
Joan Henrietta Jensen was born March 22, 1931 in Holmes City, 

MN, the daughter of William and Lydia (Schoewe) Jensen.  She 

was raised in Holmes City and Leaf Valley, MN where she 

attended country school. Joan graduated from high school in 

Alexandria, MN 
 

Joan began working for the Oldsmobile dealer in Alexandria as a 

bookkeeper. She was working there when she met Harold “Jim” 

Thompson. They were united in marriage on June 22, 1952. The 

couple made their home in Alexandria in Victoria Heights and 

were blessed with three children. In 1963, Joan and Jim moved 

their family to the east side of Lake Carlos where they have lived 

for fifty-five years.  
 

Joan was a member of several book clubs over the years. She 

was also a member of the Belles Lettres. Correspondence was 

important to Joan and she was always prepared to send someone 

a card for any occasion. Joan volunteered her time delivering 

Meals on Wheels. She was active in her church and looked 

forward to the Mystery Tour bus trips sponsored by the church.  

Joan’s family was very important to her and she lived life as an 

at-home mom. Joan was an excellent cook and loved baking for 

her family and friends; brownies were her specialty. Preparing 

meals for her children and grandchildren and spending time with 

them was very special. She enjoyed traveling with her family and 

took many summer vacation trips, and winter skiing trips, with 

Jim and her boys. Joan was also very fashion conscious and 

loved to go shopping with her family and friends. 
 

On Thursday, August 23, 2018 Joan lost her battle with 

pancreatic cancer at age eighty-seven. She was preceded in death 

by two sons, Bradley Thompson and infant Jeffrey Thompson. 

Joan is survived by her husband, Jim Thompson of Alexandria; 
son, Michael Thompson and wife, Nancy, of Alexandria; 

grandchildren, James Thompson and wife, Vanessa, Craig 

Thompson and wife, Jamie, and Taryn Thompson; great 

granddaughter, Isabell Thompson; brothers, Charles Jensen and 

wife, Audrey, of Parkers Prairie, MN and Kenneth Jensen and 

wife, Jan, of Alexandria; and sister, Rose Kluver and husband, 

Harold, of Alexandria. 

In Loving Memory 

 
Joan H. Thompson 

 

1931 ~ 2018 

 



 

I’m Free 
 

Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free 

 I’m following the path God laid for me. 
I took His hand when I heard Him call 

 I turned my back and left it all. 

I could not stay another day 

 to laugh, to love, to work or play. 

Tasks undone must stay that way. 

 

I found that peace at close of day. 

 If my parting has left a void 

then fill it with remembered joy. 

 A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 

 Ah, yes, these things I too will miss. 

 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow 

 I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 

My life’s been full; I’ve savored much, 

 good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch. 

 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief, 

 don’t lengthen it now with undue grief. 

Lift up your hearts and peace to thee 

 God wanted me now; He set me free. 

 

In Memory of 

 

Joan Henrietta Thompson 
 

March 22, 1931 
 

August 23, 2018 

 
Memorial Service 

First Lutheran Church 

Alexandria, Minnesota 

Tuesday, August 28, 2018 

11 AM 
 

Officiant 

Reverend Greg Billberg 
 

Musician 

Randy Morken 
 

Soloist 

Dan Olson 
 

Interment 

Kinkead Cemetery 

Alexandria, Minnesota 
 

 
 


