brought me safe thus far 

and Grace will lead me home. 

 

The Lord has promised good to me. 

His word my hope secures. 

He will my shield and portion be, 

As long as life endures. 

 

Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail, 

And mortal life shall cease, 

I shall possess within the veil, 

A life of joy and peace. 

 

When we've been here ten thousand years 

Bright shining as the sun. 

We've no less days to sing God's praise 

Than when we've first begun. 

 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost but now am found, 

Was blind, but now I see. 

 

 

Betty passed peacefully from this life the morning of July 16th after a gradual decline in health.  

She was surrounded and supported by her loving family and caregivers during the last days of 

her life.  Betty was born in Rock Springs, WY, but has been a San Franciscan since 1945.  In 

1971, after raising her four boys and a daughter, Betty, and her husband Ernie, retired in (or 

move to) beautiful Guerneville, CA where she lived the remainder of her life.   

 

Betty is survived by four children (and spouses): Adele Westly (Mike), Michael (Noreen), David 

(Carole) and Paul (Sue) Gaines;  daughter-in-law Louise Gerards;  eleven grandchildren: 

Justine Anderson and Jamie Ander, Deanne Hayes and Debbie Johnes, Rachel and Jonah 

Little, Alisha Myer, and Christian, Marc, Eric and Carlin Tims;  and eight great grandchildren: 

Grace, Gage, Curtis and Bradley Josephs, Austin and Jackson Houston, and Dylan and Shay 

Richmond.  Betty is also survived by her brother Art Landers and sister June Bailey.  She was 

preceded in death by her husband Ernest, her son Peter, daughter-in-law Madie Kristal, brothers 

Nels, Bobby and Tommy Little, and sisters Lucy Smith, May Day and Pearl Transferson.   

 

A memorial service will be held on Thursday, July 30th at 11:00am.  Location:  Pleasant Hills 

Memorial Park, 1700 Pleasant Hills Road, Sebastopol, CA 95472.  In lieu of flowers, donations 

may be made to (NAME and ADDRESS). Betty passed peacefully from this life the morning of 

July 16th after a gradual decline in health.  She was surrounded and supported by her loving 

family and caregivers during the last days of her life.  Betty was born in Rock Springs, WY, but 

has been a San Franciscan since 1945.  In 1971, after raising her four boys and a daughter, 

Betty, and her husband Ernie, retired in (or move to) beautiful Guerneville, CA where she lived 

the remainder of her life.   

 

Betty is survived by four children (and spouses): Adele Westly (Mike), Michael (Noreen), David  

A memorial service will be held on Thursday, July 30th at 11:00am.  Location:  Pleasant Hills 

Memorial Park, 1700 Pleasant Hills Road, Sebastopol, CA 95472.  In lieu of flowers, donations 

may be made to (NAME and ADDRESS). 
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Musical Prelude- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Musician 

 

Processional - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Clergy, Family and Friends 

 

Opening Selections- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - White Oak Baptist Church #2 

 

Scripture Readings: 

 Old Testament - - - Psalm 23- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

  

 New Testament- - -2 Timothy 4:6-8 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

  

Prayer of Comfort - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - Minister 

 

Selection- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Mr. Tony Parson 

 

Reflections - - - - - - (please limit to 2 Minutes) - - - - - - - - - - - -Deacon Donald Ford, Friend

                                                        Mr. Clayton Thompson, Cousin 

                                                                                                         Ms. Mable Canty, Classmate 

 

Special Tribute of Song- - - - - - - - Mable Canty, Costella Pringle-Lyles and Nancy Bradshaw 

 

Poem- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Ms. Alicia Parson

   

Solo- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Ms. Angela Robertson 

 

Words of Comfort - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Rev. Franklin D. R. Chandler 

 

Selection- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Choir 

  

Recessional- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Funeral Directors 

 

 

Interment 
Fort Jackson National Cemetery 

4170 Percival Rd 

Columbia, SC 29229 
 

Order of Service 
Reverend Franklin D. R. Chandler, Presiding 

 I rest beneath the almighty’s shade, my grief expires, my troubles cease; Thou Lord, on whom my soul is 

stayed, will keep me still in perfect peace. – Charles Wesley 

 

Mr. Ulysses Singleton, affectionately known as “Uley”, the son of the late Thomas J. Singleton 

and Rubie Singleton Grace, was born February 24, 1949 in Lane, South Carolina. On Wednesday, 

March 22, 2017, at the Veteran’s Hospital in Columbia, SC, Uley humbly submitted to God’s call 

home. 

 

Uley was loved and nurtured by his maternal grandparents, Robert and Laura Conyers of Lane, 

SC, his paternal grandmother, Mrs. Sarah Singleton-Murrell of Greeleyville, SC and his aunt, 

Pearl Parson.  

 

Uley accepted Jesus Christ as his personal Lord and Savior at an early age and became a member 

of Bethel AME Church. He was later baptized at Trinity Baptist Church in Greeleyville, SC. Uley 

served in the United States Air Force for four years.  

 

At a young age, Uley relocated to Springfield, Massachusetts where he attended Homer Street 

Elementary and Buckingham Junior High. Uley returned to South Carolina where he graduated 

from Williamsburg County Training School, now known as, Charles E. Murray High School in 

1968.  It was during his days at Charles E. Murray where Uley became the Drum Major of the 

High School band. He really loved that title! 

 

Uley was united in holy matrimony to Deborah Addison. This union was blessed with a daughter, 

Courtney Singleton.  

 

Uley was a jack of all trades! During his lifetime, he enjoyed working as an auto mechanic for 

Roberts Exxon and Heyward’s Service Station and as an electrician for Trapp Electric in 

Columbia, SC.  Uley loved people and was loved by so many, he never met a stranger. He loved to 

make everyone laugh and was always willing to help others, especially the seniors. 

 

Those left to cherish his loving memory: his daughter Courtney (Chris) Harrison of Columbia, SC; 

one grandson, Marcus Harrison; three sisters, Jeanette Singleton, Columbia, SC; Patricia Wilson, 

Kingstree, SC and Andrea Major, Charleston, SC; three aunts, Ms. Beulah M. Conyers, Brooklyn, 

NY; Mrs. Pearl Parson, Lane, SC and Mrs. Julia Anchrum, Denver, CO; two uncles, Mr. Edisto 

(Gwen) Singleton, Jersey City, NJ and Mr. Richard (Julia) Singleton, Greeleyville, SC; cousins 

that were like brothers and sisters, Sidney Parson, Anthony Parson, James Parson, Joseph 

Merrant, Robert Anchrum, Tremayne Anchrum, Tenneyson Thompson, Clayton Thompson, Gerald 

Thompson, Joyce Parson, Cynthia and Alicia Parson, Carolyn Andrews, Sonja Monk, and Alice 

Arline; a very special friend, Ms. Mariel Matheus, and a huge host of cousins, relatives and 

friends whom he loved so dear. 
 

Life Reflections 

 


