Donald Walter Schlapkohl, aged 84 of Alexandria, Minnesota, died
in the Lord surrounded by family, Thursday, November 21, 2019, at
the St. Cloud Hospital.

Don was born on September 10, 1935, in Pipestone County,
Minnesota to William and Ida (Johannsen) Schlapkohl. He attended
country school for eight years and graduated from Pipestone High
School in 1953. He helped his father farm and later took over the
family farm.

Don was united in marriage to Marilyn Johnson on September 13,
1958, in Lake Benton, Minnesota. The couple continued to farm in
Pipestone County. The couple was blessed with three children, Scott,
Mark, and Lisa. Don enlisted in the United States Army National
Guard and was called to active duty during the Cuban Missile Crisis.
After his honorable discharge, the couple moved to South St. Paul
where Don became a Federal Meat Inspector. He was transferred to
the Worthington office where the family made their home in
Brewster for 5 years. They later moved to rural Fulda for 16 years.
After Don’s retirement, the couple made their home in Starbuck for
19 years, and then moved to Alexandria in 20009.

Don loved spending time with family more than anything else. He
especially enjoyed teaching children how to fish, hunt and play
cards. He enjoyed hunting, fishing, playing pool and cards—
especially pinochle, and raising horses and dogs. He loved reading
old western books, watching western movies, talking with people,
spending time with friends and collecting pocketknives.

Don was preceded in death by his son, Mark; parents, William and
Ida; his wife’s parents, Carl and Martha Johnson; his brother-in-law,
John McCorkle; and nephew, Troy Hinz. He is survived by his wife,
Marilyn of 61 years; son, Scott (Barbara); daughter, Lisa (Bret)
Oeltjen; daughter-in-law, Amy (Schlapkohl) Kiehn; grandchildren,
Thomas (Kelly), Daniel (Britney), Holly, Kate, Adam, and Levi;
great-grandchildren, Alex, Philip, Henry, Charlie, and Owen,; sister,
Doris McCorkle; sister-in-law, Judy (Roy) Hinz; brother-in-law,
Michael (Ginger) Johnson; seven nieces; and two nephews.

The family thanks Rev. Paul Dare and their many friends and family
who have shared their love and concern. Don will be missed by all,

I’'m Free

Don't grieve for me, for now I'm free,
I'm following the path God laid for me.
| took his hand when | heard his call,
I turned my back and left it all.

| could not stay another day,
To laugh, to love, to work, to play.
Tasks left undone must stay that way,
I've found that peace at the close of the day.

If my parting has left a void,
Then fill it with remembered joy.
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,
Ah yes, these things | too will miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow,
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.
My Life's been full, | savoured much,
Good friends, good times, a loved one's touch,

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief,
Don't lengthen it now with undue grief.
Lift up your heart and share with me,
God wanted me now, He set me free.
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Memorial Service
Zion Lutheran Church
Alexandria, Minnesota
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Officiant ~ Reverend Paul Dare

Organist ~ Mertice Brueske

Soloist ~ Carene Baslee

Honorary Urn Bearers
(Don’s Grandchildren)
Thomas Schlapkohl  Daniel Schlapkohl
Holly Schlapkohl Kate Oeltjen
Adam Oeltjen
(Don’s Great-Grandchildren)
Alex Schlapkohl Philip Schlapkohl
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Inurnment
Woodlawn Cemetery
Pipestone, Minnesota
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