
“In Loving Memory Mom”

If roses grow in Heaven, Jehovah
Please pick a bunch for me.

Place them in my Mother’s arms
And tell her they’re from me.

Tell her that I love and miss her,
And when she turns to smile,
Place a kiss upon her cheek,

And hold her for a while.
Because remembering her is easy,

I do it every day,
But there’s an ache within my heart

That will never go away.

With special thanks from the Gant family

The family of Mattie Mae Gant would like to thank everyone for their kind expressions.

Your phone calls, text messages, Facebook posts, thoughts and prayers shown during

the illness and death of our loved one was greatly appreciated. Also, a special thanks

to all medical personnel and the staffs at MUSC Health Kershaw Medical Center and

Lexington Medical Center.

We, the staff of Nelson-Haile Funeral Home, sincerely hope that our service has been

a source of comfort to each of you. Our goal, for the past five generations, has been

and continues to be to provide excellent services to those families we are privileged to

serve.
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Life Reflections

Do not be afraid, for I am with you. Do not be anxious, for I am your God. I will fortify you, yes, I will

help you, I will really hold on to you with my right hand of righteousness.’ For I, Jehovah your God, am

grasping your right hand, The One saying to you, ‘Do not be afraid. I will help you.’  Isaiah 41:10,13

Mattie Mae Gant was born in Boykin, South Carolina on March 6, 1943. She was the oldest daughter

of seven children born to the late Mack Edwards Sr. and Maebell Edwards. She was affectionately called

Mommy, Mama, Grandma, Mrs. Mattie and Sister Gant. Her innate skill set enabled her to conquer all

barriers and obtain her diploma and further her education in healthcare. 

     

On August 20, 2022, she was called home to rest. Mattie was a devoted Jehovah’s Witness and served

as Pioneer. She found the most fulfillment and content sharing Bible teachings to everyone. Memories

of her positive attitude and strong faith in the Bible, is what sustains her family through this difficult

time.

    

While living in New York she met the love of her life. On June 30, 1972, she married her soul mate,

Eddie Lee Gant in Rembert, South Carolina. They raised eight children in Queens, New York. Their love

for children enabled them to foster the community. All the children in the neighborhood loved and

respected Mrs. Mattie and Mr. Eddie. 

   

Those who knew her appreciated the genuine concern, generosity and respect she had for others. She was

a kind, selfless and giving person who sacrificed a lot. Mattie was a rare diamond who had a heart of

gold and was always willing to help anyone. She was truly a beautiful person inside and out. Her caring

heart and caring hands will be missed.

     

She is preceded in death by her parents, Mack Edwards Sr. and Maebell Edwards, husband Eddie Lee

Gant, brothers Larry Edwards and Adam Sparks, and sisters Thomasina Edwards and Janice Dennis.

     

Mattie leaves to cherish her loving memories four sons: Patrick Moore (Julie) East Haven, CT, Conrad

Williams (Eva) Jamaica, NY, Tremain Gant Camden, SC, Tyshawn Gant Columbia, SC;  four daughters,

Patricia Wills (Gerald) Long Island, NY, Teresa Gant-Carter (Marion) Charlotte, NC, Tennille Gant-

Belton (Kevin) Columbia SC, Tyiesha Gant (Daryl) Jamaica, NY; two brothers: Mack Edwards Jr.

(Evelyn) Columbia, SC and Terrence Edwards Camden, SC; four sisters, Minnie Jenkins (John)

Flushing, NY, Connie Dais (Thomas) Rembert, SC, Josephine Smith and Betty Corley Camden, SC;

nineteen grandchildren; eight great-grandchildren and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, friends,

spiritual brothers and sisters. 

Order of service

Processional……………………………………………………………...…Family and Friends

Scripture..................………………….......……………………………...………. Patrick Moore

Song……………………………………………….…………………...…...“A Song for Mama”

Scripture…………………………………………………………………..............K’von Belton

Reflections………………………………………………………………….......Chief Joe Floyd

Acknowledgments…………….…………………………………………......... Patricia Wills

Song………………………………………..…………….......………“Wind Beneath My Wings”

Closing Prayer

Recessional..........................................................................................Family and Friends 


