
 

Betty Rea Westergren, beloved wife, mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother, 

passed away peacefully on Tuesday, July 13, 2021 at the age of 95 at Bethany on 

the Lake Care Center in Alexandria, Minnesota. Betty and her husband, David P. 

Westergren, were happily married for 72 years, and she also leaves behind her two 

children, David C. and Lynne, five granddaughters, two great-grandchildren, and 

multiple nieces and nephews. 

Betty was born on February 8, 1926 to Jimmy and Marie Caldis in Thief River 

Falls, Minnesota, where she also grew up. She was close with her older siblings, 

brother Gordy and sister Phyllis. Betty and her family often traveled to Bertha, 

Minnesota, to visit her aunt Eunice, where she met and ultimately married her 

husband David P. Westergren. In 1950 they welcomed their first child, David C., 

and two years later their daughter Lynne.  

Aside from her earlier years getting an education at the Northwest Institute of 

Medical Technology and working as a medical technician, Betty spent her life as a 

mom, a grandma, and a homemaker. She supported her family through her husband 

David’s 24-year career in the Navy, moving to multiple different places before 

finally settling in Bloomington, Minnesota. After retiring from the Navy, David 

worked as an airline and corporate pilot and together he and Betty had a wonderful 

life, enjoying their Miltona lake home as well as traveling the world, including 

multiple amazing trips to places like Africa and South America. They also loved 

watching sports and were Vikings season ticketholders for many years.  

After his retirement, for years Betty and her husband carried on the snowbird 

lifestyle, driving their motorhome from Minnesota to Florida in the winter, a perfect 

location for her to enjoy her hobbies of playing tennis and golf (as well as watching 

and yelling at tennis and golf on the TV!). She also loved oil painting and her 

children and grandchildren treasure the collection of paintings she created over the 

years. 

Above all, Betty loved hosting family and friends at her beloved lake home. She 

had a massive round dinner table custom made for the dining room and nothing 

made her happier than seeing all her children and grandchildren gathered around it, 

enjoying her wonderful cooking, playing games, or just laughing and talking. While 

Betty will be deeply missed, her family is grateful for her long, beautiful life of 95 

years and the many happy memories we have of her. 
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He stilled the storm  

to a whisper. 

The waves of the sea  

were hushed. 

They were glad  

when it grew calm, 

and He guided them  

to their  

haven of rest. 

 

Psalm 107:29-30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Loving Memory of  
 

Betty Rea 

Westergren 
 

February 8, 1926   
  

 July 13, 2021 
 

 

 

Memorial Service 

First Congregational Church UCC 

Alexandria, Minnesota 

Monday, July 19, 2021, 11:00 AM 
 

Officiant 

Pastor Jill Sanders 
 

Musical Selections By  

Margaret Kalina 
 

Burial  

Zion Cemetery 

Bertha, Minnesota 

 

 


