
~Reflection of Life~ 
 

John James Tolbert, Jr. was born on June 3, 1942 in Sanford, 

Florida.  He was the first of three sons born to John and Johnie Mae Tolbert.  

In 1951 the family moved to Rochester, New York where he attended Culver 

School of Seventh-day Adventist.  When he was in high school, the family 

moved to Williamson, New York, where he attended high school until the 

10th grade.  At that time, he enrolled in Oakwood Academy, where he later 

graduated.  He also attended Oakwood College. In 1963 John and Maggie 

Houston began their 57-year marriage.  They had two sons, Michael and 

Mark when they settled in Rochester, New York.  In 1980 the family moved 

to Tuscaloosa, Alabama.  John worked for General Motors for 30 years 

before he retired. 
    

John was an active member of the Maranatha Seventh-Day Adventist Church 

in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, where he served at various times as a deacon, elder 

and a Sabbath School Teacher.  He and his loving wife was especially 

interested in the students who came to town to study at the colleges and 

universities.  Young people were frequent guests for Sabbath dinners at the 

Tolbert’s home.  John loved to discuss religion.  He was a creative thinker 

with original and independent ideas. This contributed to many lively 

discussions with friends and family. 
 

John was very proud of his family.  He delighted in his role as husband, 

father and grandfather and encouraged the family to pursue important goals.  

He remained close to his sons throughout his life, passing on to them his 

views about the responsibilities of manhood, which was to serve as provider, 

protector, and leader.  He admired people who stood up against opposition 

when necessary and stood by their principles. He maintained a positive 

attitude whatever the circumstances and conveyed that belief to all he met. 
John was interested in physical health and activity.  As a high school student, 

he set a record in the high jump that lasted for years.  He always maintained a 

gym membership, and he delighted in playing basketball.   Indeed, he was 

very business oriented and maintained an interest in business and in the stock 

market.  
 

John and his wife were active in the community, showing concern for the 

less fortunate.  This led to foster parenting at one point and, later, to 

establishing a group home for individual with intellectual disabilities. He was 

also active in community outreach as promoted by the church. 
John lived to see the births of six grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.  

They were the love of his life.  He delighted in their growth and 

achievements.  He and his beloved wife Maggie made a long journey 

together which yielded many joys and victories.  His life was a life well 

lived. In addition, he had a love for music and enjoyed singing and listening 

many genres of music which included artists Andrae Crouch and Ray 

Charles. 
 

John Tolbert Jr. is survived by his wife Maggie Tolbert, his three sons, 

Michael Tolbert, Mark (Zanetta) Tolbert, Ronald (Annmarie) Diggs, six 

grandchildren: Jafarr Tolbert, Whitney Diggs, Myonni Tolbert, Madison 

Diggs, Jyia Tolbert, and Ashlynn Tolbert and two great-grandchildren 

Mckenzie and Madisyn Tolbert; two brothers, Prince Bernard Tolbert and 

Emory (Frances) Tolbert, and a host of relatives and friends. 

 

 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
 
Prayer 

Song................................................................  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

Scripture Reading............................................................  Philippians 4:4-9 

Song................................................................................... “Through It All” 

Obituary (Read Silently) .................... “My Anthem...To God be the Glory” 

Words of Encouragement.................................................Dr. Roscoe Shields 

Song........................................................................... “Soon and Very Soon” 

Committal 

 

 



 

Interment 
Memory Hill Gardens 

Tuscaloosa, AL 
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The family of the late John James Tolbert Jr. wishes to express our 
sincere thanks for all prayers, cards, calls, text and visits during our 

time of bereavement.  May God continue to bless you all. 
 ~The Tolbert Family 

 

 
Professional Services provided by: 

 

Rainey Mortuary Service 

4807 20th St. 

Tuscaloosa, AL 

205-758-1300 

 

Celebrating the Life Of 
John James Tolbert Jr. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Sunrise                  Sunset 

       June 3, 1942                December 13, 2020 
 

Sunday, December 27, 2020 * 11 AM 
 

Memory Hill Gardens 
2200 Skyland Blvd E 

Tuscaloosa, AL 35405 
 

Dr. Roscoe Shields, Officiant 

 

Carried to 
Heaven on wings 

of a Dove... 


