
Helen Louise (Phillips) Duncan was born September 10, 1948 in 
Stigler, OK to William and Joyce (Watley) Phillips. She passed away December 
6, 2018 in Owasso, OK.. 
 

Helen was raised in the areas surrounding Tulsa and graduated from 
Catoosa High School with the Class of 1967. She had one younger brother, Bill.  
She married James “Jimmy” Thomas Duncan on May 4, 1967 in Claremore, 
OK and they were happily married for 51 years. Jimmy and Helen had the first 
of two children, Machelle on September 27, 1969 and then Bryon on August 19, 
1973. Helen worked as a clerk at TG&Y for 13 months while Jimmy was in the 
service. When Jimmy returned to the states, Jimmy and Helen were stationed in 
El Paso, Texas for 4 months before returning to the Tulsa area. For the next 
several years while starting a family, Helen was a homemaker. Around 1980, 
she took a part-time job working at the Cookie Factory at Woodland Hills Mall. 
She worked there for about two years before securing a full-time job at Tulsa 
Public Schools. She worked for TPS for about ten years before retiring to keep 
her husband, Jimmy, in line on a more consistent basis.  Jimmy and Helen took 
a part time job working together in their retirement years with Names & 
Numbers Phone Books, managing phone book routes for about 10 years. Helen 
managed all the paperwork and personnel and Jimmy managed the routes.  She 
was very good at giving Jimmy orders which he followed for the most part.  She 
was always involved in church and attended First Freewill Baptist in Claremore 
until moving to Southeast Freewill Baptist in Tulsa. She eventually started 
attending Bethany Freewill Baptist in Broken Arrow where they attended until 
moving to Grand Lake.  Jimmy and Helen attended Foundation Freewill Baptist 
just outside of Grove for about 6 or 7 years until they moved to Owasso where 
she attended Rejoice Freewill Baptist until her passing. Helen was involved in a 
Bunco group for over 30 years with her daughter and close friends They played 
once a month and loved laughing, playing, and making plans for their annual 
bunco trip to visit friends that had moved away. Helen has two grandchildren, 
Stephen and Blake, who were the light of her life.  She spent countless hours 
spoiling her grandkids and watching them grow to be successful, young men 
with families of their own. Helen has three great-grandchildren, Kaden, Darly, 
and James, who she loved dearly and she got to spend many of her last years 
spoiling them as much as she did her grandchildren. Helen enjoyed playing 
cards with friends, shopping and spending time with her family. She was loved 
by many and will be missed by all. 
 

Helen is survived by her loving husband, Jimmy Duncan, daughter, 
Machelle O’Dell and husband, Sean; two grandchildren, Stephen O’Dell and 
wife, Audra, and Blake O’Dell and wife, Abby; three great-grandchildren, 
Kaden, Darly, and James; mother, Joyce Eubanks and husband, Oren; brother, 
Bill Phillips and wife, Kay; along with numerous other aunts, uncles, nieces, 
nephews, and many other relatives and friends. 
 

Helen was preceded in death by her father, William “WR” Phillips; and 
son, Bryon Duncan.  

 

 
Funeral Service 

Rejoice Freewill Baptist Church 
Owasso, Oklahoma 

Tuesday, December 11, 2018 
2:00 PM 

 
 

Officiating Ministers 
Pastor Sam Smith 

Pastor Casey Cariker 
 
 

Music 
“Amazing Grace” 

“I Can Only Imagine” 
 

“Far Side Banks Of Jordan” 
Vocalists ~ Sam Smith, Wiley Smith & Peggy Smith 

 
“Go Rest High On That Mountain” 

Vocalists ~ Peggy Smith & Wiley Smith 
 
 

Casket Bearers 
 Will Phillips   Rob Dowler 
 Jeff Aleshire   Micah O’Dell 
 Tom Aleshire   Luke Henderson 

 
 

Honorary Casket Bearers 
 Dwayne Duncan  James McClenskey 

 
 

Interment 
Floral Haven Cemetery 

Broken Arrow, Oklahoma 



The Guestbook can be viewed and signed by visiting 
www.johnsonsperry.com 

 
Arrangements and services entrusted to 

Johnson Funeral Home 
Sperry, Oklahoma 

23rd Psalm 
 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. he maketh me 
to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside the 
still waters. He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in the 

paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. Yea, though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear 
no evil; for thou art with me. Thy rod and thy staff, they 
comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the 

presence of mine enemies; thou anointest my head with 
oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall 

follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever. 

 
 
 
 

 

In Our Hearts Forever 

September 10, 1948 ~ December 6, 2018 

Helen Louise (Phillips) Duncan  
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