
Mary Josephine “Jo” (Odendahl) Howe was born January 9, 1923, in 

Carroll, Iowa, the daughter of Raymond and Josephine (Wieland) 

Odendahl, eldest of five children.   She graduated from Auburn High 

School, Class of 1940, and continued her education at Mercy 

Hospital School of Nursing in Des Moines, Iowa receiving her RN 

Degree in 1944. 

While in college she met Gordon Howe, a veterinary med student 

attending Iowa State College, Ames. They were married on March 

12, 1945 in Iowa.  After completing their schooling, the couple 

moved to Alexandria where Gordon opened his veterinary practice.  

Mary Jo went to work for St. Luke’s Hospital until their son, Jim was 

born.  While raising her children she continued to volunteer at the 

hospital and assisted Gordon with his practice including surgeries, 

bookkeeping and office manager.  When her children were older, Jo 

worked at Bethany Home as an RN for several years.  Nursing was a 

passion of which she was very proud. 

Jo will be remembered as a very independent woman with a feisty 

personality and gifted with many talents. She enjoyed cross country 

skiing with Gordon, and both of them enjoyed working in their 

garden. Jo also loved to sew! She made a lot of her own clothing, 

clothes for her children and grandchildren, and many others including 

items for missions. She also enjoyed baking and decorating cakes.  

She made several cakes for family and friends, for weddings and 

other events.  

Jo’s life was full of activities with family and friends including many 

years of swimming, fishing, picnicking and gathering at the Lake Ida 

cottage. Jo always volunteered her nursing expertise and hours for 

family members who were in the hospital. She was very devoted to 

her church and volunteered many hours to the funeral committee and 

other activities. 

In 2013, Jo moved to Grand Arbor where she made many friends. 

She passed away on Tuesday, February 25, 2020 at the age of 97 

years with family at her side.  She will be forever missed by her 

children: James (Linda) Howe; Michael (Leone) Howe; Jeanne 

(Mark) Ernhart; Cathy Jaqua; John Howe; grandchildren: Lori Howe 

(Phillip Kuehn), Stephanie Howe (Randy Hagen), David Jaqua and 

Leah Jaqua; step-grandchildren Britt Alexander, Matt (Erin) Ernhart, 

Alisha Ernhart; great grandchildren: Michael Kuehn, Sydney and 

Elsey Hagen, Anissa and Emma Ernhart, Tanner Ernhart, Braden and 

Baylor Precher; several nephews and nieces, relatives and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, Gordon; 

brothers Charles and James Odendahl; sisters Viola Sporleder and 

Helen Lewis; and her son-in-law, Bob Jaqua. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

he leads me beside still waters; 

he restores my soul. 

He leads me in right paths for his name's sake. 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 

I fear no evil; 

for you are with me;  

your rod and your staff--they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil; 

my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 

forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Remembering the Life of 
 

Mary “Jo” Howe 
 

January 9, 1923 
     

February 25, 2020 
 

 
 

Mass of Christian Burial  

St. Mary’s Catholic Church 

Alexandria, Minnesota 

Saturday, February 29, 2020, 10:30 AM 
 

Officiating 

Rev. Father Steve Binsfeld 
 

Honorary Pallbearers 

Mary Jo’s Grandchildren & 

Great Grandchildren 
 

Inurnment 

St. Mary’s Cemetery 

Alexandria, Minnesota 
 

 

 
 

 


