last my love has come afong,
My lonely days are over,
And life islike a seng, oh yeah,
At last the skies above are blue,
My heart was wrapped up in clover
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/g aodness and mercy shall follow
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A thrill I’'ve never known, Oh yeat,
You smiled, you smiled.-Oh, W
And then thespell wascast, -
And here we are. in Heaven,
For you are mine at last.




- THE OBITU

“And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”
I Philippians 4:7 (KJV)

“Coach” Charlie C. Porter, Jr. was born May 22, 1937 to the late Louise Nix Porter and Charlie
C. Porter, Sr. in Anniston, Alabama. Coach Porter accepted Christ and was baptized at an early
age at Springhill Baptist Church in Bynum, Alabama.

Coach Porter departed this life very peacefully at the age of 81 at Hospice of West Alabama
on Thursday, February 7, 2019 at 2:05 p.m. He was preceded in death by his father, Charlie C.
Porter, Sr.; mother, Louise ‘Nix Porter; brothers, Willie C. Porter and Reverend James E. Porter;
sister, Joetta Thomas; brother-in-law, Elisha Thomas; four sisters-in-law, Eddie L. Porter, Lillie
Barnett, Delores Edwards and Shirley Wells; six aunts, Queen Elizabeth Ycuson, Mary Woods,
Josie Traylor, Ernie C. Porter, Lulabell Porter and Dazarine Porter.

Coach Porter leaves to cherish his memecries: a loving and devoted wife, Mary Wells-Porter;
one son, Randy (Clarissa) Hall of Humble, TX; one daughter, Tonya Alisa Wilbon of Columbia, MD;
one brother, Freddie (Wilma) Porter of Huntsville, AL; four grandchildren, Kevin. Wilbon, Jr. of
Columbia, MD; Christopher, Christian and Christon Hall of Humble, TX; three sisters-in-law, Polly
Porter of Harvest, AL; Carol Bowden and Mary B. Wells of Tuscaloosa, AL; two brothers-in-law,
Stanley Wells and Willie Bowden of Tuscaloosa, AL; and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins,
family and friends.

Coach Porter was a faithful and dedicated member of Beulah Baptist Church for over 35
years. He attended Sunday School, Early Morning Service, Morning Service and Bible Study every
Sunday and Wednesday night. Coach Porter-ioved his church, pastor and ail his associates and
acquaintances knew he was a member of “Beulah Baptist:Church”. He was a member of the
Board of Trustees, Christian Board-of Education, Program Committee, Biread Ministry, Socia!
Services, Adult Sunday School Class and Church Van driver. In-addition, he was Directorof the
Summer Youth Program and Director of Vacation Bible School Physical Education Classes.

Coach Porter’s illustrious career began as a high scheol studentat Calhoun Training School in
Anniston, Alabama where he received honors for being outstanding in basebali, football and
basketball. Upon graduating from high school, he wasaecruited by Alabama State University
(ASU) and received a scholarship to play.in-the sport of his choice. “He helped:to lead ASU
winning teams in football and baseball for four years. His colleagues and coaches nominated and
selected him as the “most outstanding” athlete his senior year.

After graduating from college, Coach' Porter was highly recruited to coach and teach by
various high schools. He was head football, baseball and basketbali coach at Akron High School
from 1962-1965. During his tenure thé"footballrteam won two West Alabama Central
Conference Championships in 1963 and 1964.

In 1965, Coach Porter was employed by:the Tuscaleosa County School System as assistant
coach of football and basketball and teacher of Social Studies and Physicai Education at Boteler
High School. Later he became head coach of haseball and-assistant coach-of foothail for Holt
High School where he remained employed for 32 years. In 1967, he coordinated and manually
assisted with the building of the first Holt High School baseball field. He provided continuous
upkeep and later helped to sponsor a facelift of the baseball field:" After coaching and teaching




for several years, Coach Porter received a _Master’'s Degree in Administration from Alabama
Agricultural and Mechanical University (AAMU) in 1984. He later retired from secondary
education after 38 years of service in 1998.

In '1999, he was employed by Stillman Coliege and was very instrumental in helping Coach
Theophiius Danzy recruit footbali players for the newly organized football team. In addition,
when the team was formed, he assisted as defensive line coach and Director of Football
Operations. In 2009, ke retired and was recognized for ten years of service.

CoachPorter’s professional experiences andaccomplishments included: Park and Recreation
Softball Official (1967-2009); Park and Recreation Summer Program Supervisor (1967-1977);
Southwestern Athletic- Conference Feotball Official (1983) and St. Jude High School Assistant
Faotball Coach in Montgomery, Alabama (1962). His awards included Alabama State University
recognition for ;51 years .of coaching (2012); Holt High School Alumni Honor Roll (2009);
Tuscaloosa County Board of Education Award of Merit (1998); Alabama High School Athletic
Program of the State of Alabama for 29 Years of Service (1992); State of Alabama Tournament
Officials Award at the Boys State Tournament (1983); Holt High School Football Team for a Job
Weil Done and 32 years of service (1998). Additional achievements included; Life-Time Member
of the Southern intercoliegiate Athletic Conference (SIAC); Gulf South Basketball Official; SIAC
official of Football, Basketbail and Softbali; Alabama High School Basketball Association; High
School Official, Montgomery, Alabama and Seiected Cfficial during the return of Girls Basketball
at -the University of Alabama. Coach Porter was a member of numerous educational
organizations and remained a member of the Tuscaloosa Education Retirees Association (TERA)
and the Alabama Education Retirees Association, Inc. (AERA) until 2016.

In 2015, The Tuscaioosa News recognized Coach Porter as the “Best of the Best” a singular
honor that he felt was the highlight of his _life.- He was inducted into the Class of 2015 West
Alabama Softball Hall of Fame. He was a very hard and dedicated worker, always on time and
never tiring.- It was stated in the Tuscaloosa News that “officiating surged through his blood” for
more than 50 years. Thearticle further stated that, “He was cne of the truly likeable guys in
sport: ‘He was out there every night for at least 20 years.”

Coach ‘Porter also helped start the umpire ieague. -He was a sports referee for 52 years and
has beeniauded with rewards and honors all his life.

Finally, sharing the best for last, “Coach” Chariie C. Porter, Jr. married his best friend and the
love of his life, Mary Wells-Porter, on November 10, 1994. Mary would always say, “We balance
each other. He is strong where | am weak, and | am'strong where he is weak. We make it work
and love each other.” Mary was always there to the end and he remembered her until the end.
“At Last” by Etta James was always their favorite song.
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