
Lyle Orson Brooksby was born September 11, 1935 in Kanab, Utah, the youngest of eight 

children born to Joseph and Hermoine Pratt Brooksby of 

Fredonia, Arizona. 

 

When Lyle was a boy, he was responsible for bringing in the cows.  One day as he was taking 

the cows to pasture before school, the gate seemed stuck and he could not get it to close.  He 

and his friend tried with all their might and still couldn’t get it to close.  They considered taking 

the cows back home, but that would make them late for school.  Lyle decided that the only 

thing he could do was ask Heavenly Father for help.  After praying, he found it very simple to 

close the gate.  

When Lyle was a teenager, his oldest brother Arland bought a Cessna 140 tailwheel aircraft and 

decided to teach Lyle how to fly.  Lyle was very excited.  There was a 

dirt runway nearby and Lyle learned to fly in about three hours. He 

was only 14 years old at the time.  He soon soloed and flew all over 

the place.  He eventually decided that it would be a good idea to get 

his pilot’s license.  He flew to Cedar City and met with the flight 

examiner.  When he got there the examiner asked Lyle where his 

instructor was.  Lyle said he did not have one.  The examiner asked 

how he got there and Lyle said that he had flown.  The examiner 

asked how Lyle would get home if he did not pass.  Lyle responded 

he would fly home.  He 

said that the examiner 

gave him his pilot’s license. 

Lyle eventually flew all over the world in his own 

planes.  Landing on the runway at the Sandblast 

Islands was a big thrill for those watching as the 
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runway was so very, very short. This made taking off even more difficult, but Lyle succeeded.  

 

 

 

Lyle was a true Cowboy!  He rode in many 

rodeos roping bulls.  He was also part of the 

Cowboy Shoot-outs in Kanab town square. 

Kanab was a great place for filming Westerns 

and was often called Little Hollywood.  Lyle 

was fortunate to be in a few films and had fun 

doing so.  

 

 

Lyle attended Brigham Young University where he studied hard and also played basketball.  At 

first, he wanted to be an attorney, but kept taking animal 

science classes so soon switched his major to Veterinary 

Medicine.  

While at BYU, Lyle met and married Raelene Ann 

Jorgenson.  

Lyle and Raelene were married in 1955 in the Manti Utah 

Temple.  Both graduated from Brigham Young University 

the following year with their first child on the way.  

 

 

From Provo, they moved to Ft. Collins, Colorado for 

veterinary school.  They eventually had six children.  Lyle 

shared his testimony of the gospel with his children and 

taught them the value of hard work.  

After finishing his graduate work, Lyle and his family moved 

to Flagstaff, Arizona.  Lyle’s veterinary skills allowed him to 

work on all kinds of animals.  He worked on cows, horses, 
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pigs, goats, snakes, birds, whatever was asked of him.  He even worked on camels once while 

working on a movie set.  One day, someone brought in a skunk for treatment and its tail got 

loose from under the weighted blanket and sprayed everywhere.  No one has ever forgotten 

this unusual patient of Lyle’s.  

Lyle, Raelene, and their six children moved from Flagstaff to Las Vegas in 1964.  Lyle continued 

to work as a Veterinarian in Las Vegas.  In addition, he would often fly from Las Vegas to Page, 

AZ to provide veterinary care there as Page had no other veterinarian.  He would spend part of 

the day treating and caring for animals and the rest of the day playing and boating on Lake 

Powell.  

When the oldest child, Scott, was 4 years old, Lyle took him and his Aunt Virginia (or one of 

Lyle’s other sisters) flying.  Scott remembers that as they banked he thought surely he was 

going to fall out of the airplane.  This early fear did not dissuade him from later learning to fly 

like his dad.  

Lyle’s parents owned a lot of property in Southern Utah and in Fredonia, Arizona.  They owned 

over 600 acres in Utah along Highway 89.  

After Lyle’s father, Joseph Brooksby, died, his 

brothers and most of his sisters decided to sell the 

ranch property that Joseph had owned for many 

years.  They sold it for about $40 per acre.  Lyle and 

his sister Lenora decided to each keep a parcel of 

land on the west side of Highway 89 and Afton, a 

sister-in-law, kept a parcel on the east side of the 

highway.  

 

 

 

In about 1968, Lyle, with the help of his 

children and a local friend, built a log cabin 

on his 30-acre portion of the property. 
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Lyle loved playing with his 

kids, indoors and out 

whether in Las Vegas, or at 

the cabin.  At home, the 

family room floor was lots of 

fun as Lyle would lay on the 

floor and raise his kids in the 

air as they stood on his 

hands.  This taught them 

balance.  He also had them 

doing flips and somersaults 

off his knees.  Outdoors, he 

loved to swim with them, 

hike with them, and sled and 

tube in the snow.  Many 

fishing trips were taken too.  

In 1971, Lyle and Raelene divorced and Lyle married Janetha Meryl Hayes.  

For some time, Lyle and Janetha were interested in moving to Australia as this is where Lyle’s 

father was from. They even went so far as for Lyle to test for his Australian veterinary license. 

Lyle also tried several times to pass the Hawaii State Veterinary Board Exam, but since he was 

not from the island, the board  kept failing him.  One day, a friend of his in the Hawaii 

legislature suggested that he take the test again.  Someone had sued the Board for bias, so 

when the board no longer dared show favoritism to islanders, Lyle, a mainlander, finally passed 

the exam.  

Having passed the exam, he moved 

to Hawaii in 1976 and practiced 

veterinary medicine in Honolulu 

while living in Kaneohe.  He became a 

flight instructor on the side and truly 

loved both jobs!  Lyle eventually had 

a veterinary licence in six states.  

Eventually Lyle moved to Lahaina, 

Hawaii and practiced there for 9-10 

years.  While in Hawaii, he even flew 

to the leper colony on the Island of 

Molokai once a month to treat animals there as they did not have a veterinarian on the island.  
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When Scott returned from his missionary service in Portugal for The Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-day Saints, he spent some time in Lahaina, and while there, Lyle taught Scott to fly.  Scott 

loved having his dad as his instructor and was able to get his pilot’s license in about three 

weeks.  

Lyle was the best flight instructor around.  He taught many young men and young women to fly. 

He offered flying lessons to any of his children who wanted to learn.  Blake, as well as Scott, 

jumped at this opportunity and both still fly to this day.  Scott also became a flight instructor, 

and now both he and Blake repair and rebuild airplanes. 

Even though Lyle was far from family while in Hawaii, he made time to take trips back to the 

mainland and make sure all of his children’s animals were taken care of.  

Lyle would say, “A doctor can ask 

his patient what is wrong and 

where it hurts, but a veterinarian 

has to know what is wrong - his 

patients can’t talk.” 

At some time during Lyle’s 

veterinary career, Scott finally 

persuaded Lyle to buy a computer 

and helped him computerize his 

office records and set up Quicken 

for his books.  After the first year 

of using Quicken, Lyle took his records to his accountant and instead of giving the CPA a box of 

receipts as he had done previously, he gave the CPA a Quicken print out and was able to get his 

taxes done at a much lower price than he had previously.  The savings paid for his computer. 

Missing family while in Hawaii, Lyle tried to figure out a way to live part-time on the mainland 

and part-time in Hawaii.  He worked trying to arrange for a veterinary associate to work half the 

year for him in Hawaii while Lyle worked in Utah.  Lyle thought he had everything worked out, 

but unfortunately, the plan did not work out.  Lyle, therefore, sold his practice in Lahaina and 

moved to Kanab, Utah.  He built a home there, just seven miles from where he had grown up.  

One day, he sat down and started writing a story.  It turned out to be the 

first of eleven books that he wrote - all with the setting of the Arizona 

Strip.  Lyle would often base his stories on historical events on the 

Arizona Strip.  Lyle spent many years herding sheep and cattle over the 

Arizona strip to his family property in Southern Utah, so as he wrote, he 

was able to draw on adventures of his own or his family’s.  He was aware 
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of a saloon called the Roll Away Saloon that was on wheels.  It would sit 

on one side or the other of the border between Utah and Arizona 

moving as needed to avoid interruption from the law.  This moving 

saloon became the starting point for the book, ‘The Queen of the Strip’.  

Lyle enjoyed writing and had ideas for another book. After WWII, a man 

that was described as shell shocked moved with his family onto the 

Brooksby property.  For some crazy reason, this war veteran would 

shoot at Lyle’s grandfather but not at anyone else.  When this man and 

his wife needed to travel away from home for more supplies, they 

would tie their children to the necks of nanny goats and be gone for a 

few days.  The nanny goats took care of and nursed and fed the children 

while the parents were gone.  This became the idea behind Lyle’s book 

‘The Strip Orphan’.  In the end, Lyle published eleven books. 

While living in Kanab at almost 5000 feet, Lyle’s heart condition worsened. 

Writing was something he could continue doing in this circumstance.  

Lyle eventually had open heart surgery and later 

had a few stents placed. The doctors put him on 

blood thinners and high blood pressure medicine, 

but he did not like the side effects like bruising and 

bleeding.  Being the good doctor he was, Lyle 

eventually found an alternative supplement called Nattokinase which 

lowers blood pressure and dissolves clots.  Lyle quit taking the 

prescription drugs and switched to Nattokinase.  He did not tell the 

doctors, but they were thrilled they had stabilized him and continued 

writing the prescriptions for him. 

Six years later, Lyle thought he was having 

another heart attack.  He went to the ER and they could not determine 

the problem.  He had an angiogram done in Honolulu, but they could 

not find any clogged vessels or signs of a heart attack.  His oldest 

daughter, Denae, arranged for him to go to the Everett Clinic near her in 

Everett, WA which had an excellent reputation and many specialists all 

under the same roof.  After seeing the cardiologist, the cardiologist 

referred Lyle to the gastroenterologist.  It was determined that Lyle’s 

heart was doing great, other than a long-time irregular heart beat, and 

that the pain was from an esophageal condition which mimicked a heart 

attack.  He was started on Prilosec and the condition improved.  
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Although Lyle and Janetha loved their home in Kanab and had some wonderful friends there, 

they missed Hawaii and decided to return.  Lyle paid someone to build a home for them on the 

Big Island, near Hilo.  Lyle’s health was poor at the time they moved to the Big Island, and the 

family worried he would not survive a year.  However, being at sea level in Hawaii, he improved 

significantly and lived many more years.  Lyle was an amazing veterinarian and continued to 

share his talent with others while on the Big Island.  He spayed and neutered over 3000 feral 

cats at no charge. 

When Lyle’s health began to deteriorate, his youngest daughter helped him and Janetha move 

to St. George, Utah, near her, where she could help them. Family was so glad to have them 

living closer again! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In July of 2019, Lyle received a phone call and 

learned the cabin he had built 48 years ago on 

his family property had burned to the ground. 

Lyle was devastated.  His daughter promised 

him the cabin would be rebuilt and that this 

very special place would not be lost.  

The morning of April 19, 2020, his kids used 

Google Hangouts to reach out and sing his 

favorite hymn to him.  His favorite hymn was ‘O 

My Father’.  He passed away peacefully within 

a couple hours after their group video call. 
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Lyle is survived by his wife Janetha, and his six children:  Scott (Karen), Denae (Philip) Bastian, 

Blake (Catherine), Sherilynn (Mike) Buckner, Janeice (Teddy) Opunui, and Craig (Sonja). His final 

resting place will be at the cabin near his favorite horse - Arrapaho.  Lyle’s family knows that 

Lyle is now reunited with his parents, and all of  his siblings and their spouses and all his family 

who left before him.  We suspect a great reunion is going on there!  We look forward to the 

time when we will see him again, to learn, to laugh, and to grow and progress together. 

We love you Lyle/Dad!   
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