
His Journey’s
Just Begun

Don’t think of him as gone away–

His journey’s just begun.

Life holds so many facets–

this earth is only one.

Just think of him as resting

from the sorrows and the tears

in a place of warmth and comfort,

where there are no days an years.

Think how he must be wishing

that we could know today

how nothing but our sadness

can really pass away.

And think of him as living

in the hearts of those he touched…

for nothing loved is ever lost–

and he was loved so much.

By E. Brenneman     
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Obituary
Percy Rogers, the eldest of five children, was 
born to the late Percy Glenn Rogers and Nettie Rogers, 
on August 17, 1949 in Brooklyn, New York. He was 
educated in the public schools of Brooklyn. After High 
School, he was drafted to serve in the U.S. Navy during 
the Vietnam War. Percy worked at Bloomingdale’s 
Department Store for over 20 years, and later worked at 
the Peter Pan Bus Line until his health declined.

In 2005, Percy and the love of his life, Joanna McNatt, 
relocated to Fayetteville, North Carolina. He joined 
Lock’s Creek AME Zion Church, where he served as 
faithful and active member until the Lord called him 
home. He was involved with the male chorus and served 
as vice president of the gospel choir. He also played the 
bass guitar and worked as the sound man for the PA 
system.

Percy had a great passion for music which showed 
through the various instruments he played; the bass and 
keyboard were his favorites. He played in several bands 
and graced the stage with renowned artists. At the time 
of his passing, he was a member of the Soulmates Band 
of Benson, North Carolina. Percy, a sweet and quiet 
person, was a natural at singing. His great love for music 
inspired him to compose his own songs. In his spare 
time, he enjoyed bowling and was a member of several 
leagues.

Percy leaves to cherish his memory: his loving wife, 
Joanna McNatt Rogers, of the home; his children: Percy 
Rogers, Jr., Tynisha Rogers Cruze, and Latisha Rogers, 
all of Brooklyn, NY, Macarol Hayes (Crystal), of Long 
Island, NY, Shawanna Hayes, of Bronx, NY, Stavonne 
Rogers and Derey Rogers, both of Fayetteville, NC; eleven 
grandchildren; one great-grandchild; three brothers: 
Glenn Rogers (Patricia), of Delaware, Phillip (Yvette), of 
Arizona, and Percy G. Rogers (Keisy), of Durham, NC; 
one sister, Valerie Rogers, of Brooklyn, NY; his mother-
in-law, Christine McNatt Pounds, of Fayetteville, NC; 
one brother- in-law, David McNatt, of Fayetteville, NC; 
one sister-in-law, Jackie Pecku (Ernest), of Maryland; 
and a host of nieces, nephews, relatives, and friends. 
Percy will be greatly missed!

Order of Service
Prelude ........................................Director of Music 

Processional ...........................Clergy and Family

Hymn ..................................... “Hold on to His Hand”

Reading of the Holy Scriptures:      
     Old Testament .................. Rev. Chauncey McDonald
     New Testament.................... Rev. Michael McMillian

Prayer of Consolation ........ Rev. Chauncey 
McDonald

Remarks ...............................................Class Leader           
Sis. Retta McDonald

Acknowledgment

Obituary ............................................. Read Silently

Solo .......................................................David Brown

Eulogy ............................... Pastor E. Kenneth Wells                                                                 
Lock’s Creek A.M.E. Zion Church

Song.......................“I’m Free”......................Musicians

Recessional

Isaiah 25: 8- 9
“He will actually swallow up death forever, and the 
sovereign Lord Jehovah will certainly wipe the tears 

from all faces…And in that day one will certainly say: 
Look! This is our God. We have hoped in him, and he 

will save us.  This is Jehovah, we have hoped in him. Let 
us be joyful and rejoice in the salvation by Him.”


