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Your Mother 
Is Always with You 

Poem by - Deborah R Culver 
  

She’s the whisper of the leaves as you walk down the street. 
She’s the smell of certain foods you remember,  

flowers you pick, the fragrance of life itself. 
She’s the cool hand on your brow when you’re not feeling well. 

She’s your breath in the air on a cold winters’ day. 
She is the sound of the rain that lulls you to sleep,  

the colors of a rainbow. 
She is Christmas morning. 

Your mother lives inside your laughter. 
She’s the place you come from, your first home. 

She’s the map you follow with every step you take. 
She’s your first love, your first friend, even your first enemy. 

But nothing on Earth can separate you. 
Not time. 
Not space. 

Not even death… 



Kathleen Mary Van Kouteren 
December 13, 1960 ~ October 7, 2021 

Memorial Service  
3 p.m., Thursday, October 14, 2021 

Munden Funeral Home, Morehead City, NC 
Officiated by Rev. Frank Halsey Jr.  

 
 

Order of Service  
Opening Prayer  

Obituary 

Scripture Reading 

“Heaven Was Needing a Hero” by Jo Dee Messina 

Eulogy ~ Shylah Oldano & Jennifer Van Kouteren  

Scripture Reading  

“Ghost” by Justin Bieber 

Words of Comfort 

Benediction 

Kathleen Mary Van Kouteren, 60, of Beaufort, passed away on 
Thursday, October 7, 2021, at Carteret Health Care. 

Kathleen was born on December 13, 1960, in Milburn, New 
Jersey. She lived with her mother and brothers for the first 15 
years of her life before moving to Rutherford, NJ, with her 
grandmother Georgia Brady.  Kathleen graduated from 
Rutherford High School in 1979, then moved to Lyndhurst, NJ 
where she raised her first child.   

Kathleen attended Fairleigh Dickinson University in Teaneck, NJ 
where she obtained a diploma in Dental Assisting in 1982.  She 
further expanded her college education and studied Radiology 
at the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey.   

Kathleen began dating Richard, the love of her life, in 1988.  
Within a few years they moved to North Carolina together 
where they were wed in 1993 and had two children of their 
own.  They had a blended family and raised a total of six 
children.   

Kathleen worked as a Dental Assistant for 40+ years and took 
pride in her job. She had an infectious smile and enjoyed 
spending time with her family.  She also enjoyed collecting 
lighthouses and was a lover of animals.   

Kathleen was a loving wife, mother, grandmother and friend 
who will be missed tremendously by all who had the pleasure 
of knowing her.   

She is survived by her daughters, Shylah Oldano and husband 
Steve of Fair Lawn, New Jersey , Janice Yeager and husband 
Vermon of Beaufort, Jennifer Van Kouteren and fiancé David 
Halsey of Newport, and Sharon Van Kouteren of 
Charlottesville, Virginia; sons, Richard Van Kouteren III and 
fianceé Stephanie Dionian of Newport and Ryan Jon Van 
Kouteren and fianceé Sarah Joyner of Newport; brother, Frank 
Hermann and wife Diane of Spring Hill, Florida; niece, Patricia 
Hermann and grandchildren, Alexa Sinclair, Kayden Van 
Kouteren, Ivan Phillips, Olivia Dionian, Staci Oldano, and 
Nathaniel Halsey; along with several cousins in New Jersey; and 
her furry companion, Reese. 

Kathleen was preceded in death by her husband, Richard Van 
Kouteren Jr.; mother, Mabel Brady Hermann; and niece, Brenda 
Hermann. 

Arrangements by Munden Funeral Home & Crematory   


