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The Chain Will Link Again
God looked around His garden

 and found an empty place.
He then looked down upon the earth

 and saw your tired face.
He put His arms around you and lifted you to rest.

God’s garden must be beautiful.
 He only takes the best.

He knew that you were suffering.
 He knew you were in pain.

He knew that you would never get well on earth again.
He saw the road getting rough and the hills

 were hard to climb.
So He closed your weary eyelids and whispered,

 “Peace be thine.”
It broke our hearts to lose you but you didn’t go alone.

For part of us went with you the day
You left us beautiful memories,

your love is still our guide.
And though we cannot see you,
 you will always be by our side.

Our family chain is broken and nothing seems the same
But as God calls us home one by one

THE CHAIN WILL LINK AGAIN.



When I'm Called Home
When I breathe my last upon this earth,

Don't be sad and filled with pain.
My purpose will be completed.

What I've longed for, I've attained.
Don't shed a tear, but smile instead.

My death is not the end.
I'm still living - just on a higher plane,

With Jesus - my dearest friend.
When my earthly body is lowered,
Into the cold, dark, dreary ground.

It won't lie there forever,
Only 'til the trumpet's sound.

Please etch upon my headstone,
The date God gave me birth.

But enter not the month and year,
He took me from this earth.
My spirit will still be living,
For I was saved by grace.

I'll be dwelling with my Savior.
In that glorious, heavenly place.

And when the final trumpet sounds,
First the dead in Christ shall rise.
Then my body that was buried,
Will be caught up in the skies.

It will meet there with my spirit.
And the two shall be entwined.

To form the perfect body,
That my precious Lord designed.

If God has not yet called you,
Before that final trumpet sounds,

You'll be changed and rise to meet him.
For you, too, are Heaven bound.

Obituary

James William Smith, affectionately know as “Book”, 
departed this earthly life and entered into eternal rest on 
Tuesday, October 20, 2020, at Lexington Medical Center. 
Born in Peak, South Carolina, he was the son of the late John 
Sol Smith and the late Thelma Nelums Smith.

James was a faithful and devoted member of Pine Grove 
A.M.E. Church.  Prior to his illness, he served faithfully as a 
Steward and member of the Male Chorus for many years.

James was educated in the public schools of Newberry 
County, graduating from Gallman High School, Class of 1966, 
and earned an associate degree from Columbia Commercial 
College in 1977. He served two years in the United States 
Army, one year of which was served in Vietnam. He was 
employed with Allied/Honeywell for thirty years. After retiring 
from Honeywell he worked with Lexington School District 
Five as a bus driver for twelve years.  

James enjoyed family gatherings, spending time with his 
grandchildren, listening to Gospel music and watching sports. 
He especially liked football and was an avid Clemson fan.

Those who celebrate his life and cherish loving and precious 
memories are his loving wife of forty-seven years, Carolyn 
Patricia Smith; one  daughter, Demetris Murray (Kenneth) of 
Chapin, SC; two sons, Rodney Mayers (Susan) of Bluffton, SC, 
and Ricky Mayers (Shawn) of Chapin, SC; ten grandchildren 
and seven great-grandchildren. He also leaves to cherish his 
memory, three brothers, James L. Wright of Pomaria, SC, 
Hulie Smith (Brenda) of Thomasville, NC, and Willie Smith 
(Mattie) of Winnsboro, SC; two sisters, Thelma L. Smith of 
Peak, SC, and Shirley Richardson of Columbia, SC; two 
uncles, James Corley of Little Mountain, SC, and Curtis 
Nelson (Leanner) of Hopkins, SC; one aunt, Minnie Douglas of 
Newberry, SC; one brother-in-law, Jeffery Mayers of Columbia 
SC; one sister-in-law, Twanda Mayers of McDonough, GA; 
nieces, nephews, cousins and friends, including, James Sims, 
George Bickley, and Henry Watson, all of whom grieve his 
departure but rejoice that he is resting with the Lord.

Order of Service

Military Honors

Ministry of Music ...................................Sister Thenell Miller

Prayer ......................................... Reverend Kenneth Taylor

Scripture ..................................Reverend Chaunte’ McClure

Old Testament ...............................................Psalm 23

New Testament ...................................2 Timothy 4:6-8

Remarks ..........................................Brother James W. Sims

Solo.......................................................Sister Thenell Miller

Words of Comfort ........................Reverend Ruth Robinson

Committal and Benediction

Interment ................................... Pine Grove A.M.E. Church

Little Mountain, South Carolina


