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His Arrival Home

By Anton M. Burnette

If you ever catch me blankly staring into the distance,
know I’m simply trying to simplify trying to invent a new

way to ask God why. Trying to calculate, trying to use
my imagination to formulate an excuse for the abuse of

my aching heart. They say time heals - how can my
hurts be healed if I can’t explain how I feel. If I can’t

open my eyes and except that in the fine print it states
“The Lord is close to the broken-hearted and saves

those who spirts are crushed…”. God came to provide
comfort for me, and I realized that my father was the

angel he needed. My vision was unclear, my
expectations were misleading. I told everyone my

father was coming home, but in reality, he was leaving
(going). My tears won’t stop flowing. The unimaginable

shame, the roaring rain, Dad you are still my Best
Friend. I can’t take this pain. I pray you know how much

I cherished every single moment that I was able to lay
my eyes on you. I was waiting patiently because I really

needed you. I believed in you. I can’t fathom never
seeing you again. I never thought I’d be grieving you.

It’s unreal but so real that I can’t even begin to wrap my
mind around how I feel I’m tired of being strong. I feel
so weak Dad. It hadn’t even been a week. I had to see
you under a sheet. Mentally I’m beat. Dear father, it’s

safe to say times are harder. Please watch over my
family and I and allow us to prosper.

 

The family wishes to express our heartfelt

gratitude for the outpour of love honoring

Anthony. Your thoughtfulness gives us

encouragement and strength. We are also

appreciative of the support from Rev. Bava,

the Holy Redeemer  Choir directed by

Denyce Daniels, and Robinson Funeral

Home. Continue to pray for us as you will be

in our prayers.    May God bless each of you.

 

DUE TO COVID 19, A REPAST WILL NOT BE HELD.

Anthony L. Welch

Dear Pops,

 

I thought of you today but that's
nothing new, I thought about you
yesterday and the days before that

too..
 

I think of you in silence I often speak
your name, now all  I have are

memories and a picture in a frame..
 

Your memory is a keepsake from
which I'll never part God has you in

his arms, I have you in my heart..
 

Love Always,
Ty-pie
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Anthony Lorenzo Welch was born in Washington, DC on November 15, 1969, to Michelle Hemsley and James Welch.
He returned home to be with his Heavenly Father on March 26, 2021. 
Early in life, Anthony was educated within the Archdiocese of Washington Catholic Schools, as well as the District
of Columbia Public School system. As an adult, he also studied to become a Certified Substance Abuse Counselor at
Howard University. Anthony used his education and experience to help those in his community who struggled with
substance abuse.  
As a young child growing up in Northwest Washington, DC, affectionately called “Uptown”, Anthony loved his
neighborhood. He also loved dogs, enjoyed hanging out with his friends, and was known as a true jokester. He had a
smile and a laugh that would light up the room. Anthony was a son, a father, friend, a big brother, and so much
more to so many people.
Anthony was very family-oriented, and he truly loved his. In his early years, and as a teenager, he spent countless
hours with his grandparents who showered him with love and almost anything he wanted – they spoiled him rotten.
He was a true big brother, always protective while also getting on his little sister’s nerves. When he became a dad,
you could not tell him that there was anything better than the love he felt for his children. Anthony was so in love
with his children and he wore being called a dad like a badge of honor. Nothing meant more to Anthony than family.
Before he passed, he spoke often about wanting to have a big house where he could watch his grandkids, nieces,
nephew, and little cousins enjoy running around playing together. Family gatherings were a favorite of Anthony’s,
and he loved to be the life of the party! From telling jokes, to storytelling, to crazy dance moves – he brought them
all to the parties, and we loved that he did. 
Anthony did not reserve his love for just family and friends. He was a dedicated football fan…for one team. All who
knew Anthony knew how he felt about the Dallas Cowboys. To say he was an avid Dallas Cowboys fan would be an
understatement. He loved “Dem Boyz” and thought they were the greatest football team ever and would argue
anyone down who thought otherwise.
Anthony also had a strong entrepreneurial spirit with dreams of being a business mogul. He founded Top Gun
Courier Service, and it grew to be a very successful company. He was always thinking ahead about the next big
thing. His finger was always on whatever was relevant, and at the time of his passing, he was working on a
business plan for a Message T-shirt company that spoke out against police brutality injustice. 
Anthony grew up surrounded by God and love. Having grown up in the Catholic Church he was introduced to Christ
at an early age which instilled in him a strong sense of faith. Having such complete and enduring faith is what
pushed him through many difficult times and helped him to recognize all his blessings.
Anthony was preceded in death by his grandparents James & Gladys Hemsley, James & Beulah Mae Welch, and his
stepfather Dennis L. Tyree. Left to cherish his memory are the many who loved him unconditionally: His parents Michelle
Hemsley Tyree and James C. Welch, fiancée LaTarsha Murchison, his daughter Tyawna Burnette, sons Anton Burnette and
Amario Murchison, grandchildren Tylen Burnette and Amina Thomas-Burnette, sisters Tina Tyree Mathis (Jeremi) and Denise
Tyree Lucas (Clinton), nieces Madison and Amayah Mathis, nephew Clinton Lucas Jr., and a host of other family members
and friends who loved him dearly. 
IN HONOR OF OUR DEAR ANTHONY, WE LEAVE YOU WITH HIS FAVORITE SALUTATION, “PRAY, EAT WELL & EXERCISE!”

 

Order of Service
Musical Selection                       I’m Free

Deacon Willis Daniels
 

       Greeting & Blessing of the Body          
Reverend David Bava

 

Placement of the Pall             The Family
 

Opening Prayer
 

Opening Hymn                     Congregation
Hold to God’s Unchanging Hand

 

1st Reading                             Andre Tobe               
The Book of Wisdom 3: 1-9

 

Responsorial Psalm                23rd Psalm  
“The Lord is My Shepherd”

 

2nd Reading                       Patrice Buford              
First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians

4:13-14 & 18
 

Gospel Acclamation                   “Alleluia”
 

                 Gospel Proclamation                            
The Gospel According to John 11:17-45

Homily                    Reverend David Bava
 

   General Intercessions   
Tanisha Roberts

 
 

Offertory Musical Tribute       Love Theory
Chanale Tobe, Stephon and Phillip

Washington, and Holy Redeemer Choir 
 

The Lord’s Prayer
 

Communion Song                        My Help    
Yvette Ellard

 

Meditation Hymn         I Really Love the Lord
Deacon Willis Daniels                 

 

Reflections                         Tina Mathis
 

             Prayer of Commendation                       
Reverend David Bava

 

Recessional Hymn         Going Up Yonder
Anginette Tinney-Young
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