
 

James Edward Jensen was born April 18, 1930 in Olivia, Minnesota. Shortly after 

his birth, his mother died. His father already had four boys and one girl to take care 

of, so he agreed to let Alfred and Victoria Jensen adopt him. The country was in a 

depression, which led to Fred losing his job when the bank closed. He moved the 

family to Alexandria, Minnesota, where he grew up. Jobs were hard to get and the 

family struggled to make ends meet until Fred became the Deputy County Auditor. 

Jim attended Central High School and graduated in 1948.  

Upon graduation, he joined the U.S. Navy and served as an aviation radioman. He 

was assigned to an LTA (lighter than air) squadron, and during his term of service, 

he put many hours as a radioman in a Navy blimp. They operated as a search & 

rescue mission and later during the Cold War, keeping track of submarines in the 

area. His travels took him from the far north to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba and 

Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico. Jim was discharged in 1952 and briefly attended the 

University of Minnesota before going to California. He hired on with Pacific 

Telephone and after 10 years transferred to Minneapolis, Minnesota.  

He was united in marriage to Margery Bisgaard in 1955 and they lived in Riverside, 

California for 12 years. They were blessed with three children: Jayne, Janet, & 

Robert Jensen. When the bell system broke up, Jim was transferred to AT&T and 

took a transfer to the airport at Minneapolis, Minnesota. He worked on computer 

switching systems calling on large companies. He retired from AT&T after 32 years 

of service. Margery and Jim moved to Alexandria after they became “empty 

nesters” and lived on Lake Darling where they enjoyed the lake and the wildlife. 

He enjoyed feeding the birds and squirrels and always had a pet chipmunk who 

would eat out of his hand. James Edward Jensen passed away on Monday, July 12, 

2021, in Alexandria, Minnesota at the age of 91.  

He is survived by his loving wife of 65 years, Margery; daughters, Jayne (Thomas 

Furlong) Dodds and Janet (Timothy) Emery; son, Robert (Kimberly) Jensen; 

grandchildren; Thomas Dodds, Katie (Travis) Dodds Beckwith, Adam (Justyn) 

Emery, Alexander Emery, Sydney Emery, Brooke Emery, Kevin (Anna) Jensen, 

Kellie Marie (Jake) Belski; great-grandchild, Brooklyn Jayne Beckwith; and many 

nieces and nephews.  

Jim is preceded in death by his parents, Alfred and Victoria (Gran) Jensen, his 

biological parents, Adolph and Ragna Pedersen; his four brothers; and three sisters.  
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For Those I Love, 

For Those Who Love Me… 
 

When I am gone, release me, let me go… 

I have so many things to see and do. 

You mustn’t tie yourself to me with tears, 

But let my spirit calm your fears, 

I gave you my love. You can only guess 

How much you gave me in happiness. 

I thank you for the love you have shown, 

But now it's time I traveled on alone! 
 

So grieve a while for me, if grieve you must, 

Then let your grief be comforted by trust. 

It's only for a while that we must part, 

So bless the memories that lie within your heart. 

I won't be far away, for life goes on. 

So if you need me, call and I will come. 

Though you can't see me or touch me, I'll be near, 

And if you listen with your heart, you’ll hear 

All of my love around you soft and clear. 
 

And then, when you must come this way alone… 

I'll greet you with a smile and say, 

“Welcome Home.” 
 

 

 

 

In Loving Memory of  
 

James “Jim” Jensen 
 

April 18, 1930    July 12, 2021 
 

 

Memorial Service 

Grand Arbor – Community Room 

Alexandria, Minnesota 

Friday, July 16, 2021, 1:00 PM 
 

Officiants 

Pastor Gary Taylor 

Pastor Michael Peterson 
 

Musical Selections By  

Kim Byrne 
 

Military Honors By 

Navy Funeral Honors  

American Legion Post #87 

VFW Post #936 

VVA Post #235 Rifle Squad 

Marine Corps League #1409 
 

Burial  

Kinkead Cemetery 

Alexandria, Minnesota 

 

 


