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In Loving Memory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph D. Geris 

1929 ~ 2020 

For Those I Love, 
For Those Who Love Me… 

 

When I am gone, release me, let me go… 

I have so many things to see and do. 

You mustn’t tie yourself to me with tears, 

But let my spirit calm your fears, 

I gave you my love. You can only guess 

How much you gave me in happiness. 

I thank you for the love you have shown, 

But now it's time I traveled on alone! 
 

So grieve a while for me, if grieve you must, 

Then let your grief be comforted by trust. 

It's only for a while that we must part, 

So bless the memories that lie within your heart. 

I won't be far away, for life goes on. 

So if you need me, call and I will come. 

Though you can't see me or touch me, I'll be near, 

And if you listen with your heart, you’ll hear 

All of my love around you soft and clear. 
 

And then, when you must come this way alone… 

I'll greet you with a smile and say, 

“Welcome Home.” 

In Memory of 

Joseph “Joe” Dennis Geris 
 

February 15, 1929  ~   May 20, 2020 

Joseph (Joe) Dennis Geris passed away peacefully at Bethany on the 

Lake on Wednesday, May 20, 2020, at the age of 91. 

Joe was born in Belle River Township to John (Jack) and Edith 

(Klobes) Geris on February 15, 1929. Joe attended country school and 

graduated from Alexandria High School. 

Joe served in the military for 22 years, two years in the Marines and 20 

in the Army. During his 20 years in the Army, Joe, Marjorie, and his 

children lived in Japan, Germany, and the States. He retired from the 

Army on September 30, 1966, as a major. Joe and his family returned 

to Alexandria where Joe worked as a deputy sheriff for Douglas Coun-

ty and as a Law Enforcement instructor at the Alexandria Technical 

and Community College. 

Joe was athletic, fun-loving and enjoyed life; but his legacy is that of 

defending our country. For that sacrifice we will remember and honor 

him.  

Joe is survived by his wife, Sandra; daughter, Jill (Terry) Martell of 

Alexandria; son, John (Jack) (Lori) of Glenwood; son, Joseph (Laurie) 

of Prior Lake; his brother, Thomas of Shawnee, Kansas; his first wife, 

Marjorie of Alexandria; five grandchildren, Kristin Klemenhagen, 

Kodi (Craig) Schroeder, Jacob, Ryan, (Jennifer) and Jenna; two step-

grandchildren, Andrea Martell and Janell (Musarraf) Hussain; and 

eight great-grandchildren, Hanah, Hadlee, Holden, Finley, Carter, So-

phie, Gracie and Eleanor; three nieces and two nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, his sister, Joan; son, Jeffrey; 

brother-in-law, Romaine Thornton; and sister-in-law, Romel Geris. 

Joe’s family would like to thank the staff of Pelican Bay at Bethany on 

the Lake for the wonderful care he received and for going above and 

beyond to make him comfortable. Also, thank you to Douglas County 

Hospice for everything they did to care for Joe. 

A private family gathering and burial with military honors at Kinkead 

Cemetery will be held at a later date. 


