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Johnny L.. Smith 
Celebrating the Life 

of 



Dear family and friends I go, but do not weep; 
I've lived my life, so full and deep. 

Throughout my life, I gave my best, 
I earned my keep, I've earned my rest. 

I never tried to be great or grand, 
I tried to be a helping hand. 

 
If I helped in a team, if I helped on my own, 

It was more than repaid by good family and friends I have known; 
And if I went the extra mile,  

I did it with pleasure - it was all worthwhile. 
 

If I brightened your path, then let it be 
A small contribution from my me; 

Now sadly I leave you and travel alone 
Through a mystic veil to the great unknown, 

With such beautiful memories 
That will forever be 

The way that I hope you'll remember me. 
 

 

 

 



  

We may shed enough tears to fill buckets, but 
those streams of tears running down our 
cheeks will glisten with joy when we realize 
that Uncle Johnny’s home going is nothing 
less than an answer to Jesus’s prayer. 
 
Thank you for the advice and lessons you 
taught me, Tee, and your grandkids who may 
have leaned on you. Your wisdom will forever 
guide the decisions we make through the rest 
of our lives.  
 
Despite any personal challenges, you always 
looked outside of yourself – which is why dad/
grandfather  will always be remembered as a 
beacon of light in our hearts.  
 
In the fullness of God’s timing, until we see 
each other again Uncle Johnny, well done, 
good and faithful servant.  
 
Love, your forever baby JoAnn and family  

- I Miss You Always Brother -  
 

My heart has been left broken 
Since the day you had to go  

And the memories I treasure dearly  
Are in the tears that will flow.  

 
You’re in my thoughts everyday  
And that’s how it will always be  

For you may be up in Heaven now  
But you’ll always be with me. 

 
If only I could have the chance  

To see your face once more  
Or to hear your voice one final time  

Just like it was before.  
 

The day that Heaven calls for me  
Will be a relief from all this pain  

I’ll run to you with open arms  
And we will meet again.  

 

Love, 
Willie 

To My Big Brother, 
 
When we were growing up, if you made 
two steps, I thought  I was suppose to 
make one right behind you, even to the 
point of running out of the house to get 
on the bus to follow you to school when 
I was much too young to go.  As adults, 
I’ll always cherish the memories of all 
the times we sat on my front porch and 
talked even if I complained about you 
driving on my grass right up to my 
front steps. 
 
Gone but not forgotten, 
Your Baby Sister Lou 

For Our Uncle 
 

We have so many memories 
Of the times we spent together, 

And even thou you’re no longer here, 
We’ll cherish them forever. 

We miss your laughter so much 
And the mischief in your smile. 

When we feel the sadness welling up 
We’ll remember it a while. 

For though you are no longer here, 
You’ll never be truly gone. 

So long as we have these memories, 
Your spirit will carry on. 

So until we see your smile again, 
We’ll hold you in our hearts and minds. 

A shining example, our uncle 
Of the best of humankind. 

 
Love, 

Your Nieces and Nephews 



 
His  Story 

 
 
 
Johnny L. Smith was the sixth child born to the late A. R. and Bertha Lee Fletcher Smith on June 28, 1948 

in Brandon, MS. 

 

Johnny was baptized at Sylvarena M. B. Church and remained a member there until he moved from Mis-

sissippi.  He began his formal education at Sylvarena Church School.  After completing school at Sylvare-

na he attended McLaurin High School where he served as senior class president.  He graduated from 

McLaurin High School in 1967. 

 

After graduation, Johnny worked for J. W. Underwood & Companies in Jackson for several years.  He left 

Mississippi and moved to Kansas City, MO for a short time before moving to Rochester, NY.  Once in New 

York, he worked for Bausch and Lomb for five years before joining the Rochester Police Department where he 

served for 20 years.  During his time on the police force he served as a uniform officer, DARE officer and 

recruiter for the police department. After retiring from Rochester Police Department, Johnny returned to Mis-

sissippi in 1995 and began working with his brother, Charlie, at Smith Funeral Supply and Monument 

Company, which later became Smith Mortuary. Once the brothers opened the funeral home, Johnny became 

a Licensed Funeral Director.   After the death of Charlie, Johnny became the owner of Smith Mortuary. 

 

Johnny was active in his church and in the community.  He served on the Board of Directors of the Clinton 

Community Christian Corporation in various capacities for more than 20 years and was the recipient of the 

Liz Payne Top Volunteer award.  Additionally, Johnny was the recipient of the Clinton (MS) Alumnae 

Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. Beacons Blaze Award for his many contributions to the Clin-

ton community.  As a member of Sylvarena M. B. Church,  he served as a trustee and a member of the cem-

etery committee.  In his leisure time, Johnny  could be found on a fishing bank.  He was a friendly person 

with an easy-going personality, and others  enjoyed being around him. 

 

On Wednesday, January 5, 2022, Johnny traded his time on earth for his heavenly home.   He was preceded 

in death by his parents; brothers, Charlie Smith and R. T. Smith; and sisters, Inez Smith Green and Ver-

lean Smith. 

 

He leaves to cherish his memories: his sisters, Willie E. Smith and Lou Vatta Mayers of Brandon, MS; 

daughter, JoAnn (Taures) Jackson of Marietta, GA; grandchildren, Asia Smith Johnson and Jeremiah Jack-

son of Marietta, GA;  nieces, Joyce Kersh of Brandon, MS, Sherri Smith of Jackson, MS, Paula (Neil) Law-

son of Brandon, MS, and Connie Kersh of Baton Rouge, LA; nephews, Robert (Helen) Smith of Jackson, 

MS Dedrick Mayers of Roy, Utah and Cedric Smith of Clinton, MS;  and a host of other relatives and 

friends. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Order of Service 
 
 
 

 

Processional 
Ministers & Family 

 
 
 

Scripture Reading 
Rev. Bradford Benham, III 

 
 
 

Prayer  
Rev. Bradford Benham, III 

 
 
 

Solo 
Sis. Cenovia Burnes 

 
 
 

Expressions 
Lou Paris 

Archie Rouse 
 
 
 

Acknowledgements and Resolutions  
Sis. Cenovia Burnes 

 
 

Solo 
Sis. Laurie Smith Lawson 

 
 
 

Eulogy 
Rev. Harold Howard II 

 
 
 

Funeral Directors of Smith Mortuary in Charge 
 
 


