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Grandma to Her Grandchild 
Grandchild, please don’t mourn me I’m still here, 

though you don’t see. 

I’m right by your side each night and day 

And within your heart I long to stay. 

My body is gone but I’m always near, 

I’m everything you feel, see or hear. 

My spirit is free, but I’ll never depart 

As long as you keep me alive in your heart. 

I’ll never wander out of your sight, 

I’m the brightest star on a summer night. 

I’ll never be beyond your reach, 

I’m the warm moist sand when you’re at the beach. 

I’m the colorful leaves when Autumn’s around, 

And the pure white snow that blankets the ground. 

I’m the beautiful flowers of which you’re so fond, 

The clear cool water in a quiet pond. 

I’m the first bright blossom you’ll see in the spring, 

The first warm raindrop that April will bring. 

I’m the first ray of light when the sun starts to shine, 

And you’ll see that the face in the moon is mine. 

When you start thinking there’s no one to love you, 

You can talk to Grandma through the Lord above you. 

I’ll whisper my answer through the leaves on the trees, 

And you’ll feel my presence in the soft summer breeze. 

I’m the hot salty tears that flow when you weep, 

And the beautiful dreams that come while you sleep. 

I’m the smile you see on a baby’s face.  

Just look for me, Grandchild, I’m every place! 

~ Author Unknown ~ 
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Rayvon Gadson Simmons was born November 24, 1953 in 

Winnsboro, SC and she departed this earthly life on Wednesday, 

April 27, 2022 at her residence.  She was the only daughter of the 

late Johnny and Earlene Gadson.   

 

Rayvon was employed by Fairfield County Schools for 32 years 

until her retirement in 2012.  In 1996, she happily married the late 

Willie Mozie, Jr. and shared several years together until his 

passing. She later married Lonnie Simmons, Sr. until his passing.  

 

She was a devoted member of St. John Baptist Church in 

Winnsboro, SC. She served God in many capacities including the 

missionary, cooking and singing on the mass and senior choirs. 

She also enjoyed going to her nephew Mylon’s church, Spirit of 

Truth Ministries of Columbia.  

 

In her free time, Rayvon enjoyed spending time with family, 

cooking, going to the mountains, shopping or trying new 

restaurants with Dayzia and playing hide and seek with Chase.  

 

Rayvon leaves to cherish her memory her son, Andrew Gadson; 

her beautiful grandchildren, Dayzia Gadson and Chase Gadson; 

brothers, Alex (Mary) Gadson, Charles (Betty) Gadson, and  

Michael (Debra) Gadson; one sister-in-law, Cleola Gadson, along 

with a host of nieces and nephews.  

 

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her 

brothers, Johnny and Willie Gadson, as well as, her dearest 

cousin, Eddie Byrd.  
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