
On August 18th 2021 Ronda Faye Willson Badwal entered into eternal rest to be with her Lord 

and Savior after a long battle with Heart and Kidney Disease.  The daughter of the late Frank 

Van Willson and her late mother Edith Faye Sponaugle Willson was born February 23, 1948 in 

Elkins, West Virginia and grew up on her grandparents, Ray Van Willson and Russie Taylor 

Willson’s nearby farm in Porterwood, West Virginia. Here, Ronda attended a small school house 

where her father served as Principal and teacher for the upper grades, and was able to keep a 

watchful eye on Ronda and the other younger students attending the Porterwood School.  

 

Ronda loved spending her young childhood in West Virginia often reminiscing to her children 

about the almost idealistic time growing up on the family farm such as getting to play with the 

farm puppies, chasing the chickens to help catch the dinner, and then teasing her good friend 

Junie about whether he caught his chicken saying “Junie, you got a chickuuun?” and Junie would 

reply with “Whuuuut?” Also, Ronda loved exploring the mountainside and valleys of West 

Virginia with their cool mountain rivers and the necessity of needing “one short leg” so that you 

could walk around the mountains without falling off! She would often warn when we drove up 

into the mountains “You never wanted to drive too fast either cuz you could end up in a holler!”  

 

The Willson family then moved to Southern Maryland where Ronda attended the Charles County 

school system where she graduated from La Plata High School. As a child Ronda in the summer 

with her sisters would help her father measure tobacco on local farms in Charles County 

Maryland. Her father being a school teacher did this job for summer employment and Ronda had 

many fond memories of visiting the local farming families. During high school she worked as a 

bookkeeper at the local feed store called The La Plata Feed and Seed. Shortly after graduation 

she worked at Physician’s Memorial Hospital in La Plata as a radiology technician. Her 

supervisors appreciated her work ethic so much that they wanted to give her a scholarship to 

attend Radiology School.  However, teaching was in her heritage and she wanted to pursue a 

career in education taking courses at Towson State, Charles County Community College and 

Howard University and later on finishing her undergraduate degree in Special Education from 

University of the District of Columbia.  

 

On what turned out to be a very auspicious afternoon, Ronda was exploring books on India in the 

community college library. Later that same day, Ronda went to class and had a substitute 

instructor from India who happened to notice the books she had checked out on her desk. A 

conversation led to working as colleagues, which led to a thank you dinner, which led to 

romance, which led to a wedding on November 26th, 1969 in Mexico uniting Prof. Bhajan Singh 

Badwal and Ronda Faye Willson Badwal for 51 years of marriage. 

 

Ronda dedicated her life to her husband and four children as a devoted and adored wife and 

mother. In addition to her role as wife and mother she served the community by being a 

volunteer class room mother helping plan activities and assisting the teachers with students, 

loving to chaperone on a myriad of field trips including all the camping ones! Ronda served as a 

faithful member of the Church of Jesus Christ of LatterDay Saints where she served many 

callings. Among these callings she especially enjoyed her callings of working as a research 

assistant on historical and genealogical programs, working as a church librarian, and serving as a 

Sunday School teacher for many years.  

  



Among Ronda’s many interests and talent’s she was a prolific writer and voracious reader. She 

loved road trips, going to the beach and visiting parks on the Chesapeake Bay.She also enjoyed 

experiencing and creating arts and culture, listening to all kinds of music from The Beach Boys 

to Aaron Neville to Outkast and Bruno Mars who she may or may not have thought was a cutie! 

She loved dancing, singing and cooking a repertoire of downhome country cooking to the finest 

Indian cuisine. She loved watching old movies and was a lifelong fan of actor Carey Grant and 

Art Malik going to see the movie True Lies a record 4 times!  

 

Ronda adored her grand puppies Princess Penny Lane and Princess Abbey Road, but when her  

# 1grandson Benjamin was born on February 13th, 2014 she fell head over heels in love with her 

Valentine’s baby!  She spent countless hours playing blocks and video chatting on Facebook 

experimenting with every filter available! She once said despite her fading health she was still 

here on Earth to enjoy her Benji. We are so thankful that God gave her 7 beautiful years to enjoy 

being his “Grammy”.   

 

 She was preceded in death by her parents Frank Van Willson and her mother Edith Faye 

Willson . She leaves to cherish her memory: her husband Bhajan, two sons Mahi and Sanji and 

two daughters Kiran and Tasha and son-in-law Jonathan, her sisters Patty, Loie, and Nessa 

(Ferdinand). Her #1 grandson Benjamin, and her nephew Alex, and nieces Hannah (Tyler) and 

Steffie( Tyler). And last but certainly not least her Penny and Abbey.  

 
Due to the health of some family members, we ask attendees in person to be fully 
vaccinated. 
 
 In lieu of flowers donations can be made to the St. Georges Episcopal Church's Justice League by 
calling (301) 262-3285 or the Ruth Parker Eason School in Millersville, MD at (410) 222-3815. 
 

 

 

 


