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       To Those I Love 
When I am gone, release me, let me go. 

I have so many things to see and do. 

You mustn’t tie yourself to me with tears 

Be happy that we had so many years. 

I gave you my love; you can only guess 

how much you gave me in happiness. 

I thank you for the love you each have shown, 

but now it’s time I travel on alone. 

So, grieve a while for me, if grieve you must, 

then let your grief be comforted by trust. 

It’s only for a while that we must part, 

so, bless the memories within your heart. 

I won’t be far away, for life goes on, 

So, if you need me, call and I will come. 

Though you can’t see or touch me, I’ll be near, 

And if you listen with your heart, you’ll hear 

all my love around you, soft and clear. 

And then, when you must come this way alone, 

we’ll meet in Heaven around God’s throne. 

 

Acknowledgement 
The family of the late Mr. Shelly Ligon, Sr. would like to  

express gratitude, appreciation and sincere thanks for all the acts of 

kindness and love shown during their time of bereavement.  Your visits, 

cards, phone calls, flowers, prayers and other acts of kindness will 

certainly help brighten the days ahead. May GOD bless each of you  

 abundantly. 
 

http://burtonsfuneralhome.com/


Obituary 
Shelly James Ligon, Jr. was born September 24, 1949 to the late Cecil and Julia Jones Ligon 

in Hurtsboro (Russell County), Alabama.  Shelly accepted Christ Jesus as his Lord and 

Savior at an early age and joined Bethel Baptist Church in his hometown. Following his 

move to Ft. Mitchell, Alabama, Shelly continued his Christian journey at St. John AME Zion 

where he attended and served faithfully until his illness and subsequent demise.  

 

Shelly met and married the former Miss Betty Jordon and to this beautiful union, three 

children were born and reared alongside two other siblings. Shelly and Betty were blissfully 

united in holy matrimony for more than 20 years—until Betty’s untimely death. 

Throughout his adult life, Shelly was employed with various companies to support his 

growing family; however, he enjoyed working as a butcher at H & J Grocery in Tuskegee, 

Alabama the most—greeting, meeting and serving families just like his own! In his leisure 

time, Shelly was an avid “Roll Tide” fan, enjoyed watching Westerns on television and 

visiting with friends and family. 

 

On Tuesday, September 3, 2019, Shelly answered his Master’s gentle call and peacefully 

entered eternal rest at his home in Ft. Mitchell surrounded by loving family and close 

friends. In addition to his devoted parents and darling wife, Shelly was preceded in death 

by brothers, Leon & Lawrence Ligon and son, Eddie Thomas. 

 

Loving memories of Shelly James Ligon, Sr. will always and forever be cherished by: 

adoring children, Mary (Melvin) Brown, Shelly (Teresa) Ligon, Gregory Ligon, Christine 

Ligon and Samuel Jordon; dedicated siblings, Inell Ricks, Rozell Ligon, Wallace Ligon, JC 

Ligon, Edward Ligon, Ronnie Ligon, Alton (Diane) Ligon, Jacqueline Ligon, Jerome Ligon 

and Julia (Willis) Davis; a host of devoted grandchildren; doting nieces and nephews; three 

dependable friends, Mildred, Lucille and Shandra; and many faithful church 

members. 

 

 

Order of Service 
Prelude…………………………………………….Rev. Charles Groom 
 
Processional 
Scripture Readings…………….Min. Stephen C. Copeland 

Old Testament 

New Testament 

Prayer of Comfort……………….Min. Stephen C. Copeland 

Solo………………………………………………………..Julia Ligon Davis 

Reflections……………………………………………Friends & Family 
Two minutes, please 

 
Duet…………………………………………Altamese & Novah Ligon 
 
Eulogy………………………………………….Rev. Dr. Rodney Smith 
 
Recessional 
 
Postlude……………………………………………Rev. Charles Groom 

 
 
 

Flower Bearers             
Family & Friends  Repast 

Jubilee Christian Fellowship Hall 


