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When you closed your eyes 
And soared to the Heaven, 

I could hear the faint flutter 
Of your wings as you left. 



ulia Smith was born May 4, 1945 in Coatopa, AL to John H. and 
Ophelia Edwards. She confessed faith in Jesus Christ at an early 
age and joined Christian Valley Baptist Church, Coatopa, AL. 
 

Julia graduated from Boteler High School in 1964 and later attended the  
University of Washington in Washington, DC.  She married her high school 
sweetheart, Will Smith in 1966 and to this union two children were born. After 
living in Silver Springs, MD for several years, she and her family moved to 
Tuscaloosa, AL in 1976, where she united with Hurricane Baptist Church. She 
was a faithful member participating in several auxiliaries. Later she joined her 
husband, Deacon Will Smith, and united with the Benville Missionary Baptist 
Church, where she served on the Ministers and Deacons Wives Board, sang in 
the Mass and Senior choir, Seniors On the Move, taught Sunday School and 
served in many other capacities as a faithful, devoted member.  
 
Julia’s career in the legal field began as the office manager for attorneys  
England & Bivens from 1977-1993.  In 1993-1999, she was the Judicial  
Assistant for Judge John H. England, Jr. She then served as Judicial Assistant 
to Justice John H. England, Jr. at the Alabama Supreme Court from 1999-2001 
and then upon the judge’s return to Tuscaloosa, she served as his Judicial  
Assistant in Tuscaloosa County Circuit Court from 2001 until her retirement, 
in 2005. 
 
Julia loved helping people. After retirement, she devoted her time to her many 
interests. She loved working in the church, especially with the young people. 
Her love of beautiful things led her to projects such as a maintaining a gorgeous 
flower garden, a flourishing vegetable garden and crafting activities like  
painting ceramics and water color. Her favorite and most rewarding hobby was 
becoming a skilled quilter, creating fabulous designs and gifting them to those 
she loved. 
 
Julia completed her earthly journey on January 5, 2021 with family members at 
her side. 
 
She was preceded in death by her parents: Mr. and Mrs. John and Ophelia  
Edwards and siblings; Olevia Jones, Roye Edwards, Jeff Edwards and Wayne 
Edwards, Sr.  
 
She leaves to cherish her loving memories a devoted husband of 55 years, Will 
H. Smith, Tuscaloosa, AL;  her children AL T. Smith, Brent, AL and Nichelle 
S. McMullen, Tuscaloosa, AL; four grandsons “The Bboys” Brandon (Ashley) 
McMullen, Hoover, AL, Bryton McMullen, Brentley Johnson, and Braylan 
Johnson all of Cottondale, AL; One great grandson Bahari McMullen, Hoover, 
AL; Her sisters and brothers: Mildred Freed of Tuscaloosa, AL, Preston 
(Leathy) Edwards of Florissant, MO, Theodore Edwards of St. Louis, MO,  
Barbara (Dennis) Tate of Tuscaloosa, AL; Cynthia E. Smith of Upper  
Marlboro, MD, and Benjamin Edwards of Tuscaloosa, AL and a host of other 
relatives and friends.  
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Your prayers increased our faith, your words  
encouraged our hears and your presence renewed our 

strength. We will forever cherish the kindness and love  
extended to us during our time of bereavement. We pray 

God’s continued blessings on you all. 

 The Family  

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:  

He leadeth me beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the  
paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the  
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me;  

thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of  

mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil;  
my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 

me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the  
house of the Lord for ever.  Amen 


